What is Sin?
Introduction

If we want to know something, 

we have to put forth an effort to learn!

I was holding a revival at a small country church when lady walked thru the back door with no shoes on in the snow.

…. Tell of how she came to altar and seeking to be saved, and we prayed around her, telling her to confess her sins, while praying said “What is sin?” She did not know what sin was

Prayer….

I. What is Salvation?


God inspired me with the following definition after seeking God for truth and reading From Harper’s Bible Dictionary: 

Salvation = deliverance from sin and its consequences, and the coming to peace and reconciliation with God.




And…

A salvation that still left sin in command was not salvation in any sense
II. What is sin?

Isaiah 59 

 1 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:

 2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.

 3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.

 4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.

 5 They hatch cockatrice' eggs, and weave the spider's web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper.

 6 Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands.

 7 Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.

 8 The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.

 9 Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.

 10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.

 11 We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us.

 12 For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them;

 13 In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood.

 14 And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.

 15 Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment.

 16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.

 17 For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke.

 18 According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence.

 19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.

 20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.

 21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.

 (KJV)
II.  What is sin?

A. Two kinds of Sin
II. What is sin?
SIN, TRANSGRESSION, AND INIQUITY
Basically, the three words communicate the same idea: evil and lawlessness, as defined by God (see 1 John 3:4). However, each word also carries a some what different meaning.

Some would say that Sin means “to miss the mark.”

Transgression refers to presumptuous sin. To transgress is to choose to intentionally disobey; transgression is willful trespassing.

Iniquity is more deeply rooted. Iniquity refers to a premeditated choice; to commit iniquity is to continue without repentance. David’s sin with Bathsheba that led to the killing of her husband, Uriah, was iniquity
For today we will lump all three together and call it sins.
Let’s look at two kinds of Sin

1. Sin of Commission, a committed act of sin!

1 John 3:4  Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.

What is the law?   THE HOLY BIBLE

2. Sin of Omission… to neglect to do good!

James 4:17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

What does God think of just committing one sin?

Illustration with glass pane about the Ten Commandments  by Jim Carter retired Basket Ball player

James 2:10  For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

Understand that Sin is of the Devil
1 John 3:8  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.   {have hid: or, have made him hide}
Sin separates!

Rev. 21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

    Oh to be separated from God forever….how horrible!

Ro 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

DEATH is the result.  A Spiritual death. The 2nd Death

Re 2:11  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

Re 20:6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

Re 20:14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

Re 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

Halleluiah: 
BUT…. the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Summarize
III. Who or what is the Holy Spirit?

One of the trinity, God in Spirit form.  Also referred to as the Holy Ghost

God the Father, the Son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy Ghost (or Spirit)


He is God moving in spiritual form without a physical form.

IV. What is… a believer

One who believes

But what does the bible mean when its says Believe?

, John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
“Believeth”  Strong’s definition from On-Line Bible
In Greek the word is “pisteuo”  (pist-yoo'-o )

1) used in the NT of the conviction and trust to which a man is impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of soul 

2) to trust in Jesus or God as able to aid either in obtaining or in doing something: saving faith
It means you will believe in Christ with all of your heart, soul, and mind to a point of being changed within.   Allowing the Holy Spirit to change your life.

V. What is being saved?  
Open Bible to John Chap. 3


Within John 3:3 it states:  Jesus said; “…Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”

It is only by Jesus, and Jesus only.  John 14:6 is very clear


“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

For more information on how to be saved.

See pamphlet:  “How do you get to Heaven”

VI.  What is it to stay saved?

1 John 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

Galatians 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

James 4:7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.




Keep you eyes on Jesus.
VII. What is Sanctification?
3. Body of Sin, we will look more at the is in teachings on Holiness/Sanctification
Desire of a pure heart

Consecration

Achieving faith (Child like faith)

Whatever God wants for your life is in accordance with you.

Be filled with the Holy Ghost (Spiritual Baptism)


You will know by the witness of the Holy Sprit when you have been sanctified.

Look at the second part of this verse:  1John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

For more information on sanctification.

See pamphlet:  “How do you get to Heaven”
VIII. What is Backsliding?

Fall back into sin after being saved, and stay in that condition.  

The moment you return to a status of salvation you are no longer a backslider.  

You don’t have to stay a backslider; the devil is the only one who makes you think that you cannot ever come back to the Lord.  

IX. What is Blasphemy and Why is it So Deadly?

X. What is Heresy?

XI. What is the Tithe?

XII. What is the Christian Sabbath and is it Still Important?
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