Read Romans 8:14-16

John Wesley wrote in his Sermon #10 "Witness of the Spirit"

How many vain men, not understanding what they spake, neither whereof they affirmed, have wrested this Scripture to the great loss if not the destruction of their souls! 

This scripture being Romans 8:16


The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

How many have mistaken the voice of their own imagination for this witness of the Spirit of God, and thence idly presumed they were the children of God while they were doing the works of the devil! These are truly and properly enthusiasts; and, indeed, in the worst sense of the word. But with what difficulty are they convinced thereof, especially if they have drank deep into that spirit of error! All endeavours to bring them to the knowledge of themselves they will then account fighting against God; and that vehemence and impetuosity of spirit which they call "contending earnestly for the faith," sets them

so far above all the usual methods of conviction that we may well say, "With men it is impossible."
Today you should be able to come away from hearing this sermon and be rejoicing for either God will strengthen His true witness of His Spirit to your spirit, or you can rejoice in knowing that you have not the witness of God's Spirit to your Spirit which will lead you to now know where you are in your pursuit of God and that you need to seek true salvation.

Did God's Spirit Bare witness with your spirit that you are a child of God?

If so, Does God's Spirit still bare witness with your spirit that you are the still the Child of God?

What is the Witness of the Spirit?

These are some of the prying questions I would like to use to bring reality of your status with God to the forefront of you mind.

Were you truly born again, in other words Regenerated.  Are you truly a Child of God?

In Titus 3:5  it reads:

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;"

Lets take a closer look at our text for today:

Romans 8:16  again reads

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

Adam Clarke Wrote on Romans 8:16:

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit] auto to pneuma,

that same Spirit, the Spirit of adoption; that is, the Spirit who witnesses this adoption; which can be no other than the Holy Ghost himself, and certainly cannot mean any disposition or affection of mind which the adopted person may feel; for such a disposition must arise from a knowledge of this adoption, and the knowledge of this adoption cannot be given by any human or earthly means; it must come from God himself: therefore the auto to pneuma must have reference to that Spirit, by whom alone the knowledge of the adoption is witnessed to the soul of the believer. 

With our spirit]
In our understanding, the place or recipient of light and information; and the place or faculty to which such information can properly be brought.  This is done that we may have the highest possible evidence of the work which God has wrought.  As the window is the proper medium to let the light of the sun into our apartments, so the understanding is the proper medium of conveying the Spirit's influence to the soul.  We, therefore, have the utmost evidence of the fact of our adoption which we can possibly have; we have the word and Spirit of God; and the word sealed on our spirit by the Spirit of God.  And this is not a momentary influx: if we take care to walk with God, and not grieve the Holy Spirit, we shall have an abiding testimony; and while we continue faithful to our adopting Father, the Spirit that witnesses that adoption will continue to witness it; and hereby we shall know that we are of God by the Spirit which he giveth us.

I.

What is the Witness of the Spirit?

Wesley said it like this:

The testimony of the Spirit is an inward impression on the soul, whereby the Spirit of God directly witnesses to my spirit, that I am a child of God; that Jesus Christ hath loved me, and given himself for me; and that all my sins are blotted out, and I, even I, am reconciled to God.
There may be some wonderful emotion or some just have a knowledge the work is done and not condemnation or true guilt for their past sins.

The Witness of God's Spirit to your Spirit is a divine knowledge which lighteth up the soul.  It is a new true knowledge that you have been born again, old things are passed away, behold all things become a new.

You go from being a sinner in word, thought, and deed to being a child of God that lives above sin.

Wesley went on to write:

The Spirit of God does give a believer such a testimony of his adoption that while it is present to the soul, he can no more doubt the reality of his sonship, than he can doubt of the shining of the sun, while he stands full blaze of his beams. 


 How this joint testimony of God's Spirit and our spirit may be clearly and solidly distinguished from the presumption of a natural mind, and from the delusion of the devil, is the next thing to be considered

And will be the next thing we will be looking at…

As for mistaking the Witness of the Spirit Wesley writes:

All who desire the salvation of God, must consider it with the deepest attention, as they would not deceive their own souls. An error in this is generally observed to have the most fatal consequences; the rather, because he that errs, seldom discovers his mistake till it is too late to remedy it.
II.

Can a person be deceived about a Witness of God's Spirit?  

Can we think we are born again but still remain unchanged? 

Can we believe we have received a witness of the Spirit, when in fact we have not? 


Unfortunately the answer is YES!

Wesley warns of such deceptions when he wrote: 

"How many have mistaken the voice of their own imagination for this witness of the Spirit of God, and thence idly presumed they were the children of God while they were doing the works of the devil!"
You see we must not mistake our own mind's witness as God's Spirit.

III.

How can I tell if the true witness of the spirit abides with me?

When a prisoner is released from prison and he walks out the doors.  He knows beyond a shadow of a doubt that he is free.  So does the truly born again believer, for he is free from his old sins!  They no longer chain him down!

Well when a Cherry tree blossoms can you always tell what kind of Cherries will be on the tree?  

When in a foreign apple orchard and the trees are in bloom, can you tell what variety of apples will be hanging on the tree in a few months?

Matthew 7: 

16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

There will be new fruits in your life is you are truly a child of God's

Lets look at some plain declarations of St. John, in his First Epistle: 

"Hereby we know that we do know him, if we keep his commandments." (1 John 2:3.) 

"Whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected; Hereby know we that we are in him;" that we are indeed the children of God. (1 John 2:5.) 

"If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that everyone that doeth righteousness is born of him." (1 John 2:29.) 

"We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." (1 John 3:14) 

"Hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him;" namely, because we "love one another not in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth." "Hereby know we that we dwell in him, because he hath given us of his" loving "Spirit." (1 John 4:13.) 

"hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the" obedient "spirit which he hath given us." (1 John 3:24.)

If we have not the Witness of God's Spirit we are none of His.

For the new Christian there may be some things you are not yet aware of that are wrong, but as you continue to do these unknown wrongs you will be convicted by the Holy Spirit that it is wrong and you will have give them up if you so desire to continue to walk with God.  A person can not live in willful sin for long and remain a Child of God.  Nor is one a child of God who never got victory over their sins.  For then exactly what new creature are we if we still go on living in sin.

Look at what Paul wrote if we continue to live in willful sin after we know the true:

Hebrews 10: 26-31

26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

We can properly understand the scripture here to say if we continue in wilfull sin after we have received the realization of what is truth we have not a sacrifice for these sins.

27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.

28  He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

30  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.

31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Sound frightening?  It should for the wages of Sin are still death without our sacrifice of Christ Blood for our sins.

Friend if you have been born again and now can see that you are living in sin, you had better confess and forsake while you still can before it's too late!

If you are still living in sin you do not have the witness of God Spirit that you are a child of God, you are deceived!

If you did have the witness of the Spirit, had victory over your sins for sometime but then you plumited back into sin, you are backsliden and need to come back to God, confess, forsake and seek the witness from God again.

Conclusion

I.
What is the Witness of the Spirit?

Wesley said it like this:

The testimony of the Spirit is an inward impression on the soul, whereby the Spirit of God directly witnesses to my spirit, that I am a child of God; that Jesus Christ hath loved me, and given himself for me; and that all my sins are blotted out, and I, even I, am reconciled to God.

II.

Can a person be deceived about a Witness of God's Spirit?  

Yes.  Did the witness come from God or your own mind?

III.

How can I tell if the true witness of the spirit abides with me?

Are there fruits unto a holy life after you witness.

This is true conversion, this is truly being born again, this is true salvation, this is Real Victory!
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