Who is the real Mother?

1 Kings 3:

16 ¶  Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the king, and stood before him.

17  And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered of a child with her in the house.

18  And it came to pass the third day after that I was delivered, that this woman was delivered also: and we were together; there was no stranger with us in the house, save we two in the house.

19  And this woman’s child died in the night; because she overlaid it.

20  And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom.

21  And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold, it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morning, behold, it was not my son, which I did bear.

22  And the other woman said, Nay; but the living is my son, and the dead is thy son. And this said, No; but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son. Thus they spake before the king.

23  Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living.

24  And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword before the king.

25  And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to the other.

26  Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.

27  Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof.

28  And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment.

Who is a real mother?

One that will let them die?

One that will give them what they want, one that will give them what is good?

Susannah Wesley, 
Spent one hour each day praying for her 17 children. In addition, she took each child aside for a full hour every week to discuss spiritual matters. No wonder two of her sons, Charles and John, were used of God to bring blessing to all of England and much of America. Here are a few rules she followed in training her children: 

(1) Subdue self-will in a child and thus work together with God to save his soul. 

(2) Teach him to pray as soon as he can speak. 

(3) Give him nothing he cries for and only what is good for him if he asks for it politely. 

(4) To prevent lying, punish no fault which is freely confessed, but never allow a rebellious, sinful act to go unnoticed

(5) Commend and reward good behavior. 

(6) Strictly observe all promises you have made to your child.”
Pr 13:24  He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.
Getting our Children ready for Life is a lot like the Eagle getting the eaglet out of the nest.

Here an extract from one of Fred Jones’ sermons:
       Let's read the first part of our text: Deuteronomy 32:11-12a: "Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that hovers over its young, He spread His wings and caught them, He carried them on His pinions. The Lord alone guided him."

        This passage tells us three crucial things about God. He is a disturber, a developer, and a deliverer. The destiny of an eaglet is to fly. The adult eagle must do everything it can to force the eaglet to leave the nest and learn to fly. God does nothing less to us in our holding patterns.

        Consider first the Lord's loving disturbance. "Like an eagle stirs up its nest." When it's time for the baby eaglets to learn to fly, the parents stir up the nest. They purposely make it uncomfortable by pulling out the soft grass and feathers. The purpose is to get the eaglets out of the nest.

        The Lord's disturbance of our lives of contentment is much the same. He removes the comforts of accommodation to life as it is. He creates dissatisfaction. Wherever we are in our faith, our personality development, our life goals, or our realization of God's plan for us, there is always a next step. And so to get us ready, the Lord stirs up a creative discomfort.

        Sometimes this preparation to get us out of the holding pattern comes with crises, and often with difficulties. These are the times when God must close some doors to get us to notice the others He has opened for us.

        There's a false idea that keeps us from getting out of our holding patterns. It's that we can finally get things sorted out and settled down. We strive to solve all the problems we face, work through all the challenges, and resolve all our conflicts in the vain hope that we can then sit back comfortably and relax. But so often, the Lord has other plans for us, plans which are far beyond our own. And so the Lord stirs up our nests. He allows disturbances which wake us up and get our attention. Whenever life falls apart in some area, God is giving us a chance to grow.

        After the eagle in Moses' metaphor stirs up the nest, it "hovers over its young." The Hebrew word for "hover" can also be translated "broods." It is same word used in the creation story - the Spirit brooded over the waters. It is an active verb - the eagle's hovering over the eaglets implies more than just watching out for their safety and provision. It includes whatever is necessary to get the eaglet out of the nest.

        A study of how eagles do this is fascinating. First the mother presses the eaglets to the edge of the now uncomfortable nest. Often she will swoop down from behind, actually pushing the eaglet to the precipice. Then she will fly around in front of the eaglets who are fearfully tottering on the edge. Flapping her wings, she gives the eaglet both example and inspiration of the possibility of flying. If this does not entice the eaglet to try its wings, the mother eagle will fly around once again and actually push the eaglet off the edge.

        This, too, is an example of how the Lord deals with us. If our uncomfortable nest does not rouse us, He will command the circumstances of our life to push us to the precipice.

        But let's move on. Our eagle Lord is not only disturber and developer, He is also our deliverer! We could never dare to take a fledgling flight of faith if we were not sure of that. Moses' image now changes from the impersonal "it" of the eagle to the personal "He." "He spread His wings and caught them, He carried them on His pinions." This is the picture of the eaglet, falling in space, trying its wings, and at just the right moment, the eagle swoops down, spreads its gigantic wings, to catch the eaglet. The process is repeated over and over until the eaglet becomes fully capable of flying by itself.

        What a powerful image of God! He will not allow us to stay in the nest or even on the precipice in indecision; but as we leap over and try our half- formed wings, He catches us when we have fallen too far.

So who is the real mother?????
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