"Why are my prayers unanswered" -- No. 2

Darrell Stetler's Sermon

SCRIPTURE -- John 15: 1 -- 17




-- II Corinthians 12: 7-12

MY text -- John 15: 7

considering the subject " UNANSWERED PRAYER"

We noticed several important statements that Jesus makes in the scripture lesson.


1.  I Am The True Vine.


2.  My Father Is The Husbandman.


3.  We Are The Branches of The True Vine.


4.  The Branches Must Be "Fruit Bearing".


5.  Bearing Branches Are Purged -- Pruned.


6.  Not-Bearing Branches Are Cut off and Cast into The Fire.


7.  We Must Abide in The vine.


8.  Jesus said -- verse 9 --



-- the father loves me



-- I love you -- now  . . .



-- you love one another -- verse 12 and 17.

9.
Fruit bearing brings glory to God the father.  –

10.
verse 8

10.  My obedience is to be just life Jesus obedience. V10


11.  Your joy might be full.  -- verse 11


12.  Love one another.  Verse 12 and 17


13.  You are my friends.  Verse 14 and 50


14.  I have chosen youth.  Verse 16

This passage is JUST FULL of significant things that merit our attention.  I would encourage you to spend some time with this passage of scripture.

Well, we began with the subject "Unanswered prayer"


-- we started with the text -- verse 7 --


"if ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will and it shall be done unto you."

We expended that to look at the apostle Paul's personal experience with seemingly unanswered prayer.


-- we begin last time -- to review a little -- considering the 
valuable lessons which Paul teaches us about 
Unanswered Prayer.  


1.  Paul "Prayed" -- He Talked The Lord about What 
Troubled Him.



-- "I Besought The Lord"



-- Some People Break down All That First Point.  They 

Simply Have Not Prayed.


2.  Paul "lingered".  He continued, he pressed his claim.



-- "I besought toward the rights..."



-- he kept coming -- he did not give up



-- he kept at it -- persisted.


-- many MORE people break down at that point.


3.  He was "definite".



-- "...  That it might be part from me".



-- please take away the Thorn.



-- sometimes we "get nothing in particular because 

we prayer for everything in general.

Well, the fourth valuable lessons from Paul praying...


4.  He "listened".



-- "and he said unto me".



-- We could get a mistaken idea there...



--
We could think Paul was saying...




-- God said -- he would take away the Thorn.






-- he will do what I want...






-- Hallaujah!!

But no!  -- that's not what Paul was saying.


-- Paul was listening when God spoke!  -- I know he was 
because...



-- God did not say what Paul wanted to hear.



-- in fact, God was saying -- -- --



-- I'm not going to do it your way Paul!!



-- I'm not going to take away the Thorn.

Sometimes we really break down at that point -- -- --

Can you take God's "NO" as your answer to you???


-- God said -- Paul -- might answer to you is "sufficient 
grace".


-- that is always God's first answer to our prayers.



-- "my grace is sufficient for the".



-- whatever else happens -- no matter what else you 

face...

Well, we had to stop with God's seeming "non-answer" to Paul.


-- we never got back to might text.  


-- I want to come back to the text -- for there is some   
valuable truth in this text for us.

Illustration.  -- -- we used to hear an advertisement all the radio -


-- the advertiser would ask -- -- how do you spell relief?


-- then they would spell it "R-O-L-A-I-D-S".

Well, led the ask you to question -- -- how do you spell prayer?

Illustration.  -- -- a true story about a boy who was in a spelling bee


-- he was in the third grade.


-- it came time for his word to spell.


-- he drew the word "prayer".



-- he carefully sounded it out phonetically -- -- --



P-R-E-Y-E-R -- -- --

That sounds like something I would do!!

Well, of course the boy missed the word -- got read-faced -- and had to sit Down.

But, you know, that got me thinking -- -- --


-- That is often how we spell the word -- prayer.


-- we spell it -- --p-r-e-y-e-r-!

Many times that is our attitude.  For many, prayer is a "PREY-ing" on God!


-- a kind of attack


-- a storming of heavens gates


-- and effort to add to our comfort or convenience!

It makes all the difference in the world whether our communication with God is spelled with a "A" or "E"

But -- let me suggest another spelling for the word "prayer".


-- it my text it seems that Jesus spells prayer "A-B-I-D-E"!

Jesus is revealing to us both the secret to true praying and the secret to getting answers to prayer!


-- Jesus statement is pretty broad -- -- --


-- "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what you will and it shall be done unto you."



-- that set owns pretty positive -- pretty open ended!

LETS look deeper -- -- --


-- The Word ABIDE -- is obviously the keyword here.



-- it means -- to dwell, to inhabit, to live in, 




lodge or
rest.

So Jesus Is Saying -- the first secret to answered prayer is ABIDING!  -- dwelling in me -- my words living in you!

Let Me Give You Five Lessons Learned in Abiding.

I.  We Become Fully Convinced -- As We Abide in Him -- That God Knows What Is Best for Us.


-- Abiding -- Teaches Us about Surrender.


