Three Parables of the Absent Lord
By Rodney Keister 484-894-6001

1.
The Parable of the Faithful Servant:


Matthew 24:45-51 25:30
2.
Parable of the Ten Virgins


Matthew 25:1-13

3.
The Parable of the Talents


Matthew 25:14-30

I.
In all three parables the lord is absent.
1.
The lord of the household has committed certain duties to his servants in his absent.

2.
Bridegroom is waited for, but is absent.

3.
The lord is owner of goods, and hhe has given talents to his servants, but is absent.

II.
The relationship to him of those from whom he is absent.
1.
His authority extended to rule over His household
2.
their very waiting attested to the fact of their belief in His return.

3.
They are responsible for His commerce, with His goods


a.
Not their abilities


b.
Not their capacity,

for a talent does not stand for quality, but quantity in this parable.

III.
They are all responsible to their Lord, nothing else!


Do we get side tracked?



Who or What are we responsible to ultimately?

IV.
Type of responsibility to the Lord
1.
Communal responsibility

a.
Responsible to his Household itself while He is away.  Household meaning his Healing Ministry
b.
The Church of God is the household which He is Lord and Master

The Virgins

2.
Personal responsibility

a.
Responsibility of their individual soul to their Lord.

b.
The wise and the foolish virgins.

c.
Their true attitude of the individual souls to Him in the days of His absence.

3.
Imperial responsibility (His Things, Kingdom)

a.
Responsibility of those whom He has left behind for the carrying out of His enterprises in the world today.

b.
responsibility of His servants in His absence concerning His enterprises (his goods)

c.
We are give talents with which to use to the building up of His Kingdom.!

These parables are a grand message that we sometimes miss because we look at all the little details of each parable.  Which we need to do also, but let us not miss the big picture Christ was trying to convey to the Church of God in every age, that of our responsibilities from the time of Christ’s ascension to His Glorious return.
That of the care of His earthly Kingdom (souls) and the building up of the Kingdom while maintaining our own person readiness for Christ’s return.

I believe far too much in our circles we have focused much on the keeping of our own souls and have lost the reality of Christ commandment to also build the Kingdom and of a Ministry of Love and Healing of the people of the world.
Remember that we are ambassadors for Christ.

We are representatives of Christ to each other and this dying world.

Let’s look at the first of the three parables for now.
Parable of faithful servant
Matthew 24:  
45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?

46  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.

47  Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.

48  But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;

49  And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;

50  The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,

51  And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

45  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?

This Greek word:  therapeia (ther-ap-i’-ah)
It is where we derive our English word:  “Therapeutic”

AV-household 2, healing 2; 4 

1) service rendered by one to another 

2) spec. medical service: curing, healing 

3) household service 
3a) body of attendants, servants, domestics

attention, medical service:— 

Srong’s Greek Lexicon
attendance (specially, medical, i.e. cure); figuratively and collec. domestics:

This word in the original appears outside of this parable only in:

Mt 24:45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?

 Lu 9:11 And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing.

 Lu 12:42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season?

 Re 22:2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

We are to be healers of the world, that is the Healers of the souls, to meet the provisions for lost.  Take care of those around us.

Looking on then…

48  But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;

49  And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;




(These are the opposite to healing and providing, and building them up, taking care of.)
G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. wrote:

“His Household all serve but all serve by love, and the ministry is a healing ministry.”

May the Lord help us all to be a healer of nations.  
A healer of the souls.  A way for the Lost to be recovered and provided for in all there spiritual needs.

This is the Call to the Church of God today!!!

today!!!

today!!!

today!!!

This is not just a job for the Pastors.

You have been made ruler over your Household (Healing ministry)

Your neighbors, your families, those who you can outreach too.

Yes the minister’s duties are greater.  WE are to you and to them.  But if there is no them under you then who are we to?

Do Sheppard’s breed sheep?  No Sheep breed Sheep!

But in today’s world of lazy Christians, the Sheppard’s are having to do all the work!

G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. also wrote:

“We shall prove our loyalty in the Church of God to the absent Lord, by the measure in which we serve one another: and we shall prove our disloyalty by the measure in which we beat and slay our brethren.”
Parable of the Ten Virgins

Matthew 25:

1 ¶  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.

