Sower of Discord

6 Things the Lord hates, 

7th is an Abomination to the Lord

Proverbs 6:

12 ¶ A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth.

13  He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;

14  Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord.

15  Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.

16  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

17  A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

18  An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

19  A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.
12 ¶ A naughty person, a wicked man, walketh with a froward (ik-kesh-ooth’ distortion, crookedness ) mouth.
13  He winketh with his eyes, he speaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers;

14  Frowardness (perversity, perverse thing ) is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord.
15  Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.
16  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination (tow‘ebah to-ay-baw’ 

abomination 113, abominable thing 2, abominable 2; 117

a disgusting thing, abomination, abominable  unto him:
17  A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

18  An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,

19  A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

These six-doth the Lord hate] 
1. A proud look

exalted eyes; those who will not bring themselves down with in their own minds to look on the rest of mankind. 
2. A lying tongue

he who neither loves nor tells truth. 
3. Hands that shed inocent blood,
whether by murder or by battery.
What about destroying a persons testimony or reputation?

1 John 3:15  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

4. A heart that deviseth wicked imaginations
the heart that fabricates such, lays the foundation, builds upon it, and completes the superstructure of iniquity. 
5. Feet that be swift in running to mischief
he who works iniquity with greediness and quick to perform it.. 
6. A false witness that speaketh lies
one who, even on his oath before a court of justice, tells any thing but the truth. 

Seven are an abomination unto him]
…………………………………………..>
Seven are an abomination unto him]
7. He that soweth discord among brethren
he who troubles the peace of a family, of a village, of the state; all who, by lies and misrepresentations (1. to represent incorrectly, improperly, or falsely. 2. to represent in an unsatisfactory manner.), strive to make men's minds evil-affected towards their brethren.

Discord

In verse 14 greek words is: maw-dohn’ 

AV-strife 7, contention 3, discord 1, variant 7; 18 

strife, contention, strife, contention , object of contention).
In verse 19 med-awn’ 

AV-discord 1, strife 1, variant 1; 3, strife, contention

I Corinthians 1:
10 ¶ Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

11  For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

12  Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

13  Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

The Holiness Movement has been torn to pieces because of men sowing discord!

I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

I am of this standard

I am of this standard.

Christians can’t use the internet or Christians can use the internet

Christains can’t watch a movie

It’s OK to watch movies

You can’t drive a red car

Or wear red

You can’t do this  or do that

You can be Christian with your hair down or not in a bun?

I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

To live above, with saints we love,
Will certainly be glory!
To live below, with saints we know,
Well, that’s another story!

A news story from Wales told of a feud in a church looking for a new pastor. It read: “Yesterday
the two opposition groups both sent ministers to the pulpit. Both spoke simultaneously, each
trying to shout above the others. Both called for hymns, and the congregation sang two—each
trying to drown out the other. Then the groups started shouting at each other. Bibles were raised
in anger. The Sunday morning service turned into a bedlam. Through it all, the two preachers
continued trying to out shout each other with their sermons. Eventually a deacon called a
policeman. Two came in and began shouting for the congregation to be quiet. They advised the
forty persons in the church to return home. The rivals filed out, still arguing. Last night one of
the groups called a let’s-be-friends meeting. It broke up in argument.” The story could have been
headlined, “Two Factions in One Fellowship.” This story may be amusing, but it is also tragic.
God hates this kind of discord among Christians.
The psalmist exclaimed, “ Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1).
George Whitefield, the great preacher of many years ago, was a great example of this. Although

Whitefield disagreed with John Wesley on some theological matters, he was careful not to create

problems in public that could be used to hinder the preaching of the gospel. When someone

asked Whitefield if he thought he would see Wesley in heaven, Whitefield replied, “I fear not, for

he will be so near the eternal throne and we at such a distance, we shall hardly get sight of him.”

That’s the kind of attitude we need as Christians! We need to do all we can to avoid discord

among Christians.

There are great dangers to be the sower of of discord
Proverbs 6: 

14  Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth discord.

15  Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy.
Ecclesiastes 4:

7 ¶ Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun.

8  There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.

9  Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.

10  For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.

11  Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?

