Holiness

Psalms 29:2  Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
Luke 1:

67 ¶  And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,

68  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people,

69  And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David;

70  As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began:

71  That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us;

72  To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant;

73  The oath which he sware to our father Abraham,

74  That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear,

75  In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.

76  And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;

77  To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,

78  Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,

79  To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

80  And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.
What is Holiness?

What does the Bible mean where it says Holiness?

What is Christian Perfection as taught by John Wesley?
Looking at what the bible says about holiness relative to man.  We are not talking of the Holiness of God, but what the bible says about holiness in regard to man and in this present world.

"HOLINESS"   -  By David Wilson  

I am a pastor in one of the so-called ‘holiness’ denominations. I was first attracted to this denomination after being ordained in another, by its emphasis on holiness. I thought, “Well, if you are going to emphasise something, it may as well be one of the characteristics of God.” I loved the thought that we could walk in obedience and experience victory day by day. Surely this is what God desires (and demands) of His people. In fact, anything less than holiness is detrimental to our calling to represent God in the world.

I.
The Biblical meaning of holiness
In the Greek New Testament, the root hag is the basis of hagiasmos, translated “holiness,” “consecration,” “sanctification.” The hag words, translated by the Hebrew qadosh, literally mean “separate, contrasting with the profane.” Thus, God, as holy, is separate in character from the things of the world. Things and people dedicated as holy to God and to His use are separate from the world and separate unto Him.
Thus, “separation” is a major concept and a dynamic dimension of holiness. When God calls us to be holy, He is calling us to be separate from sin, separate from the unclean things of the world, separated unto Himself.
http://www.salvationarmy-usaeast.org/goodnews/goodnews/issues/2004_february/4a.htm

While we do separate ourselves in dress too, separation in the way we dress does not produce Holiness, nor is it an evidence of Holiness.  Holiness is purity in heart not old fashion in dress.  If we are simply only old fashion in our dress but have not the spirit of Christlikeness, we are deceived within our own minds! 

II.
What Holiness is not

In Ephesians 1:4, Paul tells us that we are to be ‘holy and blameless’. Holiness is a theme that can be traced right throughout Scripture, as the major characteristic of our identity as God’s people. It is the only way to be authentic in our Christian living.

Perhaps another way of understanding what holiness is, is to understand what it is not. Some think of holiness as perfectionism. Perfectionism is a belief that one can be free of any error or any mistake in this life. The call to holiness is not a call to such perfectionism.

Others would think that holiness is to be free from temptation. If I am a holy person, then I am no longer tempted. This is seen to be untrue simply by studying the life of Christ and the temptations He went through.

I have heard it said that a holy person is assured that he or she will never sin again. As one author has correctly stated, holiness is not the inability to sin, but the ability not to sin. 
Furthermore, holiness is not an instant maturity with no room left for growth. It is not freedom from problems in this life; it is not an emotional trip. It is not simply a belief in the right creed or belonging to the right denomination. It is not a legalistic obedience to an external set of rules and regulations. It does not involve a change of temperament or gifting; and it does not overcome all the problems of my humanity.

II.
What Holiness is

Holiness is best understood as a change from within. It involves a change of motivation and intention where love becomes the single-minded desire for obedience to God. Holiness involves the power to overcome sin, i.e., sin understood as volitional disobedience. John Wesley talked about sin in this way as an actual, voluntary transgression of the law, acknowledged to be such at the time it is transgressed. Holiness overcomes such sin.

Holiness is also an equipping for ministry. In fact it is always with self​giving in mind that holiness is to be sought. It is not for self-aggrandisement or good feelings on the inside, but it is for intimacy with God and the loving sacrificial ministry that results from such intimacy.

As such, holiness is always practical. In Ephesians 2:10, Paul talks of God’s people being created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which He has prepared for us in advance. Wesley spoke of inward holiness being the love of God and outward holiness being the love of neighbour, in good works. He claimed that the gospel of Christ knows no religion but social and no holiness but social. http://www.australian.wesleyan.org.au/holiness.htm
So what is true Holiness?.....
IV.

Holiness is Christlikeness

Simply speaking, holiness is Christlikeness. It is having the mind of Christ and being like Christ in our behaviour. It is essentially a life of Christlike love for God and others, thus fulfilling the commands that Jesus ranked as foremost. It is the outworking of that which Paul commands the Ephesian Church in chapter 4:1-2, ‘Live a life worthy of the calling you have received’. That calling, as Paul has elaborated in Ephesians 1-3 is to be the people of God, to represent God, and to be like Him. Holiness is the only way to fulfil such calling.  http://www.australian.wesleyan.org.au/holiness.htm
To Be Like Christ

When the wife of missionary Adoniram Judson told him that a newspaper article likened him to some of the apostles, Judson replied, “I do not want to be like a Paul or any mere man. I want to be like Christ. I want to follow Him only, copy His teachings, drink in His Spirit, and place my feet in His footprints. Oh, to be more like Christ!”

Source unknown

WE ARE A HOLINESS PEOPLE
We are called by Scripture and drawn by grace to worship God and to love Him with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves. To this end we commit ourselves fully and completely to God, believing that we can be "sanctified wholly," as a second crisis experience. We believe that the Holy Spirit convicts, cleanses, fills and empowers us as the grace of God transforms us day by day into a people of love and spiritual discipline, ethical, and moral purity, and compassion and justice. It is the work of the Holy Spirit that restores us in the image of God and produces in us the character of Christ. Holiness in the life of believers is most clearly understood as Christlikeness.


Core Values Booklet

From webpage “Nazarene Pastor” http://www.nazarenepastor.org/homerun.html
Ro 6:22  But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.

'There can be no better definition for holiness than, "Holiness is Christlikeness."
Holiness is…

The holiness taught in the New Testament and exemplified in the life of Christ is that state in which the devil is defeated and sin is shunned; in which our will is in harmony with the will of God; in which the Holy Spirit rules the life in motive, affection, and action; in which we may be beset by temptations but have the mastery over them. Holiness is Christlike sublimation of all our native human possibilities for good. Holiness is not so much an experience to be sought for itself, but rather is a byproduct of a life fully consecrated to Christ.
http://www.salvationarmy-usaeast.org/goodnews/goodnews/issues/2004_february/4a.htm

“Christian perfection in outward conduct consists, not in doing extraordinary things, but in doing ordinary things extraordinarily well.”   Port Royal

Ro 6:19  I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.
Here we are told to yield ourselves servants to righteousness unto holiness
Yield means to give over to, 

Christlikeness:

Romans 8:29 ¶ For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

1 Corinthians 15:49  And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

2 Corinthians 3:18  But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Philippians 3:21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

Colossians 3:10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

2 Peter 1:4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

1 John 3:2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
2Co 7:1  Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Eph 4:24  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

1Th 3:13  To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.

1Th 4:7  For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

1Ti 2:15  Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.

Tit 2:3  The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;

Heb 12:10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.

Heb 12:14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:
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