Spiritual Blindness

Luke 23
13 ¶  And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people,

14  Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye accuse him:

15  No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto him.

16  I will therefore chastise him, and release him.

17  (For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.)

18  And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas:

19  (Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for murder, was cast into prison.)

20  Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them.

21  But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him.

22  And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and let him go.

23  And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed.

24  And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required.

25  And he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will.

Ephesians 4: 
17 ¶  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,

18  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

Prayer…

Ephesians 4: 
19  Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

20  But ye have not so learned Christ;

21  If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

22  That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

23  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

24  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

25  Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

26  Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

27  Neither give place to the devil.

28  Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

29  Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

31  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:

32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

I.
What is Spiritual Blindness and Spiritual Sight?


A.
Inability to see or understand Spiritual things



Not being able to understand Spiritual things?
1.
Many never had their eyes open in the first place


a.
We are spiritual Blind from Birth, 



we cannon see until we have been 



Born again:

John 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
b.
some had their eyes open but now blindness sets in.
B.
Spiritual Sight is the ablitilty to see and understand Spiritual things.


1.
Requires an active up to date relationship 



with Christ.




a.
Established through a new birth



b.
Maintained through faith and Obedience 

Psalms 125

4 ¶  Do good, O LORD, unto those that be good, and to them that are upright in their hearts. 5  As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the LORD shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity: but peace shall be upon Israel.  

(Spiritual peace will be upon the true Children of Obedience) RMK
II.
What are some of the causes of Spiritual Blindness?

A.
Not walking in the Light.


B.
Not obeying, 


C.
Giving into Satan’s temptations
2 Corinthians 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.


D.
Not taking care of our restitutions


E.
Not coming under authority of our 


parents and leaders.
I tell you that some of Spiritually blind because they will not fall under parental obedience in the Lord.

1 Peter 5

1 ¶  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:

2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

3  Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.

Hebrews 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

When blindness sets in a person can go against authorities and have no hits on their conscience, because their Concience is seared. (We’ll talk more about this in a little bit.

Do we speak evil of our spiritual leaders?

II.
What are some of the causes of Spiritual Blindness? (Con’t)

F.
Turn against Spiritual Authorities

When they can’t come under authority they tend to  turning against those authorities push to rule themselves.

1Ch 16:22  Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

Ps 105:15  Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

Ex 22:28  Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy people.

Ec 10:20  Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.

2Pe 2:10 ¶  But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

Jude 1:8 ¶  Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

Jude 1:9  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

Isaiah 54: 17  No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.

III.
What are the results of Spiritual Blindness?
A.
Cannot See at all or not clearly.
Isaiah 59:10  We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.
Inability to see spiritual things.

May not be entire blindness, but partial blindness


B.
Darkness sets in:
Matthew 6:23  But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!
Ephesians 4:18  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:
1 John 2:11  But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

III.
What are the results of Spiritual Blindness? (Con’t)


C.
A Seared Conscience

1 Timothy 4:

1 ¶  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

2  Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;
D.
Self justification

Thinking we are right in our heart when there is sin in our lives

Pr 21:2  Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.

Pr 12:15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

1.
Some will not listen to counsel


2.
They are too smart for that


3.
They think they know more than their 



leaders and elders.

1Samuel 15:23  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.
IV.
End of Spiritual Blindness; they become Lost.

2 Peter 1:

5 ¶  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

11  For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

12 ¶  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

Hebrews 10:

25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
There remains no more sacrifice for our sins if we continue in them.  Once blindness sets in we will self justify our sins, and not acknolodge them.  We can’t see them any more.

27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.

28  He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

30  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.

31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
V.
What does Jesus say about your spiritual blindness if you won’t listen to his teaching?
They are blind because they would not yield to the authority of Christ.
Matthew 15:

10 ¶  And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand:

11  Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.

12  Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?

13  But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.

14  Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.
May not need….

Acts 23:

1 ¶  And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.

2  And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth.

3  Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law?

4  And they that stood by said, Revilest thou God’s high priest?

5  Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people.
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