12  And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
Psalms 105:15  Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

Let me tell you what can happen to people who fight to destroy a preacher:

Story of Elz & Norlene confidential don’t mention names
Trying bring into control a problem in the sanctuary with children out of control.  I sent letters to their parents 

By the way just to let you know, when I asked my conference president for advice, he affirmed there was a problem because up to this time in his life, that was the only church that he was hit with a flying object while preaching by a child in the congregation.

Here is the letter:

Dear parents,

We at ______ church love and adore each of the children that attend our church.  We are so pleased that God has opened our doors to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all ages including your children.  Thank you for being so kind as to allow us this wonderful privilege of sharing God's plan of salvation through the teaching of the Bible to your dear child or children.

In our endeavor to teach them God's word we must note some struggles we have been faced with and are greatly in need of your help.  God's word teaches us that there is to be reverence and order in His house of worship.  This I do believe would be considered to be expected in a church atmosphere by everyone you might ask.  We have found that so very often during the important times of the worship service there arise great hindrances because of disorderly children that do not respond to instruction and at times rebuke the authority of the pastor and other adults who are helping to direct there attention.

There are times the children at the church can be very disrespectful to those leading the worship service and Sunday school.  It is not uncommon for children to get up and run out of the sanctuary to the lobby area without solid reason in which they have been instructed time and time again to stay seated during Sunday school and church services in the sanctuary.  Often times when an adult tries to correct them and direct them back into the sanctuary they back talk and/or ignore instruction from the adult. There are times that the children are being so loud that services have been stopped in mid session and sometimes the church service was dismissed early because of the irreverent disorder of children.  Almost every week we try to bring order and things still seem to get out of hand.

We are only asking the Children to obey a few simple and reasonable rules during public worship and group Sunday school meeting time.  We are fully aware of the fact that children are children and can be noise at times while they play or participate in activities, which we fully expect and understand.  But as with public schools there are times they need to be quiet and listen to the person teaching or conducting church service whether it be singing, music, or preaching, etc…  This has been an on going battle we've been faced with and are requesting your help in aiding us to teach the children good manors while at church and on the van.

The list of rules below are some of the basic things we are trying instill in the children of today that will be the future congregation of tomorrow.   We are sure that with your help we can together be successful in our endeavor to achieve this goal.

RULES

1.

No going in and out during Sunday School and Church.  Remain in your seats unless told other wise.

2.

Go to the restroom before Sunday School and Church to help prevent emergencies trips to restrooms during service times.

3.

No hitting, kicking, pinching, etc. 

4.

No talking during group Sunday school time or during the church service 

5.

No crafts during church service.  (especially: no craft or art supplies in the sanctuary)

6.

Do not get into craft or art supplies without permission. 

7.

No sitting or laying on the floor unless this is give as direction.

8.

No laying down on the pews. (unless sick)

9.

Obey all adults

10.

Anytime you are in the sanctuary for service set in the appropriate places and remain setting or standing according to the direction of the person leading the service.

11.

No talking back when ask to do something.

12. 

In order to sit with your friends you must be responsible and obey.

(today I would certainly add no eating or drinking in the sanctuary)

After fair warring to the child when a problem arises, there will be a note sent home to parents of Children causing problems that are not willing to cooperate. It will then be up to the parents to take the necessary action to correct the behavior problems.

Together we can make a difference in our children's lives that will build their future to be a God filled and wonderful life.  




Sincerely,


Pastor Rodney Keister
Well I thought this letter would be a good letter and distributed it personally to all parents of good and bad children.

Well was I ever wrong, it wasn’t the parents that were the problem now it was the board members. In fact the parents all agreed that there had to be respect in church. But two of the board members (a brother and sister) began to talk about me behind their backs and one of the two at least had the courage to talk to my face, informing me I had no right to send the letter to the parents.

Then came the horror show board meeting:

Tell the story….

Do you know that within two days after the board meeting where I was abused for doing God’s will, that the man who faught the hardest with me lost everything he owned in a fire and in around 2 months the lady suffered a stroke and her mind never came back. The man could not publicly tell me he loved me when I asked him.  The man continued to strive with me for years about doctrine even when I went to see him at the dialysis center not long before he died.
Psalms 105:15  Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.
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