Trouble in Numbers

Rebellion against Moses

Chapter 12

Reading  whole Chapter v1-16
Miriam and Aaron
they spoke against Moses because of his wife being Ethiopian.  They began to doubt in Moses leadership being the only one from God, there by exalting themselves.


God said: "v3 (Now the man Moses [was] very meek, above all the men which [were] upon the face of the earth.)"


Moses the humble and meek was being persecuted by his own family.  His brother and sister-in-law

God's anger was kindled against Miriam and she was struck with leprosies, and after Moses interceded for her she was limited to only 7 days outside the camp and then God healed her.
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mur·mur (mûr'mər)


 

[Middle English murmure, from Old French, from Latin murmur, a humming, roaring, of imitative origin.]

noun 

1. A low, indistinct, continuous sound: spoke in a murmur; the murmur of the waves. 

2. An indistinct, whispered, or confidential complaint; a mutter. 

3. Medicine An abnormal sound, usually emanating from the heart, that sometimes indicates a diseased condition. 

verb: -mured, -mur·ing, -murs. 

intransitive verb 

1. To make a low, continuous, indistinct sound or succession of sounds. 

2. To complain in low mumbling tones; grumble. 

transitive verb 

To say in a low indistinct voice; utter indistinctly: murmured his approval.
derivatives

mur'mur·er 

noun 

mur'mur·ing·ly 

adverb 

mur'mur·ous 

adjective 

mur'mur·ous·ly 

adverb

Meaning of COMPLAIN

Pronunciation:    kum'pleyn

  Sponsored Links:    

WordNet Dictionary 

  Definition:   [v]  make a formal accusation; bring a formal charge; "The plaintiff's lawyer complained that he defendant had physically abused his client" 

[v]  express complaints, discontent, displeasure, or unhappiness; "My mother complains all day"; "She has a lot to kick about" 

  Synonyms:   kick, kvetch, plain, quetch, sound off 

  Antonyms:   cheer, cheer up, chirk up 

  See Also:   backbite, beef, bellyache, bemoan, bewail, bitch, bleat, charge, croak, deplore, gnarl, gripe, grizzle, grouch, grouse, grumble, hen-peck, holler, inveigh, lament, murmur, mutter, nag, peck, protest, rail, regret, repine, report, scold, squawk, whine, yammer, yawp 

Twelve spies sent to Canaan
Chapter 13
Reading:  13:1-3, 21-33
2  Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them.

God send us to do a job

We need to be faithful to do as He asks.

30  And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.

31  But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.
32  And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 
33  And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

The devil always wants us to think we are grasshoppers and the problems we face are giants.

When things look hard and almost impossible,

Lets not have an evil heart of unbelief that brings in lies and evil reports, and discouraging thoughts..

There will always be those that say it is not possible, you will fail.  Don’t do that.
Why do you bother it won’t last.  It can’t grow.

Here is a little illustration I would like to share….

Parts from 
”Memos from Hell” by Ray Comfort  

If you decide to share your faith, be ready to get a "memo from Hell." The word "memo" is short for "memorandum." According to the dictionary it is "a written proposal or reminder." Your boss will give you a memo telling you what he wants you to do. It's his will for you to fulfill. 

If you have enlisted for the Christian faith, you have begun a new job. The Bible is now your memo. It is there to inform you of your new Boss's will.  When you were in the world, you had a different boss. His memos dictated your lusts. You joyfully ran to do his will. You used to serve sin, but you quit because you suddenly discovered that there was going to be a payday, and you didn't like the wages. They were gross. The wages of is death. A down payment had already been dealt to you in this life, and full payment would have come in Hell in the next. It was a real bad deal. Thank God that you had the good sense to obey His command to quit before payday came. 

However, your old boss is a sore loser. He didn't like having to let you go. He desperately wants you back, and he keeps bugging you with memos. These are special messages that are designed to discourage you from working for your new Boss. 

These are personal dictates, formulated for you by subtle satanic secretaries, who know what to send you. They usually play on your fears and your weaknesses. These personal memos will usually be delivered to you through the mouth or pen of some individual from whom you least expect it. And they will come at just the right time to do their dirty demonic work. 

I will never forget my first personalized memo. It came way back in 1974. I was about to preach open-air for the first time in my life. I was terrified, but I had determined to preach. I was gathering courage while looking at 20 to 30 people who were sitting on some steps in the local square of my hometown. 

Another Christian came alongside me, unaware of what I was planning to do.  He looked in the same direction and casually said, "Look at that bunch of people. Hardly worth preaching the gospel to them ...," and walked off. It was perfect timing. Too perfect. I realized what was happening, ignored the memo and preached anyway. I thank God that I opened my mouth that day, because I ended up going back to preach open-air at that location more than three thousand times. If I had listened to the memo, I may never have gone back there again. 

Jesus got a perfectly timed and personalized memo delivered to Him through the mouth of Peter. He had just finished telling His disciples about the cross and the resurrection-that He was going to be killed at the hands of the Jewish elders-when Peter (who didn't like what he heard) immediately rebuked Jesus. But look at what Jesus did. He knew where the memo originated: 

He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men" (Matthew 16:23). 

We need to react in the same way. The old boss can get behind us. We are no longer looking in his direction. His memos are now offensive to us because they work against the things of God. 