2  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

3  They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:

4  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

5  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

6  And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

7  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.

8  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

9  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

10  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.

11  Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.

12  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.

13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
Let’s look at the breakdown of definitions of the parts of this parable

The Virgins, Denoting the purity of the Christian doctrine and character.  
The Bridegroom is understood to mean Jesus Christ.  
The feast, that state of felicity to which he has promised to raise his genuine followers. 
The wise, or prudent, those who truly are Christians
The foolish virgins, and those who only profess the purity and holiness of his religion.  
The oil, the grace and salvation of God, or that faith which works by love.  
The vessel, the heart in which this oil is contained.  
The lamp, the profession of enjoying the burning and shining light of the Gospel of Christ.  
Going forth; the whole of their sojourning upon earth.

Let us look at the 5 foolish virgins:

Went forth to meeting the bridegroom; but of carelessness took no oil with them.

The were not prepared.  They did not keep their lamp lit.   

Adam Clarke:

Our lamps are gone out.]  
So then it is evident that they were once lighted.  They had once hearts illuminated and warmed by faith and love; but they had backslidden from the salvation of God, and now they are excluded from heaven, because, through their carelessness, they have let the light that was in them become darkness, and have not applied in time for a fresh supply of the salvation of God.
Now they just have a profession.  They are decived in thinking they can make it in.
6  And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
It’s a little too late now.

7  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.
8  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

9  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.
You cannot share you grace with another.  You must get it on your own.  We can’t ride on a relatives religion to get to heaven.  O’my daddy was a preacher.  O’my grandpa was upright Christian.
No we must be ready ourselves.

The last minute repentance may not be enough time.

10  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.

11  Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.

12  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.

13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
O’that we would be ready at all times.  Not just have an experience but be ready at all times.

What if the Lord returns when we have to go get something right.


We’ll miss the boat.


We’ll be in the dark….

The 5 Wise virgins:

Had enough oil to in their vessles!
They were prepared to meet the Bridegroom.

They were prepared to meet Christ!

They not only had their lamps with, but they had enough fuel to keep it burning bright.

This all has to do with our attitude toward Christs.  Will we keep the fire burning in our hearts that we are ready at all times.

G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. wrote:

“The wise virgins are such as have no eyes, no thought, no care for anything except the Bridegroom and the hour of His approach.”

So in review not only are we as in the first parable to be a wise servant and be about the healing ministry of the souls of mankind, but also to keep our relationship alive and well with the Saviour.

Let’s look again at these relationships of the Christian:

I.
In all three parables the lord is absent.

1.
The lord of the household has committed certain duties to his servants in his absent.

2.
Bridegroom is waited for, but is absent.

3.
The lord is owner of goods, and hhe has given talents to his servants, but is absent.

II.
The relationship to him of those from whom he is absent.

1.
His authority extended to rule over His household

2.
their very waiting attested to the fact of their belief in His return.

3.
They are responsible for His commerce, with His goods


a.
Not their abilities


b.
Not their capacity,

for a talent does not stand for quality, but quantity in this parable.

III.
They are all responsible to their Lord, nothing else!


Do we get side tracked?



Who or What are we responsible to ultimately?

IV.
Type of responsibility to the Lord

1.
Communal responsibility

a.
Responsible to his Household itself while He is away.  Household meaning his Healing Ministry
b.
.The Church of God is the household which He is Lord and Master

The Virgins

2.
Personal responsibility

a.
Responsibility of their individual soul to their Lord.

b.
The wise and the foolish virgins.

c.
Their true attitude of the individual souls to Him in the days of His absence.

3.
Imperial responsibility (His Things, Kingdom)

a.
Responsibility of those whom He has left behind for the carrying out of His enterprises in the world today.

b.
responsibility of His servants in His absence concerning His enterprises (his goods)

c.
We are give talents with which to use to the building up of His Kingdom.!

The Parable of the Talents
This last parable is concerned with enterprise;  



He “delivered unto them his goods.”

Matthew 25:14-30
14 ¶  For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

The Lord gave his Children responsibilities of the propagation of His goods.  What are the Goods of God?  God’s resources here on earth to be used for spreading of the Gospel Message,.

