Trusting God

Job 1 and 13:15   Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.
How much do we trust God? Do we trust Him in every situation, or only in some? Can we trust Him with our lives? Would we trust Him even if He took our life or the life of someone we love?

Hannah Whitall Smith is quoted in this:
“What is needed for happy effectual service is simply to put your work into the Lord's hand, and leave it there. Do not take it to Him in prayer, saying, "Lord, guide me, Lord, give me wisdom, Lord, arrange for me," and then arise from your knees, and take the burden all back, and try to guide and arrange for yourself. Leave it with the Lord, and remember that what you trust to Him you must not worry over nor feel anxious about. Trust and worry cannot go together.”

I. Introduction

A. Trust can be defined as: a firm belief in another's honesty, ability or integrity. 

1. Trust means that you believe that someone will do exactly what he says he will do, no matter what. 

2. Complete Trust means that doubt about another person never even enters your mind.

B. Many think that they have a deep trust because they obey God.

1. But that is not trust; that is obedience. 

2. It is easier to obey God than to trust Him. 

3. We can blindly obey someone because we think its the right thing to do… 

4. But we trust someone because we believe in Him.

C. The example of Peter.

1. He thought that He trusted Christ; but he denied his Lord 3 times in one night. 

2. And he wept bitterly because of it. 

3. His trust wasn't based upon a true belief; it was based upon emotion.

D. Job's trust in God was not based upon emotion.

1. It was based upon a complete belief in God as the One who knew what was best for him in all situations. 

2. It was based upon a complete belief that whatever God put into his life, God was still to be trusted. 

3. Job uttered these classic words after he had gone through some of the worst things in his life. 

(Job 13:15) "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him."
4. He said this while everyone else told him to curse God and die!

II. Trusting God Boils Down To Whether We Believe What He Says Is True Or Not.

A. How do we know that we can trust God? 

1. Because what He has said in the past has come to pass.

2. We have seen prophecy fulfilled exactly as God has said it would. 

3. We know that His Word is trustworthy, we can count on Him.

(Psa 9:10) "And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee."
(Psa 33:4) "For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth."
4. We see that others have trusted God before us. 

5. Men have gladly laid down their lives, they have faced torture and pain; they have lost their homes and families.

B. The early church was persecuted and hunted down because of their faith.

1. In other countries this continues today. 

2. They really have to have trust in God. 

3. We know very little of real persecution for our faith.

C. The one thing that God has said that is the hardest to believe…

1. That we will continue to live on after death. 

2. To really believe this is the supreme test of whether we trust Him or not. 

3. We all have to face death, but do we all truly believe that we will live again? 

4. God has said yes, but do we trust Him enough to believe it without doubt? 

5. That is where faith comes in. 

6. Do we trust Him enough to put our lives in His hands?
a. Eternity is not the question… 

b. The question is will we spend eternity with God in heaven… 

c. Or will we be separated from God and tormented for all eternity in the lake of fire? 

d. That is determined by our trust in God and His Word today… 

e. Do we trust Him for our salvation? 

7. If you have never placed your trust in the finished work of Jesus Christ on Calvary, we invite you to do so today!

Trust Him when dark doubts assail thee, 

Trust Him when thy strength is small, 
Trust Him when to simply trust Him 

seems the hardest thing of all. 
Trust Him, He is ever faithful, 
Trust Him, for his will is best, 
Trust Him, for the heart of Jesus 
Is the only place of rest. 
Trust Him, for that eternal resting place

Anonymous
Are you tired of living for this old world that always leaves you wanting more?

Are you tired of depending on yourself to get you through?

Try Trusting Jesus…..

III. Trusting God Does Not Always Mean That We Will Understand What He Is Doing, Or Why He Is Doing It.

A. This is the real hard part! 

1. This is where faith and trust have to operate at their highest level! 

2. When all of the sudden everything in our life starts going bad, we begin to wonder where God is at! 

3. We wonder if He has forgotten about us, or if He still cares about us. 

4. When all of our best laid plans go bad, we wonder why God would allow this to happen to us! 

5. We may even get mad at God.

B. Sometimes Christians it seems that we suffer more than unbelievers.

1. But God doesn't always operate the way that we think.

2. Our parents didn't always do things our way when we were children. 

3. But we can't let that keep us from trusting God! 

4. He knows best! He knows the future, we don't!

(Isa 46:10) "Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:"

C. 
Trusting God Is Not Based On Whether He Gives Us Everything That We Ask For.

1. Selfishness doesn't produce trust. 

2. How many people have you known that have said something like this: 

3. "I asked God for something, and he didn't give it to one, therefore I can’t trust Him." 

