Truth, Believe, Reconciliation, Salvation

What is Truth?

Demonstration the curved illusion

Illustration:

Have you ever asked for something and were told you were going to get it, but when it came it was not what you wanted or expected. 

Maybe like they said you were having Chicken for dinner, but when you got your food it was a really a minced chicken patty, not quite like real CHICKEN.  

Or maybe when someone said I’ll be right back and it took hours or they never came back at all.  

· What is sin?

1 John 3:4  Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.

What is the law?   THE HOLY BIBLE

James 4:17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

· What does God think of just committing one sin?

Illustration with glass pane about the Ten Commandments  by Jim Carter retired Basket Ball player

James 2:10  For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

1 John 3:8  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.

1 John 2:16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

· Can we just believe and that is all that is needed?

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
“Believeth”  Strong’s definition from On-Line Bible
In Greek the word is “pisteuo”  (pist-yoo'-o )

1) used in the NT of the conviction and trust to which a man is impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of soul 

2) to trust in Jesus or God as able to aid either in obtaining or in doing something: saving faith
It means you will believe in Christ with all of your heart, soul, and mind to a point of being changed within.   Allowing the Holy Spirit to change your life.

· What is Salvation?


God inspired me with the following definition after seeking God for truth and reading From Harper’s Bible Dictionary: 

Salvation = deliverance from sin and its consequences, and the coming to peace and reconciliation with God.




And…

A salvation that still left sin in command was not salvation in any sense

So what is reconciliation?

Reconciliation
2 Corinthians 5:

17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;
19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
Reconciliation = strong reference in the greek:

2643. katallage kat-al-lag-ay’; i.e. restoration to (the divine) favor:—atonement

restoration to favour 

2a) in the NT of the restoration of the favour of God to sinners that repent and put their trust in the expiatory death of Christ

How we be reconciled?  

What is Salvation?



In John 3:3 Jesus said; “…Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”

John 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.


It is only by Jesus, and Jesus only.  John 14:6 is very clear


“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Can use New Birth part of Characteristic of True Christianity sermon
Truth, Believe, Reconciliation, Salvation, 8-2-12, (Reconciliation & Believeth, 2-13-03).doc
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