The Kingdom of Heaven is like a Mustard seed

Matthew 13:31-32

31  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field:

32  Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.

Luke 13:18-19

18  Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it?

19 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.

Make 4:30-32

30  And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it?

31  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth:

32  But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.

What of the Kingdom of Heaven?  Will it fayed away to nothing or grow to its fullest strength?

What did Jesus say?  He compared it to a mustard seed..

How does the growth of a mustard seed relate to the Kingdom of God?

What the Devil does want you to know!

Taking a Poll of commentaries of 11 of 13 endorsed a growing kingdom, the 2 others just did not say either way.

Here is a look at all the commentaries that are at my disposal and a quote from each

1599 Geneva Bible Notes:

"God begins his kingdom with very small beginnings so that by its growing (even though men neither hope nor expect it to) his mighty power and working may be displayed all the more."

Adam Clarke Commentary

"This parable is a representation of the progress of the Gospel in the world; and of the growth of grace in the soul."

Albert Barnes' NT Commentary

"The kingdom of heaven.  It means here either piety in a renewed heart, or the church. In either case the commencement is small. In the heart, it is at first feeble, easily injured, and much exposed. In the church, there were few at first, ignorant, unknown, and un-honoured; yet soon it was to spread through the world.”


“The Hebrew writers speak of the mustard-tree as one on which they could climb, as on a fig-tree. Its size was much owing to the climate. All plants of that nature grow much larger in a warm climate, like that of Palestine, than in colder regions. The seeds of this tree were remarkably small:; so that they, with the great size of the plant, were an apt illustration of the progress of the church, and of the nature of faith,”
Family Bible Notes

"this parable represents the progress which the gospel would make. From small beginnings it would increase, and its influence become extensive and powerful."

Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary

"THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM FROM THE SMALLEST BEGINNINGS TO ULTIMATE UNIVERSALITY."

John Wesley's Notes

 "The kingdom of heaven-Both the Gospel dispensation, and the inward kingdom"

Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary

"The scope of the parable of the seed sown, is to show that the beginnings of the gospel would be small, but its latter end would greatly increase; in this way the work of grace in the heart, the kingdom of God within us, would be carried on."

Peoples' NT Commentary on verse 32

"the kingdom, from an insignificant beginning, grows to a mighty magnitude."

Spurgeon Devotional Commentary

" Mustard of this kind is common in Palestine.  Nothing at its commencement could be smaller, or less conspicuous, than the church of Christ; nothing in the end shall be so great and honorable.  Already many happy souls, like birds, are resting in its branches."

Teacher's Commentary

"In this parable the kingdom of heaven, which is likened to a mustard seed, is considered as an organization of small beginnings, but with an ever-increasing power of life and growth.  Jesus foresaw the immense extent and influence of the kingdom founded by him in an obscure province of Palestine."

William Burkitt's Notes on the NT

"Our Saviour's design in this parable is, to shew how the gospel, from small and little, from unlikely and contemptible beginnings, shall spread and increase, fructify and grow up; like a mustard seed, one of the smallest grains, grows up to a considerable tallness; and as a little leaven turns a great heap of meal into its own nature; so the gospel shall spread and increase, nations and countries becoming Christians."

Mt 13:58  And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
Let's look at the characteristics of a mustard seeds growth

I.
Mustard Seed's growth


A.
Different from our known mustard plant



1.
ours grows annually



2.
it is always small



3.
it just an herb



Have we here in north America applied our typical type of mustard plant to this parable?


B.
The Mustard plant of the Middle East



1.
Seed is very small (some say the smallest)



2.
several years before it bore fruit



3.
grew to tree sized, large enough to climb on



4.
size was dependant on the climate




a.
grow larger where it is warmer 





(like in Palestine)



5.
Up to 10 feet tall

II.
The Kingdom of Christ will Grow!


A.
Isaiah 2:2-3 (Out of Zion shall go forth the law,






     and the word of the Lord…)

2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 


{established: or, prepared}

3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.


B.
Micah 4:1 (Exalted above the Hills)

But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it.


C.
Revelation 19:11-20 (Christ will be victorious)

11 ¶ And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

12  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.

13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.

14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

16  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.

17  And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;

18  That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.

19  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.

20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
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