Will A Man Rob God?
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Chicago police are searching for suspects in a brazen robbery at a West Side church on Wednesday night. Police say at least two armed men held up the congregation ...

"It's a brazen act when you have offenders entering a church, where people are in church worshipping, and they robbed them," said police spokeswoman Monique Bond.

The gunmen wore masks and fired at least one warning shot. Church members said the men used a lot of profanity and threatened to harm the children there.

Arlene Robinson told CBS 2 sister station WBBM Newsradio 780 that all the church members were rounded up before they were robbed.

"He grabbed my husband, put a gun to his head, walked everybody to the front of the church, had everybody sit down on the floor and he asked everyone to empty their pockets," said Robinson.

The offenders fled with cash and other proceeds, police News Affairs Officer David Banks said. He did not know how much money they left with.

Johnny Anderson of Chicago was charged Sunday night with eight counts of armed robbery, 22 counts of attempted armed robbery and one count of armed robbery, according to a police release. 

Man Robs Church Usher of $100 in Collection Box 

From: Chicago Sun-Times | Date: October 3, 1994

Will A Man Rob God?

               The book of Malachi was written when Israel was at a low ebb spiritually. They were neglecting to honor God as their Father (1:6). They were offering polluted bread (1:7). They were offering the blind, the lame, the sick for sacrifice (1:8). God would not accept their offerings and worship (1:10) even though they covered the altar with tears (2:13). 

                In addition to all of these sins, they were guilty of robbing God. “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even this whole nation. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open for the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:8-10).

                Robbery is one of the worst of sins in the world. It takes from one what is rightfully his. This passage says that a man can be guilty of robbing God! It is true that one can rob God of time, of service, of worship and of ability used for the glory of God. But this text shows that one can rob God financially. Are you guilty of this sin?

How Can One Rob God Today?

                We can rob God by not giving at all. God’s plan for financing the work of the church is simple: “On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come” (1 Cor. 16:2). “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). Each person must give as God has prospered him. If he doesn’t, he is withholding from God. 

                We can rob God by withholding part and not giving as much as we should. The Israelites were not giving what God required of them. The tenth (tithe) was required. “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord” (Lev. 27:30). Their failure to give all the tithe caused God to condemn them for robbing Him. Under the law of Christ we are to give as we have been prospered. If we fail to do so, we, too, are guilty of robbing God. The Lord tells us, “But as you abound in everything; in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us; see that you abound in this grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7).

                We rob God when we miss the worship and do not make up what we would have given. Sometimes people seem to think that if they are absent, they are freed from the requirement of giving. But the work of the Lord must go on. The financial requirements are the same. The local church is dependent on the giving of each Christian.

                We rob God by giving Him the leftovers. We need so much money to get by. Then, we want certain things that are not essentials but are luxuries (something adding to pleasure but not necessarily essential). Then if we have anything left over, we will give some of that unto the Lord. Is this the kind of sacrifice with which God is well-pleased?

Why Do Men Rob God?

                People may rob God because they have not been adequately taught the importance of giving or what is involved in it. Sincere brothers and sisters will give right when they are taught right. Some people do not give properly simply because they are stingy. They have a love of money (1 Tim. 6:9-10). Perhaps others fail to give simply because of poor management of their money. Do you fall into any of these categories?

The Consequences Of Robbing God

                When we fail to give as God has prospered us, we not only rob the God, but we rob the church of its ability to adequately do the work that God gave it to do. The lost are robbed of salvation. Those going forth to preach are robbed of adequate support. But most of all we rob ourselves of the blessings of liberality (Acts 20:35). Are you robbing God?

— Forrest D. Moyer

Malachi 3:8-12

8  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

9  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

12  And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

Tithe

God expects our Tithes and Offerings.  A tithe is one tenth of our overall top dollar earned not what is left after taxes.  We are to tithe from our first fruits.  That's not after paying our taxes, which for most of use that is taken off the top of our checks without our control.  So in other words, whatever our actual gross income is, that’s what we pay our tithe that God expects us to pay.


We should pay tithe on all of our income.  Earned or gifts, God expects us to pay our tithe.

Storehouse=There home church

Some will break up there tithe and send some to this place or some to that place, or some to this mission work and some to this place.


God said in his word, Storehouse, which to us means our home church.

Any place else is a offering, not to be a portion of our tithe.

In talking with many Christians over the years, I’ve found much confussion on this matter.

Offerings, are our extra giving out of our plenteousness. 

But what of our offerings?  We read here in the word it says tithes and offerings, not just tithes.  Do we rob God?

Important to understand the diffrenece between Tithe and offerings.

Now understand some thing tithes come off the top, offerings are giving from our availability to give.  So tithes come before anything even our necessities.  We never give offerings out of our bill money, but if you don't pay your tithes before your bills then don't bother praying to God for help to pay your bills when you have robbed Him by not paying your tithes.

Speaking of tithes, We as a church are to tithe to our conference:

Which is modeled after a scriptural example:

Nehemiah 10:

37  And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and the tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage.

38  And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house.

39  For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the porters, and the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God.