4. This is a very selfish motive. 

5. And this will never develop trust in God, only fear. 

D. The example of Paul

1. The Apostle Paul, who had a very legitimate request of God. 

2. He asked God to heal him. 

3. God said no.

4. Did Paul stop trusting in God because He wouldn't heal him? No. 

5. He accepted the fact that God had another plan for him. 

6. He accepted the fact that God knew what was best for Paul. 

E. How do we develop a deep trust in God? 

1. How do we get to the place where Job was where he could say, "Though He slay me, yet I will trust Him?" 

2. He had a relationship with God. 

a. A real relationship. 

b. Not just one day a week, but 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

c. He drew close to God.

3. We won't trust a stranger…

a. God doesn't want to be a stranger to any of us.

b. He desires for us to have a personal relationship with Him. 

c. The more we know God, the more we will find Him faithful, and the more we will trust Him. 

d. This was Job's secret: He knew God. 

Do we know Him? Do we trust Him? For our salvation? For our daily needs? For everything? 

Trust in the Lord
     Who do you know that is trustworthy?  I mean, really trustworthy.  Do you know anyone that you could trust with your life?  With your money?  With your home?  If you do, then you know there is a special bond between you.  One of the reasons you are able to trust another so much is because of the character of that person.  You can't trust a thief or a liar.  But you can trust someone who has a track record of integrity, honestly, faithfulness, etc.  So, in a very real sense, trust (faith) is only as good as the one you put it in. 
     God is trustworthy.  The Bible tells us to trust God.  In fact, the middle verse of the Bible is Psalm 118:9 which says "It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes," (KJV).  While we sleep, the Lord is awake.  Though we cannot see the path ahead of us with all its blessings and troubles, the Lord sees it and guides us through it with His love.  These are truths we need to hear.  Has not the Lord been ruling the world before we were born?  Most assuredly yes. Will He not rule it in the future?  Of course.  Since these are both true, then should not all of us Christians be trusting the Lord to rule not only this world but also our lives in the present? 
     Faith is an awesome reality when placed in the True God.  The false gods of the cults and false world religions cannot save help anyone anymore than the false gods of money, possessions, and power.  Oh sure, we can make ourselves safe by getting a good job, having good insurance, or getting check ups.  But, the reality is that all of the blessings that we receive are ultimately from the Lord (Matt. 5:43-48).  In fact, to put your trust in anything without giving glory to God, the True God, is a waste of time since it is a temporary satisfaction.  Ultimately, we will stand before God on the Day of Judgment.
     If there was any time when you need to trust anyone for anything, it is on the coming Day of Judgment when the Lord Himself will judge the works and motives of all people who have ever lived.  We need a fair and righteous Judge who will impartially and perfectly administer righteousness to everyone -- and that is just what will happen.  God's holiness requires perfection and those who have sinned against Him will be judged.  You can trust God to do that and to do it correctly.  And that is the problem for us.  Because I can trust the Lord to do what is right, I must stand before Him and be judged...as will you.  But, for those of us who have trusted in Christ, we are the only ones who will escape the righteous judgment of God upon the sinners.  Only those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus, God in flesh, risen Lord, Savior, will be able rest and not fear on that Day.  Why?  Because we can trust God at His word that when He says we will be saved from condemnation if we trust in Jesus, that it is true.  You see, our trust, our faith, is only as good as who you put it in.
     God is not a man from another planet (Mormonism).  Nor is Jesus a created angel (Jehovah's Witnesses).  Jesus is not a mere prophet (Islam).  He is not a man in tune with the divine consciousness (New Age).  Nope.  Jesus is God in flesh, creator, redeemer, and the lover of our souls.
     Therefore, trust in Him and in Him alone in all things.  Trust Him to be faithful to you.  Look to Him in all that you do and in all that you experience, even when it is difficult.  Remember, faith is only as good as who you put it in.  Since we Christians serve the true and awesome God of the universe, our faith, our trust, will not be wasted.
Some promises for those who trust in the Lord:

2 Samuel 22:31  As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.



BUCKLER  =  Arms, Shield.

Psalms 31:19 ¶ Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men!

Psalms 32:10  Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about.

Psalms 34:22  The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.

Psalms 125:1 They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.

Proverbs 29:25 ¶ The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe.

Isaiah 26:3  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

Jeremiah 17:7  Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.

Nahum 1:7  The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.

Trusting God, 8-14-05.doc





Last printed 8/13/2005 10:51 PM


Page 4 (A)

Page 4 (B)

