God wants us to be Soul Winners

Text  Luke 19:10-27

13  And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.

“Occupy till I come”

Does it mean exist till I come?

So all we need to do is maintain our souls and all will be well in the end?

Here this English word Occupy in the Greek is 


pragmateuomai (prag-mat-yoo’-om-ahee)

Occupy--"negotiate," "do business," with the resources entrusted.  Work!
14  But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us.

His citizens--His proper subjects; meaning the Jews, In the world, these correspond to infidel rejecters of Christianity.


They refused Christ, They refused the Lord.
15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.

The Lord then came again to his servants to see how they have profited.

16  Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.

17  And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.

18  And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds.

19  And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.

The first two he was pleased with and rewarded them for their faithfulness as a good steward.

20  And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin:

21  For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow.

22  And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:

23  Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury?

24  And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds.

25  (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)

26  For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown commentary.

"I knew thou wast one whom it was impossible to serve, one whom nothing would please: exacting what was impracticable, and dissatisfied with what was attainable." Thus do men secretly think of God as a hard Master, and virtually throw on Him the blame of their fruitlessness.

I can’t be a soul winner.  I can’t do it.

This depicts the conduct of all those who shut up their gifts from the active service of Christ, without actually prostituting them to unworthy uses. Fitly, therefore, may it, at least, comprehend those, to whom TRENCH refers, who, in the early Church, pleaded that they had enough to do with their own souls, and were afraid of losing them in trying to save others; and so, instead of being the salt of the earth, thought rather of keeping their own saltness by withdrawing sometimes into caves and wildernesses, from all those active ministries of love by which they might have served their brethren. 

    Thou wicked and slothful servant--"Wicked" or "bad" means "falsehearted," as opposed to the others, who are emphatically styled "good servants." The addition of "slothful" is to mark the precise nature of his wickedness: it consisted, it seems, not in his doing anything against, but simply nothing for his master. 

    Thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed--He takes the servant's own account of his demands, as expressing graphically enough, not the hardness which he had basely imputed to him, but simply his demand of a profitable return for the gift entrusted.

27  But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.

Geneva Bible Notes:

“There are three sorts of men in the Church: 

the one sort fall from Christ whom they do not see; 

the other, according to their God given position, bestow the gifts which they have received from God to his glory, with great pains and diligence; 

the third live idly and do no good.  

As for the first, the Lord when he comes will justly punish them in his time; 

the second he will bless according to the pains which they have taken; 

and as for the slothful and idle persons, he will punish them like the first.”

Proverbs 11:30  The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

The fruit of the (uncompromisingly) righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

Daniel 12:3  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.

The wise shine and turn many to righteousness!

Story of Ken Gates

Hated war - Killed during war - Became a drunk - Was depressed and crying - A man near looked so happy and content in the mitts of war - Ken hit him

Man stood and was huge.  Said-need friend Jesus.

Gun fire, man protects, said dying I am ready you are not!
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