Purpose not to Defile Ourselves
Daniel

1:8-16 Point out that Pulse = herbs and  vegetables

Key text

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: 

I.
Daniel purposed that he would not defile himself.


A.
Why, what was the big deal about meat?

1. The meat they ate was forbidden by the 



Jewish law. 

2. They ate beasts which had been strangled, 



or not properly blooded.

3. The animals were sacrificed to false God's Offered to Idols


B.
If Daniel were to eat this meat, he would have disobey God.

God Gives us precepts to follow for a reason 


Warning signs:

There are great dangers to not following God’s warning signs just like dangers to not following direction 

Smushed bread

Fire in Toaster

Could have burned down house all because someone did not listen and put the bread where it was safe.

What has God warned you about? __________

I think God’s got some big signs put up in areas of you life to keep you from caving to peer pressure.  WARNING SIGNS!!!  Everywhere….

Illustration:  written by By Josh McDowell

A high school student wanted to go swimming with his girlfriend at midnight. The neighbors down the block had a pool, and he knew it. So they ran down there and scaled the fence even though there were No Trespassing and Do Not Enter signs. Just as he hit the diving board, the girl yelled, but it was too late. There was only a foot of water in the pool. He broke his neck, and he’s in therapy to this day, Josh McDowell reported at the time. He didn’t realize that the signs on the fence - the precepts - would have protected him.

Illustrations:  
Chopper Bicycle & motorcycle chain

Loose handle bars, loose break bracket, crash down big hill, flying like super man through the air.

Or when my finger in got in the motorcycle chain 

Principles to follow

Or the time I dumped hot bacon grease into a glass coffee mug, and it exploded, shattered and the hot grease when all down my leg….


Why is it important to obey God?


Consequences

Daniel had purposes in his heart that he would not defile himself because of God’s precepts and laws!

Have you?



C.
Have we purposed in our hearts?




1.
If not:





a.
we fail frequently





b.
lose interest





c.
are weak and weary in our walk





d.
lack of stability in salvation




2.
We can make it if we purpose in our hearts





a.
lets not give up





b.
other have made it.





c.
God has delivered them through there trials

Let's look at some

II.
Examples of perseverance and victory


A.
Daniel



1.
Ate not their meat and was health




What about:



2.
Daniel in the Lion's den, Read Ch 6




Some wanted to get Daniel, so they talked king Darius in to passing a laws v7 "that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions."




Daniel was a child of God and knew he had to pray each day, not pray would be to tell God no from his heart, that he will listen to men over God.  

Ga 1:10  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.



Daniel purposed in his heart at the sacrifice that he would be thrown into the lions den, he still prayed.  Then the next day the king said:




v20 "O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?"




Daniel after spending the night in the den said to the king "My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt."


I believe God will protect you most of the time when you go His way at any cost, or you will be reward greatly in heaven for your sacrifice.

Well I’m not ready to go that far for God yet?

Rev. 12:11  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
Friends may forsake you,



One of my best friends forsook cause I left sinful things.


B.
The three Hebrews:  Ch 3



Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego



1.
Nebuchadnezzar set up a Golden image 



2.
Said everyone must bow down to it, music starts



3.
Who ever did not worshippeth the image must




be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.



4.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego DID NOT



5.
The were give another chance, still DID NOT

They said: in 3:16-18

"to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up."


Can we stand so firm that we won't budge even if it's our life?

You can do it!,  I know you can!



6.
The King was so mad he said to heat the furnace seven times more (as Hot as could be)



7.
When they were cast in was so hot it killed 




those who put them in the furnace .

Read ending:

23  And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

25  He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.

26  Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire.

27  And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.

28 ¶ Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God.

29  Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.

30  Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.
God will keep you

We must purpose in our heart not to defile ourselves at all cost.

III.
How to preserver 

Turn to Hebrews 12

12:1 ¶ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,


A.
Lets lay aside every weight



1.
what keeps us from being in victory all the time



2.
what slows us down



3.
what is too heave that we are falling under the load.


B.
The sin which doth so easily beset us



1.
 lay it down and never pick it up again


C.
Run with patience the race that is set before us.



1.
God allows us to face trials



2.
That we will become what we need to be to make it into heaven.

D.
"Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."  Heb 12:2  


E.
Least we be weary and faint

3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.  Heb 12:3


F.
Press on to be Sanctified

12:14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:
You can make it

Don't give up.

Keep going

Don't stop now

If you fall Get up!


Purpose not to defile yourself again!



Get up!




Your eternal life depends upon it- Get up!
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