Spiritual Tunnels
Matthew 1:

18 ¶ Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

19  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.

20  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

22  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,

23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

24  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:

25  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.

Have we ever thought what it must have been like for Joseph.

Imagine the one you love pregnant and the baby is not yours.  How must he have felt.  What grief and confusision he must have been through.  Then too hear what would sound like a excuse of excuses, that baby was put there by God.          Come on, this story is too hard to believe.

What a battle in the mind this must have been for Joseph.

You know we Christians go through some mind battles in our lives too.  We go through what we may call spiritual tunnels.

I’d like to share an illustration from JM Humphrey’s book called Railroad Sermons from Railroad Stories.  The message today comes from out of this illustration and is a combination of JM Humphrey’s and my work.

I’ll call this:

Spiritual Tunnels

For those who have ridden trains very much you know what it is like to be gliding along at high speed beneath the meridian blaze of the sun, when all of a sudden it darts into a tunnel draped with smoke and midnight gloom. From all appearances it seems to the traveler as if the sun had set and that it was well nigh the noon of night.

Every Christian in the world has or will at some time pass through a similar experience. There have been times, in my life where I was speeding along the highway of the Christian life, with an unclouded assurance of acceptance with God and assurance of salvation, when all of a sudden the spiritual sky over my head darkens up, while tightness and pressure settled down upon me like a load of bricks. The first few times in which this occurred to me I became greatly alarmed over the matter, and I would go to the Lord to find out if I had lost my religion or not.  Or can can tell of times where the tunnel was so deep that I couldn’t see the light at the end of the tunnel for days.

O’how blessed it was to be gently informed that this was only a tunnel, and that I would come to an end.
Now if we were to pass through a tunnel on a train would we start thinking that we are stuck here?  But as we can see in the course of time that we will come through our tunnels if we stay on track.

During these tunnel experience I would find myself content as much as possible under the circumstances, but was tremendously glad when I reached the end of the tunnel and saw the sun again.

I wonder if Joseph felt like this when he found his future wife to be found with Child.  I wonder if he passed through a spiritual tunnel.

Tunnel experience we may find teach us some of the following lessons:

1.
We may discovered with great joy and gratitude that God is well pleased with him, and that the sun shone equally as bright when he was cast down, tempted and pressed as when he felt greatly lifted up.
2. We may also learn, by God taking us through the tunnel, that God's method is not always to take us over and around difficulties and hard places, but to take us through them. He did not take Daniel around the lions' den, but through.

Neither did he take the Hebrew boys around the fiery

Furnace but He kept them safe in the mitts of the fire. 

His promise is,

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. (Isaiah 43:2).

3. We may also discovered the fact that the tunnel experience was God's most effectual method of regulating him, reining him up and causing him to walk more carefully and watchfully.

We learn as we grow.
4. Lastly, the tunnel experiences are a way in which the Holy Spirit reveals to us how sweet and precious Jesus is, and just how unhappy we would be without Him. 

This, of course, caused the us to have less horror for the tunnel experience in the future..

Are you going through a tunnel in your spiritual walk with God?

Does it seem like there is no end in site?

I just want to let you know a few things:

God does care!

God is there

God will see you through.

When it is dark and you can’t see, hold out your hand and let God lead you.

I suppose one of the hardest things for a blind person is to not be able to see when they are moving along.  When we are in a spiritual tunnel, lets let the saviour do the leading.

And with this I’ll close by say

When In a tunnel, don’t stop, backup, or jump track for you will have a much harder time making it out of the tunnel in one piece.
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