GOD’S GOODS,  Everything belongs to GOD!!!

And God has made us a Steward of His goods!  We are to use our abilities to prosper the Goods of God, to prosper the Gospel Message!

The Geneva Bible Notes:

Says: Christ witnesses that there will be a long time between his departure to his Father and his coming again to us, but yet notwithstanding that, he will at that day take an account not only of the rebellious and obstinate, how they have made use of that which they received from him, but also of his household servants, who have because of slothfulness not employed those gifts which he bestowed upon them.
15  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.

What is a Talent?  In Greek is “tal’-an-ton “

from a presumed derivative of the original form of tlao (to bear, equivalent to 5342); ; n n 

AV-talent 15; 15 

1) the scale of a balance, a balance, a pair of scales 

2) that which is weighed, a talent 

2a) a weight varying in different places and times 

2b) a sum of money weighing a talent and varying in different states and according to the changes in the laws regulating currency

This talent is not our word talent that refers to some special ability.  See how the verses says to every man according to his several ability;
And straightway took his journey.  He went off to Heaven leaving us here to mind His business.

The Parable of the Talents

As we read this scripture let’s keep in mind that this is an example of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
What are we living for?  This earthly life or the Kingdom of God?  

Matthew 25:

14 ¶  For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

15  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.

16  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.

17  And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.

18  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.

19  After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.

20  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.

21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

24  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:

25  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

26  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:

27  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.

28  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.

29  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Friends, what type of servant are we?

Do we horde, hide, and just maintain our resouces and talents or do we with all our being put forth an effort to see the Kingdom grow.

Mt. 7:21   Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
I feel that I must warn us tonight that we are not doing the full will of God by just maintaining our own salvation and just maintaining the keeping of the church doors open.  

We must be all out for the Kingdom.

What are we living for?  


Are we living for the Kingdom of God or our Kingdom we have created on earth.

There are churches across this land that are idol in our effort to grow the Kingdom.

May God help us live for the Kingdom.

Do we say that we are living for the Kingdom:

Acts 4 and 5

4:32 ¶  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

33  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

34  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

35  And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

36  And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,

37  Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

5:1 ¶  But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

2  And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

3  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?

4  Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

5  And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

6  And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

7  And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.

8  And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much.

9  Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.

10  Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

11  And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

Let’s look at the three servants in the parable:
I. Last servant
Mt. 25:18  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.

a. What did he do?
i. He dug in the ground
ii. He hid his Lord’s Money
1. his LORD money, not his money



b.
What do we do?

i.
Are we storing up the Lord’s Money?

ii.
Do we say, I don’t have any money to store up.  I know all about that,


But do we waste our time, do we spend our time for the things of the Kingdom of God?


I’m not talking about spending our time doing things of the Lord for our own souls like bible reading, prayer, and such, but I’m talking about what do we do outside of our own salvation necessities to help other, to help them physically and most of all spiritually.

iii. Or do we give our all to the building of the Kingdom?

b. What did God do?

24  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:

25  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

26  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:

27  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.

28  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.

29  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Need I expand on God’s work HERE?

II. First Two Servants


15  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.


16  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.


17  And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.

a.
What did they do?

1.
They multiplied there talents by putting them to work for the Kingdom.



Remember all this is for what?




The Kingdom of God.

2. Let’s put our whole lives into work of the Kingdom.

a. Our churches across the land are not failing and falling because of some time period we live in, but rather if they are failing and falling it is because the believers are not putting there backs into the reaching of the lost.

b. Its not about the building.

c. Its not about our standards

d. But life is about the Kingdom of God.

i. Today perhaps we are in the kingdom because someone else put their back in the work of the Kingdom of God.

b. What did God do for them?


20  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.

21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.



The used and multiplied their talents for Jesus, and they were rewarded for there efforts!

What kind of servant have you been?

What kind of servant do you want to be?

What kind of servant WILL you be?


Remember we talked of  Mt 13:58  
And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
Are you a real believer working for the Kingdom?

What are we living for?  

Are we living for the Kingdom of God or our Kingdom we have created on earth. 
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MATTHEW

“Put away . .. the old man ... put
on the new man” Walk as before
Him. We find the business of the
King prosecuted, “ Buying up the op
portunities, because the days are evil.

