Sell All That Thou Hast

Luke 18:18-30

18 ¶ And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

19  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God.

20  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.

21  And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up.

22  Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.

23  And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.

24  And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!

25  For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

26  And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved?

27  And he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.

28  Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee.

29  And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s sake,

30  Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

22  Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, 

I.
"Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast "


A.
You may keep all the commandments


B.
You may be a good person


C.
But this is not enough


D.
You are still attached to your old life



Jesus was trying to say:


E.
You current life is more important to you 



than I (being Christ)



F.
Mark 10:21 One thing thou lackest]  

What was that thing that he lacked? 

He lacked a heart disengaged from the world

and a complete renunciation of it and its concerns, that he might become a proper and successful labourer in the Lord's vineyard.  


Lets turn to 

G.
Matthew 19:21, here it is written:


If thou wilt be perfect

"To be complete"

"to have the business finished,"

 and all the hindrances to salvation of his soul removed, 

go and sell that thou hast-

go and get rid of your possessions, 

which it is evident his heart was too much attached, and give to the poor-for thy goods will be a continual snare to thee if thou keep them; 


1.
Now we may not need to sell all the things 



we have, some should just be thrown out.




If they are not fit for a Christian to have 



nobody should have them.


2.
but what of the desires we have, 


3.
the life styles we have 


4.
the old belief systems

of 


5.
What about those ______(you fill the blank)
Christ is saying if you really want eternal life:

YOU WILL 

II.
"sell all that thou hast,"


A.
get rid of that which is your hindrance


B.
For this man it's money, for you it is ______?



-You know what it is.

-You know what you might lose if you really become a Christian.  



Pray: ask Holy Ghost to reveal to each what stands in their way of true salvation.  Search our hearts



-Is it the makeup you wear?



-The hair style, 

-the cloth, 



-the tobacco, 


-the unholy hobby?



-the women


-the girls



-the men



-the boys



-the movies


-the music



-the books



-the magazines



-the selfishness

-your time



-your job



-your Sunday outings



-your husband


-your wife



-Your TV



-Your type of music 





All that is not solid Christian 





music

What are you afraid to lose what you will for Christ


Are you willing to sacrifice your all if that's what it takes to be a Christian?

D.
Will you let go of the things of this world to have 



eternal life?

Can I share a true story of 

A rich man from Pittsburgh in late 1800

· He was extremely wealth, His family had it all

· He was a business owner

· But one day his life changed for ever….

· He had an Employee who was a born again Christian

· The man through this employee's testimony got saved 

· Then through the scripture when reading our text for today, God deal with him and told him he was a rich young rule of his day 

· Was he willing to sell all that he had and follow Christ?

· He was, 

· His wife and family thought he lost his mind

· They cast him out of the family, disowned him

· He lost everything, his wealth, his wife, his child, his brothers, his sisters, his mother, his father.  They disowned him

· The persecuted him

· They took him to court, try to prove he was insane, the judge (a Christian) through the case out, never before seen someone so persecuted by his own family

Why was he willing to let this happen,

For what, to follow Christ 
This man considered being a Christian above all else


He was willing to lose everything if that's what it took.  And he did lose everything.  Not even knowing where his next bite of food would come from.

Oh but he gained Christ.  Oh my friend this was not a loss, but a victory.  He was a true child of God

So many go to an alter, say a little prayer, but there lives aren't really changed.  They still act the say, talk the same, they are the same, NOT A CHRISTIAN!

Damned and on their way to Hell to suffer for all eternity

Being a Christian means a sacrifice.  We must forsake our old ways and become a new creature in Christ.


Whatever the cost!

Would you be willing to lose it all if that's what it took?

Or would you belike the rich young ruler in our lesson of today. 

III.
He went away sorrowful

A.
There is a great struggle when facing such life 



changing decisions 


Adam Clarke writes:


"Men undergo great agony of mind while they are in suspense between the love of the world and the love of their souls.  When the first absolutely predominates, then they enjoy a factitious rest through a false peace: when the latter has the upper hand, then they possess true tranquility of mind, through that peace of God that passeth knowledge."

IV.
He had great possessions

A.
What are possession here on earth compared to 



eternity


Adam Clarke:

And what were these in comparison of peace of conscience, and mental rest?  Besides, he had unequivocal proof that these contributed nothing to his comfort, for he is now miserable even while he possesses them!  And so will every soul be, who puts worldly goods in the place of the supreme God." 

Matthew 19:23 Mt 19:23

V.
A rich man shall hardly enter


A.
shall hardly enter into the full life with Christ


B.
Not riches only of wealth but of worldly attachments



Adam Clarke:
Earthly riches are a great obstacle to salvation; because it is almost impossible to possess them, and not to set the heart upon them; and they who love the world have not the love of the Father in them.  1Jo 2:15. To be rich, therefore, is in general a great misfortune: but what rich man can be convinced of this?  It is only God himself who, by a miracle of mercy, can do this.  Christ himself affirms the difficulty of the salvation of a rich man, with an oath, verily; but who of the rich either hears or believes him!


C.
The trouble with people here in America may not be riches of money, but of wants.


D.
What riches hold you back from going all the Saviour leads you?

What worldly things or lusts can you not put down.

Are you willing to Sell all that thou hast to gain eternal life?

Matthew 19:

23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved?

26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

Have you weighed the options of being a true Christian?

Are you willing to Sell All That Thou Hast to follow Jesus?
Do we still today have to be willing to lose what is most secrete to us? 

Give testimony of my conversion and having to leave my family on the alter….



I knew I stood to lose my family.



I wanted Christ more than anything.

Do you want Christ more than everything?


Until you do, you will just be up and down, 



Never getting really saved, use getting wet around the edges….


Will you give Christ your full LIFE?
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