Reading:  Luke 23-32-43

32 ¶ And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to death.

33  And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left.

34  Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

35  And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.

36  And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,

37  And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.

38  And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

39  And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

40  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?

41  And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.

42  And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

43  And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Let's look at two different types of people:



TWO THIEVES, 

WHICH ONE ARE YOU?

"39  And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us."

I.
The first thief or should I say type of person


A.
Wanted Christ to prove himself



1.
This is like some people of the world:




a.
If there is a God let him show himself




b.
Let me see his power




c.
He is not because He does not.




d.
If god is so strong and can do anything,

can he make a rock that is two big for him to move.




e.
If there is a God, why are there so may starving, hurt in tragedies, babies killed at birth, etc…


B.
"If thou be Christ, save thyself and us."


1.
Most wanted Christ to show who he was

"35  And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God."

a.
The People

b.
The government

c.
The solders



2.
and us, save us all




a.
This thief was not concerned as to whether or not Christ was who he claimed to be, he just want to be saved in this world.




b.
Did not acknowledge his guilt.





1.
Probable thought:






I don't deserve this,






I almost got away






If only I was able too…..




b.
Save me from what I deserve.





1.
Do we ask God to get us out of what we caused?  If so where is our heart?





2.
People want God to do for them now,






but they don't go all the way with Christ.

This person's heart was for his own self,

 in the right here and now sense


SAVE ME, 



I'M ABOUT TO DIE




IF YOU ARE CHRIST SAVE ME 

I WANT TO LIVE FOREVER ON THIS FLESHLY EARTH


Is this what God wants for us?  Is there way out?

II.
The second thief or should I say type of person:

"40  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?


He rebuked the other


A.
You idiot, can you see we are dying here too,

Don't you realized that God will soon pass judgment on us for all that we've done

1.
(What a tragedy of the other to be so blinded and heart harden as to there status of life)

2. 
We are about to die, and all of eternity is at the door, we are thieves and you rail on the one dying next to you.

3.
His heart was crying out for help.

This man was different, his heart was hurting for Christ and he wanted help

41  And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.
B.
His heart was open to receive help because he:

because he…


1.
Admitted his own gilt

a.
"for we receive the due reward of our deeds"
because he…



2.
Confession with his mouth

a.
1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins

b.
Romans 10:9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

because he…



3.
He believed Christ was the Son of God

Luke 23:42  And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.


C.
By grace we are saved

Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

1.
By the grace of God, through faith, this man was saved from eternal death, and could go to his heavenly home.

43  And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Where are you today?

Do you question the almighty God if he exists?

You can know Christ personally.

Seek and ye shall find.

Come to Jesus and be whole.

Doesn't matter if you have waited all of your life unto near death,  

It does not matter how old you are…

Christ says come to me and I will give you rest.
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