Some time ago I suggested to Kirk Cameron's sister, Candace (from "Full House"), that we publish her testimony as a gospel tract. She was excited about the concept, but she explains what came her way the same day as the suggestion: 

"I had just spoken to 5,000 teenage girls at a youth conference. I shared my testimony using God's Law to show them our need for the Savior. I felt great about the event and felt encouraged to continue to share my faith at conferences and churches around the country. When I got home, Ray sent me an email and said, 'Let's do a tract for you. We'll have some Full House pictures, your testimony, and a gospel message on it.' I was excited about this idea and thought it would be another wonderful tool for me to use in sharing my faith.  


"No sooner did I hit the send button on my reply email to Ray than I received an incoming mail message. It was from a pastor at a church where I'd spoken earlier in the year. As he was encouraging me to share my testimony with others, he had a few thoughts he wanted to share as well: 'People don't need a tract that you give them . . . [Be] sensitive to the Holy Spirit, and not try to preach and condemn.' 

"My heart sank. I was incredibly discouraged. The timing could not have been more perfect. I was so bummed out after reading it, I didn't know what to do. He was the last person I expected to hear those words from. As I realized it was Satan trying to discourage me in any way possible, I shook it off and wrote an email back telling him how important it is that we use the Law to draw people to Christ." 

No doubt other memos will come. They are a sign that we're doing the right thing for the Kingdom of God. If we're not getting attacked, it would mean that we're not being effective for the Lord.  


So, if you are going to seek and save the lost, you too should be ready for that "personalized" memo. When it comes, tell the deliverer that he can take it back to where it came from. He can get behind you, because you are no longer your own. You have been bought with a price. Jesus would never think of quitting. The benefits are too great. So set yourself to work at the job He has called you to do. 

> Ray Comfort's ministry has been commended by Franklin Graham, Josh McDowell, Dr. D. James Kennedy, Bill Gothard, David Wilkerson, Joni Eareckson Tada, and many other Christian leaders. He has written for Billy Graham's Decision magazine and Bill Bright's Worldwide Challenge. His literature is used by the Moody Bible Institute, Leighton Ford Ministries, Campus Crusade For Christ, Institute in Basic Life Principles, and the Institute for Scientific & Biblical Research. Visit www.wayofthemaster.com
The devil will try to get us to stop

We must go on no matter what comes are way

We must not give up in the battle.

We must go on to win the war

We must stand our ground no matter what it may cost.


Let’s be a Caleb!
30  And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.


Caleb is of the tribe of Judah

Lets remember that there is a lion out of the tribe of Judah that is leading our march.


Let’s stand behind the Lion of Judah and quench the fire darts of the wicked one.
Eph. 6:16  Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.


Let’s be a Joshua!

The rebellion of Israel

Chapter 14

Reading v1-12
Rebellion against Moses and Aaron

Chapter 16

Some accuse Moses of exalting himself above the people.


Turned the people against Moses and Aaron.


V31-34  Korah and his followers were swallowed up into a pit that had opened up, and destroyed in the Earth as it closed backup over them.


v35 fire consumed those who were offering incense before the Lord.  They were not God's chosen to burn the incense.


1.
Lesson here to learn is to be careful of doing the work of the Lord is one is not called.

2.
God does not take lightly to rebellion against his leaders either.


Given all this that happened the very next day the people complained that Moses and Aaron had killed the people of the Lord.  But in truth it was not them who killed these people, it was God.


This angered God even more, and he told Moses and Aaron to get back from the people for he was going to destroy them.


Then a plague began to sweep across the people.  Moses told Aaron to quickly go in the mitts of the people and make atonement for them, for this great sin of rebellion again.


Aaron made atonement for their sins and the plague was stopped, but 14,700 had already died plus the 250 that had been consumed in the fire for offering incense before the Lord who were not of the descendants of Aaron.

God will only stand so much and then His wrath will be poured out.  If it is your loved one, be ready to stand in the gap between them and God.

Ch 20


Just a short period of time later the people rose up again against Moses because they could not find water.   
V3-5: 


"3 And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before the LORD!   4 And why have ye brought up the congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there?   5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it [is] no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates;" 

This time blaming Moses again for what God has sent them to do.


It is not that the people are actually blaming Moses or Aaron, or rebelling against them, it is rather that they are rebelling out at God.


So God in his mercy still trying to show his love to the people, sends Moses to speak to the rock and bring water out of it for the people.


But Moses errors this time, in that he did not speak to the rock, but instead struck the rock with the rod.  As a result Moses was punished in that he would now not enter the promised land either.

Ch 21

Spoke against God
5  And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.

6  And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.

7  Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people.

8  And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

9  And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

Closing summary points to the Series
Moses was persecuted by his own family.

Those who stand against a person of God.  God’s vengeance will be poured out on them!

Let’s be a Caleb and a Joshua

People rebel against their leaders and which is God’s chosen.

God punishes those who rebel

In all this Moses continually stood in the gap between God and the People to try to save them from perishing.

We can learn from this that if we rebel we will be punished.  We can also see that we need to intercede for those who rebel even when it is against us.

Moses messed up too, as a result of the people rebelling against Him.
People can bring their leader down with constant rebellion



Lesson here is to leaders to be careful that the Devil does not destroy us through our people..
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