Unbelief

Matthew 13:

53 ¶ And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence.

54  And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?

55  Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?

56  And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?

57  And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.

58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.

Does faith matter for an answer to prayer?

Does our unbelief effect our prayers being answered?

Do we limit what God would do in answer to prayer?

58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.

Adam Clarke said:

Unbelief and contempt drive Christ out of the heart, as they did out of his own country.  Faith seems to put the almighty power of God into the hands of men; whereas unbelief appears, to tie up even the hands of the Almighty.

Do we limit God?

58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.

John Wesley wrote:

And the reason why many mighty works are not wrought now, is not, that the faith is not every where planted; but, that unbelief every where prevails.

William Burkitt's Notes on the New Testament: 


This sin not only locks up the heart of a sinner, but also binds up the hands of a Saviour.  Unbelief obstructed Christ's miraculous works when on earth, and it obstructs his gracious works now in heaven. 

 
Ah!  cursed unbelief! which shuts up, O sinner, thy heart, and shuts out thy Saviour, and will effectually shut thee out of heaven, and not only procure damnation, but no damnation like it! 

 
Christ was unable because they were unwilling; his impotency was occasioned by their infidelity; he did not, because he would not; and that he would not, proceeded from a defect in their faith, not from any deficiency in Christ's power; their unbelief bound his hands, and hindered the execution of his power.

Let's bury unbelief.

Let's hold a funeral in our back yard and bury unbelief.  

Once it is buried does it come back up?  No, not if it is dead.  Let's be dead to unbelief.

Let's bury unbelief once and for all.

Unbelief Part II
Romans 4:

16  Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,

17 ¶ (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.

18  Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

19  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb:

20  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

21  And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.

22  And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.

23 ¶ Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him;

24  But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;

25  Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.

Faith and Unbelief
Important lessons are given by this alternation of the two ideas of faith and unbelief, obedience and disobedience. Disobedience is the root of unbelief. Unbelief is the mother of further disobedience. Faith is voluntary submission within a person’s own power. If faith is not exercised, the true cause lies deeper than all intellectual reasons. It lies in the moral aversion of human will and in the pride of independence, which says, “who is Lord over us? Why should we have to depend on Jesus Christ?” As faith is obedience and submission, so faith breeds obedience, but unbelief leads on to higher-handed rebellion. With dreadful reciprocity of influence, the less one trusts, the more he disobeys; the more he disobeys, the less he trusts. 

Alexander Maclaren
Satan is not their problem

Over the years God has been so gracious to allow me insight regarding aspects of a deeper walk with Him. Often times He has awakened me around 3 ‘oclock in the morning to talk with me, and hopefully I can share some of these times with you as we visit together.

I remember distinctly the first time this happened, and to me it was a startling revelation. I shall never forget it! As I woke up, and He began to speak, I became wide-eyed, fully aware that we were alone, even though Barb, my wife, lay sleeping beside me. Piercing the darkness of the night, the only ray or glimmer of light was from the small night light down the hallway from our bedroom. Yet, in the solitary darkness, I sensed the awesome presence of God! He cleared my mind with this startling statement: “RALEIGH, MY SON, I WANT YOU TO TELL MY CHILDREN, SATAN IS NOT THEIR PROBLEM!” It struck me with such force that my mind became clear as crystal clear water, or the noonday sun without a cloud in the sky.

My immediate response was, “WHAT DO YOU MEAN, SA TAN IS NOT THEIR PROBLEM?” His answer was to the point, and very revealing. “HOW CAN ANYONE DEFEATED AT CALVARY BE A PROBLEM” Then He continued; “I WANT YOU TO TELL THEM; I AM THEIR PROBLEM BECAUSE THEY CAN NOT TRUST ME IN THEIR DARKEST HOUR.” What God was telling me was the major difficulty, and problem facing His children today is not a defeated enemy, but rather having a relationship with the very one who created all things by the Word of His power! Trusting Him in the darkest moments of your trials, your testings, your difficulties, and pressing circumstances! Satan knows he has no more influence over you than what he can muster up through deception! If he can get you out of God’s Word, and into his lies and half-truths, meditating them, then he will create unbelief in your heart, and you will begin to doubt God’s ability and desire to PROVIDE FOR YOU!!! To show God’s concern about this very thing, Jesus said, in Luke 18: 1,8. “AND HE SPOKE A PARABLE UNTO THEM TO THIS END, THAT MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY AND NOT TO FAINT (8). NEVERTHELESS, WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMETH SHALL HE FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH?”

