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Greatest Spiritual Challenge
A survey take from the Discipleship Journal of the Nov/Dec 1992 edition, 
readers ranked areas of greatest spiritual challenge to them:

1. Materialism.
2. Pride.
3. Self-centeredness.
4. Laziness.
5. (Tie) Anger/Bitterness.
6. (Tie) Sexual lust.
7. Envy.
8. Gluttony.
9. Lying.

Survey respondents noted temptations were more potent when they had neglected their time with God (81 percent) and when they were physically tired (57 percent). Resisting temptation was accomplished by prayer (84 percent), avoiding compromising situations (76 percent), Bible study (66 percent), and being accountable to someone (52 percent).
Discipleship Journal, 
What Is Temptation
What is temptation? Seduction to evil, solicitation to wrong. Temptation persuades to evil, deludes, that it may ruin, leading him more or less unconsciously into sin. God tries; Satan tempts. 
Fairbain, quoted in The Words and Works of Jesus Christ, J. D. Pentecost, p. 99

Why are we tempted to sin?
Does God tempt you?

Text
James 1:2-3, 12-15 

2 ¶ My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.


12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
13 ¶ Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:
14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
15  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.


Or

Job 1-2












I.	Temptation is common to all
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bare it."
Corinthians 10:13  
	A.	Common to all
		1.	That we are tempted
		2.	That the temptation has happen to someone else 
	B.	God is faithful
	1.	Will not suffer you to be tempted above what you can handle
	2.	with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bare it.

II.	Trying of your faith is to your own good.
James 1:2 ¶ My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
	A.	James says count it all joy
		What, Temptation can be counted as joy
		1.	Turn the negative into a positive
James 1:3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
	A.	Trying of your faith works patience to endure
1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:
	A.	Fiery trial is to try you
		To see if you will choose right or wrong.
13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

O'that we are counted worth to suffer with Christ

2 Thessalonians 5:
5 ¶ Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:
6  Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;
7  And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,
8  In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:
9  Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;
10  When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.






James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
	A.	Happy is the man that endureth, (ever complete?)

III.		Temptation can have a time of often attack or can come randomly
	A.	Before God's presence come in a powerful way
		1.	Personal experiences preaching
	B.	After God comes, the enemy is likely to strike
		1.	Jesus was heavily tempted after being filled with the Spirit.
			a.	baptized by John
			b.	then the Holy Spirit descended upon Him
				-	glorious time of anointing took place, 
				-	He was in the presence of God
	C.	Perhaps after a calm or time of peace
	D.	Following a recent failure or fall to sin and clear repentance
		1.	To retry you!
		2.	Good to help you gain confidence
	E.	When your not expecting it.
	F.	When around unsaved people, even  family members, and friends
		1.	Urges to argue and fight.
		2.	Try to tear down you faith
			a.	telling you your not saved
			b.	you won't make it, won't last
			c.	you'll go back to your old ways
IV.		What draws us towards temptation?

	Satan tempted or was it our desires?

	A.	Tempted of Our Desires
1:14  But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
		1.	We are tempted with our own desires.
			a.	Things we want, but are forbidden fruit
			b.	Human necessities
				food and drink, companinship, love,
			c.	The world
		2.	Wanting the forbidden fruit is a substitute for God
			a.	we find that if we analize the desire, it can be fulfilled by drawing close to God.
			God must be our every desire
		3.	Desires of things forbidden becomes our idol of worship
		4.	These desires become our weekness
		5.	Tear down the idols
		6.	Have the desires cleansed
			1.	Seek God to cleanse you heart
			2.	You need to be sanctified	
		7.	We may be tempted of things that we don't want,
	they are more like a flashing through the mind.

	B.	Tempted of Satan
		Example Job 1-2

V.	Reconizing Temptation before it's too late is half the battle
	A.	What are the contentions around you?
	B.	The burning alarm is going off.
	C.	Satan is tricky, he tries to reason with you.
		Like Eve in the garden

v1	Satan Spoke, Eve tune in to his voice
v2	Eve responds to Satan
v3	Eve confused what God really said
v4	Satan tells her ye shall not surely die, trying to make God a liar.
v5	Satan lies about God
v6	Eve starts to think about what Satan told her
	Looks, thought it looked good
	Lust after it
	Eats
	Then gets someone else involved in the dirty deed
7-8	Now they are lost

Satan tries to smooth his way into you heart.

Good Advice
· What settings are you in when you fall? Avoid them. 
· What props do you have that support your sin? Eliminate them. 
· What people are you usually with? Avoid them. 
Source unknown, www.bible.org
VI.		Failures and restoration
· Satan wants us to fall and stay down.
· God wants to forgive and give you power over sin
· Satan makes you think you can not be forgiven
· God's love is enough and it is only by his grace you can be forgiven.
· Dangers of failing and not coming to repentance.
It can be as sweet as before, even sweeter, draw close to God!

VII.	How to defeat Temptation
	A.	Sexual:  Run
	B.	All others:
						James 4:7
		1.	Submit yourselves therefore to God
		2.	Resist the devil, and he will flee from you
		3.	Just say No….NO….NO…….NO………NO
			Illustration of a Board Meeting from Albert Bar
				Sister White, Sister Black, Sister Green
Sister Black:	Well I don't know, may-be, let me think about it…..
Sister Green:	Yeah,……I guess so

Sister White:	NO!
				Just No

		4.	Get our your sword:  THE WORD OF GOD
	Scripture the dragon to death.  
		It is What Christ Did
				Thou Shalt not commit adultery
				Thou shalt remember the Sabbath 
					and keep it Holy
	C.	Remember Christ has prayed for you
	Luke 22:
		31  And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:
		32  But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

VIII.	Christ can keep you from falling 
		He Promise to Preserve You during temptation
A.	We must be an overcomer	
	Rev 2-3, 21 (to him that overcometh, will I …..)
2:7  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
2:11  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.
2:17  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.
2:26  And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:
3:5  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
3:12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.
3:21  To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.
21:7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

B.	Jesus Suffered Temptation so He could better Help you.                    
	"For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted."  Hebrews 2:18    (Suc"cor)
Succour: To run to, or run to support; hence, to help or relieve when in difficulty, want, or distress; to assist and deliver from suffering; to relieve; as, to succor a besieged city 
n : assistance in time of difficulty; "the contributions provided some relief for the victims" [syn: relief, succor, ministration] 
		v : help in a difficult situation [syn: succor]

	C.	God knows how to deliver the godly
2 Peter 2:9  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:
		Remember Lots Wife  

Adam Clarke:  
1. That the godly man is not to be preserved from temptation.    BUT::::
2. That he will be preserved in temptation. 
3. That he will be delivered out of it.

"…. but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.: "    1 Corinthians 10:13

Revelation 3:10  Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Poem on Temptation
Temptation
The billows swell, the winds are high,
Clouds overcast my wintry sky;
Out of the depths to Thee I call,—
My fears are great, my strength is small.
O Lord, the pilot’s part perform,
And guard and guide me through the storm:
Defend me from each threatening ill,
Control the waves,—say, “Peace! be still.”
Amidst the roaring of the sea
My soul still hangs her hope on Thee;
Thy constant love, thy faithful care,
Is all that saves me from despair.
Dangers of every shape and name
Attend the followers of the Lamb,
Who leave the world’s deceitful shore,
And leave it to return no more.
Though tempest-toss’d and half a wreck,
My Saviour through the floods I seek;
Let neither winds nor stormy main
Force back my shatter’d bark again.
Olney Hymns, William Cowper, from Cowper’s Poems, Sheldon & Company, New York
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