Struggles Against the carnal nature But Salvation through Jesus Christ

Introduction

· Saved Nov. 5 1999

· Called to preach Nov. 7

· Gave first testimony in Dec. 1999 to approximately 50 member of my family

· Started Bible College Feb. 2000

· The Lord Sanctified me on March 17, 2000

· Preached first sermon March 19, 2000

ALL THIS MEANS NOTHING, IF I DIDN’T HAVE JESUS NOW!

Reading

Romans 7
14 ¶ For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.

15  For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.

16  If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.

17  Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

18  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.

19  For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

20  Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

21  I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.

22  For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:

23  But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

PRAYER
Illustration:  The Rope of Life
After reading this I think of trying to climb a rope with only one knot at the very bottom.  On this rope after the first foot is grease all the way to the top .  The ROPE OF LIFE hangs over a pit of spikes covered in poison with only one way out, which is up.  The struggle would be insane and impossible with a sure fate of death, and this death being the eternal death of suffering without release in Hell.  When you try to climb The Rope of Life you slide back down.  At the top there is a razor sharp knife called the Edge of Eternity that is inching closer to cutting the rope form its anchored above.  When the rope is cut that is the end of you physical life here on earth.  You see at the end of this ROPE OF YOUR LIFE is a the platform of salvation with short steps leading up to Heaven.  Now if you can just climb the ROPE OF LIFE to that safe landing of Salvation.  On your own this is struggles is impossible.  Agreed?  
That’s where every one is without Jesus 
How many of you are tired of sliding back down and starting over again just awaiting the fate the lies at the bottom?  Good, listen closely for the secret of life shall be shared with you today.

Let’s look at this scripture in Romans 7

Paul is speaking here of many things here.  
.  In Ro 7:5 he gives a general description of the state of a Jew, in servitude to sin, considered as under mere law.  

5  For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.

In Ro 7:6 he gives a summary account of the state of a Christian, or believing Jew, and the advantages he enjoys under the Gospel.  

6  But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.

Upon Ro 7:5 he comments, from Ro 7:7-25, 

and upon Ro 7:6 he comments, Ro 8:1-11. 

I. Paul is speaking here of many things here.  

a. The struggle of soul who wants to serve God, but has not been saved yet.

b. Illustration of my life for 18 months as I tried to stop sinning.  


And before this, conviction, just miserably unsatisfied.  Are you unsatisfied with your life?  You don’t have to be!

c. A person cannot conquer sin on his own.

1. no matter how hard you try to you will lose every time.

2. So How do you ever get free from Sin?

d. In Verse 24: Paul cries out “O wretched man that I am!  Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

e. In Verse 25 he give the answer “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

f. Continuing in verse 25:  “So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God;    Quote by Rev. W. B. Godbey,   “Mind” here means the spiritual impartment, enlightened by the Holy Ghost and conservative of our allegiance to the law of God; while “flesh” is used in its general sense of depravity, whose constant trend is earthward, sinward, and Satanward, conservatively to the “law of sin.”
II. Full Salvation
a. Get Your self Saved first:  (This will remove the grease from the Rope of Life. And you can stop sliding back down towards pit.)

1. It is through Christ that one is set free from sin.

2. Jesus came to save his people from Sin, not to save them and then leave them to live in sin.

3. Romans 10:9  “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”
4. How do you get saved

1. Admit you’re a sinner

2. Ask God to forgive you

3. Repent, (god felt sorrow, never want to sin again.

4. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ

5. It didn’t stop just a confessing with your mouth as some would teach but if we look to Acts 2:38  there was something more, something beyond being saved  “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
1. “and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”

Peter was talking of being sanctified (the baptism of the Holy Ghost.)

III. Paul also here in Romans 7 was writing about more that just the unsaved he was writing about being carnally minded.


Sanctification is the cure for the carnal mind.

Sanctification is also referred to as Holiness.

a. Why do people oppose Holiness?  Did you ever wonder why?

1. They are blind and cannot see.  The world has a 100 answers why it is not possible to liver a holy life, because they have not come to the True light of Jesus are have been deceived.

2. What do you think of a person who you know is truly always right?  Be honest, you don’t like it do you.  But you will go to this person when in a pinch because you trust there advice or help will be correct don’t you? 

3. Holiness is resisted for some of the same reasons, because if you are lost the true way seems wrong.  1 Corinthians 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
b. What if a person opposes Holiness of Sanctification?

1. Scripture says:  1 Thessalonians 4:7  For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 8  He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.

c. Is Holiness required?

1. Again look to scripture:  Hebrews 12:14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:
d. But why should we be sanctified?  

1. Because Christ as prayed for us.  In his prayer for the disciples in John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  19  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.  20 ¶ Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;
2. Because it is the will of God:

a. 1 Thessalonians 4:3  For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:

b. Hebrews 9:12-15  12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.  13  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

c. Hebrews 13:12  Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.

e. How do you get sanctified

1. Consecrate you life to Christ

2. Believe with child like faith 

3. Die out to self, life for God

4. Ask and ye shall receive

5. Luke 11:13 “…how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”

6. In the New Testament, they received the Holy Ghost after Pentecost and were baptized with the Holy Ghost after waiting for the promised.  But after the disciples were baptized with the Holy Ghost they would ask after hearing there were believers in a town “have you received the holy ghost since you believed?”  and then they would lay hands on them and they would be baptized with the Holy Ghost

f. After you are sanctified you are removed from this trial of the slippery rope of life and put on the platform of salvation.  Where only you can choose to jump.  Now the devil and demons will try to trick you into jumping back off the plate form and into the pit, but don’t listen to them tempting you.  You are made free in Jesus Christ, so don’t get back in bondage to the slippery rope of the sinful and unsanctified life.  And then when the Edge of Eternity finally cuts the rope of the fleshly life, you many ascend up the steps towards your Heavenly Home with God forever!

Conclusion
A. Life is slippery and full of struggles.  And there is Salvation through Jesus or a pit of eternal Hell!

B. Salvation begins with getting saved.  Remember it is only through Christ that you can defeat the life of sins.

C. Salvation is complete when you have been sanctified!

Follow the leading of the Holy Ghost!
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