Train up a child

Proverbs 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

We are to shape the lives of our children so they don’t depart from the ways that are right.
I.
Teach them the ways of God

To obey God


To listen to and read the Bible

In Deuteronomy 6:, Moses had just finished going over the 10 Commandments and he gave this additional instruction:

4 ¶ Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

5  And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

6  And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:

7  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

8  And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.
9  And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

Teach them to the ways of God…


That their sinful heart needs Salvation,



That their sins must be confess and forsake in order to be forgive and saved. 



That they need to have their heart cleansed of its sinful nature thereby sanctifying them. 


Set the example before them, they will mirror what you 


do!



If your want you child to make it to heaven than you 



must set out to make it to heaven.

II.
Teach them to obey their parents


First they must know divine order in the home

Ephesians 5:

21 ¶ Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

22  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

23  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

24  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

28  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

31  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

32  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

33  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.


Christ is the head of the husband



The husband is the head of the wife,




The wife is the head of the children



When a child is missing this structure in the home, they will be most often found to be irreverent to authority.

Why is it so important for a child to have this structure, because they get their example of God from their father.


They learn reverence to their father by how mom is reverent to her husband.


If the mother is rebellious to the father than the children will become rebellious towards authority and ultimately God.


Mothers, you are to be the child first hand teacher.

The Greatest Preacher
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan had 4 sons and they were all preachers. Someone once came into the drawing room when all the family was there. They thought they would see what Howard, one of the sons, was made of so they asked him this question: “Howard, who is the greatest preacher in your family?” Howard had a great admiration for his father and he looked straight across at him and then without a moments hesitation he answered, “Mother.”

Source unknown
Mothers at all cost, should remain at home to raise the children.

Why are the mothers the first hand teachers in the home?


Because…


Father's it is your duty to provide for the family


If you follow God's plan for your finance, God will see that you are taken care of.  If you follow you own ideas about finances, then you are on your own.


This is a whole other sermon!
III.
Pray for you children and spend time with them teaching them important things in life.


Susannah Wesley, for example, spent one hour each day praying for her 17 children. In addition, she took each child aside for a full hour every week to discuss spiritual matters. No wonder two of her sons, Charles and John, were used of God to bring blessing to all of England and much of America. Here are a few rules she followed in training her children: 

(1) Subdue self-will in a child and thus work together with God to save his soul. 

(2) Teach him to pray as soon as he can speak. 

(3) Give him nothing he cries for and only what is good for him if he asks for it politely. 

(4) To prevent lying, punish no fault which is freely confessed, but never allow a rebellious, sinful act to go unnoticed

(5) Commend and reward good behavior. 

(6) Strictly observe all promises you have made to your child.”

III.

Parents love your children


1.
You spend time with what you love!



Make time for you children



Dad's you work all day, but you need to spend 



quality time with your children. 




They need it and so do you.


2.
Mom's one of the most loving things you can do is get a little time alone to refresh yourself and emotions



Dads it is your duty to see mom gets some time with the children in your cares so she can spend personal time with God and have a break from the stresses of life.


3.
Correction is a must

remember Susannah Wesley's words:

(4) To prevent lying, punish no fault which is freely confessed, but never allow a rebellious, sinful act to go unnoticed

Never allow a rebellious sinful act to go unnoticed!

Proverbs 29:15  The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.

Proverbs 22:15  Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him. 

Proverbs 23:13-14  Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell.

Proverbs 19:18  Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.

Proverbs 13:24  He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.
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