Satan knows if he can plant seed thoughts of doubt in your mind, question marks of unbelief and unsettled opinions about GOD’S FAITHFULNESS, and HIS WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE FOR YOU, then it won’t be long before he can forecast your defeat, your outcome, and your destruction!

Dr. Raleigh D. Jenkins, With Permission, God Will Provide! p. 59-61

We took on a commitment to pray for some lost loved ones a couple of weeks ago.  Remember?


"Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven." Mt. 18:19

What can stop our prayers from going up to heaven?


Unbelief!


Are you praying in Unbelief or Faith?

Looking to God's Holy word we have the example of Abraham:

Romans 4:

Verse 17
 ¶ (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.

Notice here God said it as though it had already happened.  


calleth those things which be not as though they were.


As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations

If we are going to have faith rather than unbelief we are going to have to believe it now as if it already were come to past.

Hebrews 1.1

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Moving down to 

Verse 19

 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb:

Abraham was old, Sara was old, beyond the age of having children.  It was impossible with man, but Abraham believed because it was God who said so.

Matthew 19:26  But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

Mark 10:27  And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.

Luke 1:37  For with God nothing shall be impossible.

Luke 18:27  And he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.

Matthew 17:20  And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Verse 20

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

Abraham staggered not at the promise of God.  He did not waver or wonder if it was possible, or if it was going to really happen.  He believed God, He took him at his word.

O' that we would just take God at His word.

Let it be said that Marlene staggered not at the promise of God.

Let is be said Floyd staggered not at the promise of God.

Let is be said Thelma staggered not at the promise of God.

Let is be said Carol staggered not at the promise of God.

Let is be said Rodney staggered not at the promise of God.

Has God promised us to answer our prayers?  Than let's believe God.  Lets defeat the attacks of Satan to strick us with unbelief.

Let's bury unbelief in the back yard.

Let's rejoice at the funeral for unbelief in our hearts.

Let unbelief DIE, Let it DIE, Let it DIE NOW!

Let's cover it with ground and ceil it in tight.  Unbelief will only surface if you give it room to resurrect.

Lets bury unbelief in the back yard.

Verse 21

21  And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.

And being fully persuaded

Abraham was fully persuaded.   

He was not a little persuaded.


Well maybe they will get saved.


They might get saved if _________

No if's about it, you must believe they will get saved.

Are you praying for them, Are you believing in God to do the work and not in them to change there suborn minds and move towards God.  Are you believing God to draw them to Himself?

Need I remind you that No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.  John 6:44  

Do you believe God will draw them towards Him?

Abraham was fully persuaded. 

Are you fully persuaded?

Are you praying in faith that can't be stopped.

If Satan can stir up unbelief in our hearts you will never be fully persuaded.

21  And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.

We must be fully persuaded that God will do what he has promised.

Let's pray believing God.

Can we believe God tonight

Lets break up into our groups tonight and pray for those loved ones we are agreeing on together tonight. 

Let's believe God "That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven."

God is not willing that any should perish.

2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.


This means your loved ones!

How does this sin of unbelief affect the church?

Lev. 4:

13 ¶  And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance, and the thing be hid from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which should not be done, and are guilty;

14  When the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the congregation shall offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him before the tabernacle of the congregation.

15  And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the head of the bullock before the LORD: and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD.

16  And the priest that is anointed shall bring of the bullock’s blood to the tabernacle of the congregation:

17  And the priest shall dip his finger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD, even before the vail.

18  And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar which is before the LORD, that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall pour out all the blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

19  And he shall take all his fat from him, and burn it upon the altar.

20  And he shall do with the bullock as he did with the bullock for a sin offering, so shall he do with this: and the priest shall make an atonement for them, and it shall be forgiven them.

21  And he shall carry forth the bullock without the camp, and burn him as he burned the first bullock: it is a sin offering for the congregation.
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