The Ways of Man
Proberbs 16:2 ¶ All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.
Proverbs 16:25 ¶ There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

Proverbs 21:2 ¶ Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.

Introduction:

Proverbs 30:

11  There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother.

12  There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.

13  There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up.

14  There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men.

In our society we are surrounded by the facts of these verses.

Man is a master at…

I.

Self Justification:
Man will sometimes become deceived by their own thoughts as to what is right. 

We are tempted to trust in our own heart, this is so dangerous.

In Jeremiah 17:9  we are warned that “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
Self justification sets in and people do what they want to do and deceive in their own heart that they are OK living in their sins.
You know man can justify just about anything in today’s society.

In our society we are told to be tolerant of others.

We can not condemn someone for what they do. 

Friend,… sin is sin and we must warn the sinners of their sinful ways.

Ezekiel 3:

18  When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

19  Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.

20  Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.

21  Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.

I once heard someone say in regard to the Gay marriage:
“I don’t think its right, but they’ve got a right to do what they want to.  That is between them and God.”

By the way, there is only one way a true Christian can view the Gay marriage issue, it is WRONG!  Anything we can do to bring our country closer to righteous living is our duty as an American Christian.
Oh, but you can’t judge.   Its wrong to Judge.


IT IS RIGHT TO JUDGE.

Satan is trying to desensitize the human race to calling sin what is really is SIN!

Would be to God that some would rise up and rebuke sin as we see it.  May-be God would honor this and be able to bring more into the Kingdom of Heaven.

God’s word tells us we will know their by their fruits.

Matthew 7:

17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
Man Justifies Himself!

· Every way of a man is right in his own eyes

· There is a way that seemeth right unto a man,
· There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes

· All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes;
If you take note to your temptations, they probably go a little like this.

· It won’t hurt just this once.

· Is it really wrong to do this?
· Do I really have to live like that?
· Do I really have to give up this in my life?
· Do I really have to keep the Lord’s day Holy?
· It’s not that bad, after all everybody else does it.
· Oh it’s a Christian love story, so that makes it right.

· Oh it’s only a movie.  There is only a little swearing in it and they didn’t actually take there cloth off.
· It will be OK, after all if that didn’t happen to me I wouldn’t have to do this right now.

· I’ll make it up later.

· I’ll return it tomorrow.

· Tomorrow, not today

· I’ll get right with God soon, but not today.

I could go on and on.

Do we justify our sins?

Do we allow in our lives what we know or are learning that which is wrong.

Is their sin in our lives?

You know Saul was a wise King until He let selfish Justification set in.

We find recorded in   1 Samuel 15:

And example of Self Justification:

Samuel a prophet was telling King Saul some directions from God.

 Thus saith the LORD 
go and smite Amalek

and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; slay every person and every ox, sheep, camel, donkey

Saul quickly gathered two hundred and ten thousand men, 

Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah until Shur which is over against Egypt.

But he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, 

and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword.

Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: 
You see Here Saul started to rationalize their goals.

Hay maybe we should keep the best sheep.

Did the Lord really say that we should destroy everything?


No this could not be, it is not logical.  He must have meant to just destroy that which was evil.

but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.

HAVE we just gotten rid of the things that are vile and evil in our eyes.  What of the things that steal our time.  Keep us from spending time in God’s word, keep us from spending time in prayer, keep us from reaching the Lost of this world.

Are we like Saul who just destroyed the really bad things.  Did we just give up the terribly wicked sins????
What about the little sins that we justify to be OK in our own eyes?

· Every way of a man is right in his own eyes

· There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes

· All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes;

· There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
1 Samuel 15:
10 ¶ Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying,

11  It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night.

But Saul didn’t do a great wickness.  After all he did kill every person but one.  He destroyed the live stock except those few.


Saul must have had a good reason not to kill them all.

12  And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal.

13  And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment of the LORD.



Now saul outwardly justifies himself. 
I have performed the commandment of the LORD.
Aren’t you proud of me Samuel.  We did it! we conquoured the Amalekites, just like God told us too.

“I have performed the commandment of the LORD.”
14  And Samuel said, 
Oh REALLY!

What meanth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?

You say you did the commandment of the Lord and I hear the evidence that says you didn’t

15  And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.

Have we every tried to justify ourselves by doing Good?

Here is a little Illustration from “The Evidence Bible” by Ray Comfort called, “I have broken the Ten commandments, but I do good things for people.”
Many people do similar things.  They may steal from their employer or cheat on their taxes, then give to a charity or spend Thanksgiving helping at a soup kitchen.  They think they are balancing the scales:  They have done bad, and now they are doing good.  However, the Bible reveals that the motive of guilty sinners is one of guilt.  They are attempting to bribe the judge of the Universe.  The Judge in the case will not be corrupted.  He must punish all sinners.  Good works cannot earn mercy; it comes purely by the grace of God.  He will dismiss our iniquity (sin) only on the grounds of our faith in Jesus.

God will only forgive our sins when we trust in Jesus to save us and are willing to repent, Then will we be empowered to live a victorious life in Jesus not serving sin again.

Samuel was telling Saul you are justifying yourself.

16  Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on.

17  And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed thee king over Israel?

18  And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them until they be consumed.

19  Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD?

20  And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

21  But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in Gilgal.

You know when man can’t justify himself any longer he starts to… 
II.

Blame everyone else around him.
“I have obeyed, but the people took of the spoil, sheep, and oxen so they could sacrifice them unto the LORD.

Do we blame those around us for our failures?

Do we blame our neighbors?

Do we blame our sisters?

Do we blame our aunts?

Do we blame our uncles?

Do we blame our parents?

Do we blame our Children?

Do we blame our wives?

Are we putting the blame on those around us when we ought to be looking in the mirror.

Chorus


It’s not, my brother, not my sister,


 but its me O’ Lord standing in the need of prayer.


It’s not, my father not my mother,



but its me O’ Lord standing in the need of prayer.


It’s not my teacher, not the preacher,


but its me O’ Lord standing in the need of prayer.

Man wants not the be at fault for there deeds.

Saul blamed the his solders for the errors now.


By the way, if our children are doing wrong and we allow it to go on, don’t thing that we as parents are not going to answer before God for what we have left go on.


Read about the early days of Samuel with his hearing the voice of God about Ely’s children if you want an eye opener sometime parents and grand parents.

22  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

III.

To obey is better than sacrifice
23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.

To disobey God is a form of rebellion.  Which God looks on as it is witchcraft.

All the sacrifice in the world will not make up for obedience to the Lord!

Saul goes on to plead with Samuel and sought God openly. But God would not yield.  Saul had Chosen his lot by disobeying God.  God would now make another King.
Proverbs 16:

6 ¶ By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

What will keep a Christian walking with God and free form sin?
IV.

By the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.
Psalms 19:9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.

Psalms 111:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.

Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Proverbs 8:13  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

Proverbs 9:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.

Proverbs 14:26  In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.

Proverbs 14:27  The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death.

Proverbs 15:33  The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.

Isaiah 33:6  And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the LORD is his treasure.
Have you departed from all evil in your life yet?

You can’t do it on your own, but with the help of Jesus Christ you can!

I.

Self Justification
II.

Blame others
III.

To obey is better than sacrifice
IV.

By the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.
Rev 21:27  And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Is your name written there?
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