The Suffering Savior

Reading:
Isaiah 53

Illustration:


Close your eyes and picture with me in your mind a dark place, there is only a pin hole of daylight that leaks into this dark place.  There is a stench of rotting flesh in the air (its your flesh.)  Your hungry and wet.  You've been here for 6 months.  You must constantly fight with the rats at your feet.  There is a drip of water that splashes off the floor near you; drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip.  You've tried calling for help before to only get worse treatment.


Then the guard in this foreign prison camp comes and takes you out for you weekly beating.  Where they tie you down to a stump start you beating.  One man beats you with a  razor strap with metal bits compelling out of the end, and another man pours salt on your wounds.  You scream but there no compassion from any one, they just laugh and cruse at you.  You are then ask, will you admit to war crimes against our government and surrender to our way….  If you don't we are going keep torturing you until you do or you die.  Your whisper of an answer is no.  

You are then drug back to your dark cell. And given nearly moldy bread eat and dirty water to drink for your sometimes daily rationing of nourishment.  You think to your self with your delusional mind, will I make it another day, is there a way out of this.  If there was a way to escape you long since lost your strength to walk and know there is no way out for you.  When they ask next time, will you sign the confession and be a traitor to you country, but have the freedom from this cell and the torture?  


How much could you take?


Would you die for your country?  


A country that hated you too?  



That would spit in your face.


How much would you take?

Illustration:


Its 1999, there is a missionary in a 3rd world country.  You preach the Gospel to all you can.  You've been placed in prison for preaching the word. 


People say "how beautiful are the feet of them who preach the Gospel."  So the guards take you regularly and beat the souls of your feet. Till they bleed.  If you stop preaching you can go free.  But instead you start preaching to the other inmates from a chair for you can not stand anymore.  They see you choice and continue your torture each day.  Would you continue to preach the Gospel and be tortured?


Would you die to preach the Word?

CHRIST SUFFERED FOR YOU

Yes we know he died for our sins,

He resurrected to sets us free,

But Christ suffered for our sins

He Suffered…

I.
Physically
II.
Emotional
III.
Spiritual

For YOU!
I.
Physically Suffered


A.
Tortured 

5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.


1.
And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!  Matthew 27:29



2.
"And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and 




smote him on the head."  Matthew 27:30

10 ¶ Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.



3.
Nailed to the Cross




a.
pain of hanging on the cross




b.
Lifting up himself up to grasp for a breath




While the life leaked out of Christ for our 




sins


B.
Exhausted



1.
Another to bear His Cross
And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.  Mark 15:21

II.
Emotional Suffering

3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Luke 22:42  Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.


A.
Had Despair for going through with it

The suffering of 


B.
Knowing what was going to take place


C.
His Disciples turn away from him



1.
They abandoned him



2.
Denied him


3.
Lost of faith in him



4.
Had one actually help in his death

III.
Spiritual Suffered

Matthew 27 46  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
Adam Clarke's Commentary:

Some suppose "that the divinity had now departed from Christ, and that his human nature was left unsupported to bear the punishment due to men for their sins."

Christ did more than die for your sins he paid the price with his suffering
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