Call attention to Acts 20:7-8 Paul preached until Midnight, one fell asleep.   For all who dislike long preaching, remember we have a biblical example of a long winded preacher.
Total Self Abandonment
Acts 20:17-25

17 ¶ And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.

18  And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,

19  Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:

20  And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,

21  Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

22  And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:

23  Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.

24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
25  And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.
v24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

The Apostle Paul counted not his life dear to himself.

From the time of His conversion He began his submission to Christ.  Let us read from Acts 9:

1 ¶ And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest,

2  And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

3  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:

4  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

6  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

7  And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.

8  And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.

9  And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

My desire to God is that some new ones and established ones in the Lord would fall on their faces and say “Lord what wilt thou have me to do?”
When Paul got saved, he thereafter was ready to forsake all for Christ.

Was this the beginning of Total Self Abandonment in Paul’s life?

Was it more that just for the sake of the Gospel that Paul lived a life of Total Self Abandonment?  

Let us return to our key scripture: Acts 20:24

v24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

Yes Paul had a course set for his missions trips, but is their perhaps a note of his reference to his own course in his walk with God?

Matthew 16:

24 ¶ Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

Friends, do we see our need of Total Self Abandonment.


We need to forsake the selfish motives of our hearts.  That carnal nature that lies within which secretly rules our lives.


Paul was a man of Total Self Abandonment.

ARE YOU?


Have you abandoned self and had the nature of sin
cleansed in your heart?

The Apostle Paul counted not his life dear to himself.

For the cause of his own heart and the sake of the Gospel.


He wanted to share the Gospel whatever be the cost.

Can a person be a Christian and not work for the sake of the Gospel in one way or another?


You can not separate the Love of Christ in our hearts from the Love of lost souls and desires to work to see them get saved.


I fear that somewhere in this century our generations have begun to loose vision of the reaching the lost.


Perfect love is a Misionary’s Love, All saved in Christ are in the Lord’s army.  We are to about the business of our King.

Even though the less Paul may have been loved, the greater was his commitment to the work of the Gospel.


2 Corinthians 12:15  And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.
The Apostle Paul counted not his life dear to himself.

For the cause of his own heart and the sake of the Gospel.

Count’s all thing but loss

Philippians 3:8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,

Paul was self sacrificing for the sake of his own soul and the souls of others

2 Timothy 2:10  Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

Even when the People bid him not to go…

Acts 21:13  Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.

Have we this Total Self Abandonment that Was in the heart of Paul, that is in the Heart of the truly Sanctified?

Are you Entire Sanctified, Have you had you Heart wash of the nature of sin.

Does old man carnality still lurk in the caverns of our hearts?

Have we reach Total Self Abandonment.

Jesus said it like this:

John 12:

23  And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified.

24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

25  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.

26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

If we are going to win souls, we must die out to ourselves.

Illustration of Treiva Walter’s sanctification testimony. (?)
Illustration of the young man that weep trash cans full of tisues in his bedroom, praying all day and all night. Just weeping and crying.


“God whatever it takes, just get them to hear the Gospel just once.”


His death, the funeral, all the family’s came.

H.B. London, Doctor Dobson’s cousin.


Came home after flying back from a seminar he spoke at, found him self in the center isle of the church he pastor pouring his heart out to God, how superficial he was and wept his way into a sanctified experience.

If you want power with God, you must be sanctified.

If you want power with God, you must be HOLY

IF you want power with God, you must die to self.
Do you want power with God,  (repeat, repeat, repeat)
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