Now observe the different use of the
talents. Fidelity; five produced five;
two produced two. Infidelity; the one
hidden by the man who attempted to
silence his own conscience by traduc-
ing his absent Lord.

Mark the issues. The reward in the
case of the man with five talents com-
mitted to him, and in the case of the
man with two, are exactly the same.
To each of these men Jesus said;
“Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant, thou hast been faithful over
a few things, I will set thee over
many things.” The reward of service
is apportioned according to fidelity to
opportunity.

In the case of the unfaithful ser-
vant; first his life was exposed ; sec-
ondly, his talent was recalled; thirdly
and finally, he himself was cast out.

With those broad, rough outlines of
the three parables upon our mind, let
us notice what they teach concern-
ing the threefold responsibility of the
Church.

Within her own borders the Church
\is to_be a great ‘household of mutual
) ministry. Is it possible to say a thing

/ Tike that without having the heart sad-

dened? The faithful servant is the
who cares for and feeds the other ser-
vants. The evil servant is the one who
illireats %nd beats his fellow servants.
15 heér own personal 1i urch
is de_of loyalty,
rist. Her loy-

)

,_the Lord

e alty is to be tested by that very love;
(&

—

and her love is to be ested by._her
loyalty How many
of us have set our faces toward the
East, and sing the song of His coming?
But what is our attitude toward it?
If we merely sing of it, and in our
heart there are other loves, other de-
sires, other aspirations, so that we
neglect whatever may be typified by
the oil; if we neglect attention to the
details, the waiting of loyalty, then
we are failing. But if indeed the lamps
be trimmed and burning, and the oil
be carried, then there is meaning in

a

&

the song, and love for our Lord is dem«
onstrated and proven.

The Church is responsible for t
Master’s_work. He has committed t
us His goods. There are many figures
of the Christian life, but this is one
which combines the commercial and
imperial ideas. “His goods;” the
things which He would have us repre-
sent to the age, He has committed to
us, the things of His Kingdom. All
i ht of the thirteenth chapter of
Matthe 1€ €7 all the truth
which culminated in that eighth and
final parable in which our Lord said
a scribe instructed to the Kingdom of
heaven brings forth things new and old
out of his treasures. What are the
things? The goods of the absent Lord.
His revelation of God and of man; His
provision for man’s great need; His
perpetual call; His mediation; His dy-
namic for paralysed souls. We all
have some of them committed to us;
talents, five, two, one, according to out
ability, and His choice; and these tal-
ents become our deposit. The mind
reverts to the Pauline word, “I know
Him Whom I have believed, and I am
persuaded that He is able to guard.”
What? “That which I have com-
mitted unto Him.” That is by no
means necessarily the apostolic mean-
ing. What, then? Hear Paul’s own
word, “my deposit,” which may mean
that which He had committed to Paul,
and I think that the context proves
that is what he did mean. That charge
which He has given to us; that charge
which made Paul say, I am debtor, I
have something committed to me from
the absent Master, with which I am to
trade for Him; He is able to guard.

The Church has committed to her
the goods of the absent Lord. ‘What
is she doing with them?

Notice, finally, in each case that the
Church’s responsibility is defined by
her relation to her Lord. True to the
absent Lord, the household is at peace.
Waiting for the absent Lord, the lamps
are burning, and individual character
is what it should be. Working for the
absent Lord, His goods are increased,
and the five gain five, and the two, two.

So that whether it be the Church as
a household, whether it be the Church
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In conclusion we can turn the lesson back on ourselves.  

Oh soul of mine, what is thy relationship to thy Lord?  

If I am true to Him, I shall spend my time spreading Christ healing ministry of the Gospel and at no time beating my fellow servants!  

If I am true to Him, I shall be more careful that I have oil for the long vigil, than about anything else in life.  This goes for the Church itself and us individually.

If I am true to Him I dare not hide His talent, but must trade with it, that I may have wherewith to greet Him when He comes.

Let us live for the Kingdom of Christ.

Let the Kingdom of Christ be what our whole lives are about.
From G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. commentary on Matthew
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