-- Abiding -- Brings Us Back to The Assurance That God 
Knows What Is Best -- Again and Again.

That is what caused Paul to be able to say -- --


"most gladly therefore will I glory in my Infirmities"


-- Paul Had Earnestly Prayed for Deliverance --


-- but, Paul Was Convinced That God's Will -- Even If It 
Meant a Thorn Was Best for Him!

Abiding brings me to that point of surrender -- God knows best!
-- if I fight at that point -- there is no peace and There Is No 
Answer to buy prayer.

But, -- when I surrender -- my circumstances, My Desires,    My 
Request, My Prayers -- --

Then I can ACCEPT that God will only grant me what is ultimately GOOD for me.  And I have found that there is no peace until I surrender my circumstances no lead that he will grant me only what is ultimately good for me!

When I can accept -- that God knows best -- then I can accept


-- that I do not know best.

-- there he is a lot that I cannot see -- I do not know.

I believe that is what Jesus was teaching in the model prayer when he said -- pray -- "Thy Will Be Done."

If I DO prayed that and mean it -- -- I can  accept that unanswered prayer is really answered prayer.

I will never get any farther in ABIDING or in PRAYING if I do not cross that bridge -- -- --


-- God Knows What Is Best!


-- I Gladly Accept That!

II.  Abiding Teaches Us a Lot about Waiting.
Had You Ever Noticed How Much We Learn in The Waiting Periods of Life?

The most important lessons waiting in prayer teaches us is that


-- CHRIST -- not just his answers -- is what I need!


-- CHRIST -- not just his blessings -- is sufficient

It is in waiting that he prepares me for what he has prepared and guides me to ask wisely.

What is delayed is developed.  -- my prayers are perfected.


-- relaxing in his presence refines my request.

John Baillie -said "If I thought that God were going to grant me all my prayers simply for the asking, without even bringing to bear upon them His greater wisdom, I think there would be very few prayers that I would dare to pray."

III.    Abiding Makes Me a Thankful That God Has Not Answered 
Some of Prayers.
Sometimes it is only as we look back over days, weeks, months, or even years and contemplate what might have happened had God answered some of my prayers the way I wanted -- sometimes it is only looking back that we think God some prayers were not answered.

Illustration.  Maybe Some Young People Will Benefit from This Illustration.  How many older people here can look back to someone you dated -- prayed to marry -- but looking back you see -- it would have been absolute disaster.

I agree with Longfellow: -- he said, "What discord should we bring into the universe if our prayers were all answered!  Then WE should govern the world and not God.  And do we think we should govern it better?  The Thanksgiving with a full heart -- and the rest silence and submission to the divine will!"

It is only as we "abide in Him" That We Are Enabled to See that some of our prayers are better off NOT answered.

Someone suggested what we need to do is ask once, then thank God 1000 times that if the prayer is in accordance with his will it shall be done.  Our abiding in him will --

-- help us keep surrendered


-- help us to accept God's wisdom and will.


-- help us give thanks that God's will is being accomplished -- 
even if I do not understand it all.


-- help us to live with the wait.
IV. Abiding Helps Me See The REAL Reason For Unanswered Prayer.
 Sometimes Prayers Seem to the Unanswered Because We Asked God to Do for Us What He Is Already Guided Us to Do for Ourselves.


-- Continual asking may be an evasion of action.

-- many prayers are not answered because we have not acted 
upon previously answered prayer -- or previously God given 
instruction that we have not obeyed.  

The Lord will not give us new guidance if we have failed or refused to act upon what he has already told us to do!


-- and other words, our prayer channel is blocked 


-- by disobedience



-- by  unforgiveness



--  unconfessed
sin of the past



--  unsurrendered plans for the future



-- unreconciled relationships

We cannot expect the lords "yes" to today's prayer if we have said "no" to yesterday's answer.

Augustine prayed a prayer that will always been answered: he prayed "O Lord, grant that I may do thy will as if it were my will; so that Thou mighest do my as if it were thy will."  


-- the first part of that prayer makes the second part possible.

When we want the Lord's will and do it every time we know it we will be less troubled about unanswered prayer.  We will be too busy dealing with the marching orders of answered prayer.

V.  Abiding in Christ teaches us about our own desires.

Jesus said, "if you abide me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask what you will and it shall be done unto you".


Obviously, that is not just a blank check to get whatever we 
selfishly want.  What then does it mean?

 The point is -- that abiding...

-- gives us clarity about what to ask.


-- our desires are transformed by the "abiding"


-- gives us strength to endure what God does not change.


-- gives us courage to ask in confidence 


-- gives us surrender, acceptance, and yes, a love for God's will.


-- reorder's our own desires


-- learn to relax and trust


-- learn to receive with Thanksgiving

Abiding in Christ convinces us that there is really no such thing as unanswered prayer but only a continual unfolding of the will of God in my life.

Abiding in Christ teaches me that ...


-- He Is the Answer to My Prayer


-- that His strength is sufficient


-- that His Will is best


-- and that anything, Without Christ, Is Nothing!

Lord, Help Us to Abide in You!
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