Deuteronomy 14:

24  And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be too far from thee, which the LORD thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the LORD thy God hath blessed thee:

25  Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose:

You will find many a struggling churches to have not paid their tithe to their conference.


Imagine the sin if we don’t pay our tithe to God’s work


Then also imaging the Whole Church’s sin by not paying their tithe to their conference.  


Perhaps there has not been enough teaching on this subject.

Let’s look at our giving today:


giving to God, giving to man.

6 ¶ But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

7  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

We are to give from a cheerful heart not a grudging heart.

Not grudgingly, or of necessity]  

In the days of the true Jewish people, the Jews had in the temple two chests for alms; the one was of what was necessary, i.e. what the law required, the other was of the free-will offerings.  To escape perdition some would grudgingly give what necessity obliged them; others would give cheerfully, for the love of God, and through pity to the poor.  

Those that gave because they knew they needed to, nothing is said in the passage of scripture, they simply did what the law required.  And, as he does not do the duty in the spirit of the duty, even the performance of the letter of the law is an abomination in the sight of God. 

The benefit of giving is lost to the giver when he does it with a grumbling heart.  

Oh I'v got to give this today.  Man how am I going to make it this week.  We give so much, I don't understand how God expects us to make it when we have to give so much.


How much does the tax man collect?  More than God expects you to give.


How much do you pay on bills?  For many it is more than what God expects you to give.

Thoughts like these show where are heart is 


Do you complain about giving?

God understands if you don't have to give.  But all have to tithe.  For the tithe is not yours it is Gods.  In fact all that you have is God's and not yours, God lets you be a steward of what he has given to you to manage.  Are you a good steward.

In verse 7, it says God loves them, who is this referring to? A cheerful giver.  God will bless their giving.  Look at verse 6, But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

We can reap bountifully!

Testimonies Vol. 5 - Will a Man Rob God? 

http://www.nisbett.com/reference2/5t/5t014.htm
The Lord has made the diffusion of light and truth in the earth dependent on the voluntary efforts and offerings of those who have been partakers of the heavenly gifts. Comparatively few are called to travel as ministers or missionaries, but multitudes are to co-operate in spreading the truth with their means. {5T 148.2}

The history of Ananias and Sapphira is given us that we may understand the sin of deception in regard to our gifts and offerings. They had voluntarily promised to give a portion of their property for the promotion of the cause of Christ; but 
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when the means was in their hands they declined to fulfill that obligation, at the same time wishing it to appear to others that they had given all. Their punishment was marked in order that it might serve as a perpetual warning to Christians of all ages. The same sin is fearfully prevalent at the present time, yet we hear of no such signal punishment. The Lord shows men once with what abhorrence He regards such an offense against His sacred claims and dignity, and then they are left to follow the general principles of the divine administration. {5T 148.3}

Voluntary offerings and the tithe constitute the revenue of the gospel. Of the means which is entrusted to man, God claims a certain portion--a tithe; but He leaves all free to say how much the tithe is, and whether or not they will give more than this. They are to give as they purpose in their hearts. But when the heart is stirred by the influence of the Spirit of God, and a vow is made to give a certain amount, the one who vowed has no longer any right to the consecrated portion. He has given his pledge before men, and they are called to witness to the transaction. At the same time he has incurred an obligation of the most sacred character to co-operate with the Lord in building up His kingdom on earth. Promises of this kind made to men would be considered binding. Are they not more sacred and binding when made to God? Are promises tried in the court of conscience less binding than written agreements with men? {5T 149.1}

When the divine light is shining into the heart with unusual clearness and power, habitual selfishness relaxes its grasp, and there is a disposition to give to the cause of God. None need expect that they will be allowed to fulfill the promises then made without a protest on the part of Satan. He is not pleased to see the Redeemer's kingdom on earth built up. He suggests that the pledge made was too much, that it may cripple them in their efforts to acquire property or gratify the 
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desires of their families. The power Satan has over the human mind is wonderful. He labours most earnestly to keep the heart bound up in self. {5T 149.2}

The only means which God has ordained to advance His cause is to bless men with property. He gives them the sunshine and the rain; He causes vegetation to flourish; He gives health and ability to acquire means. All our blessings come from His bountiful hand. In turn He would have men and women show their gratitude by returning Him a portion in tithes and offerings in thank offerings, in freewill offerings, in trespass offerings. {5T 150.1}

The hearts of men become hardened through selfishness, and, like Ananias and Sapphira, they are tempted to withhold part of the price while pretending to come up to the rules of tithing. Will a man rob God? Should means flow into the treasury exactly according to God's plan,--a tenth of all the increase,--there would be abundance to carry forward His work. {5T 150.2}

Well, says one, the calls keep coming to give to the cause; I am weary of giving. Are you? Then let me ask: Are you weary of receiving from God's beneficent hand? Not until He ceases to bless you will you cease to be under bonds to return to Him the portion He claims. He blesses you that it may be in your power to bless others. When you are weary of receiving, then you may say: I am weary of so many calls to give. God reserves to Himself a portion of all that we receive. When this is returned to Him, the remaining portion is blessed, but when it is withheld, the whole is sooner or later cursed. God's claim is first; every other is secondary. {5T 150.3}
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