Root of Bitterness

Hebrews 12:

12  Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;

13  And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.

14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;
I come to you this afternoon with a burden on my heart.  I feel that God has laid this message on my heart to help the may that be take by this sin bitterness.

“bitter” - “that which is sharp or unpleasant to the taste; that which is discomforting to the mind, or harsh; that which is difficult or distasteful to admit; that which exhibits strong animosity or resentment; and finally that which is marked by anguished resentfulness or rancor.”
We must be careful to recognize that circumstances themselves do not produce a bitter spirit. It is our response to those circumstances that turn life's trials into roots of bitterness.
I want to let you know that God can deliver us from all sin,  even the sin of bitterness.

So bitterness might then be defined as “an inner resentment that follows a wrong response to unpleasant circumstances.” It is internal anger at what life has produced. Superficially, it is always aimed at either people or incidents. We become bitter at our parents, or bitter at our mates, or bitter at a neighbor, or we become bitter over an accident or a death or an apparent “injustice”. But a deeper look into the word of God will reveal to us that all bitterness is, in effect, a deep-seated resentment towards a sovereign God. It was God who gave us those parents; it was God who “allowed that incident”; it was God who “caused or allowed that to happen”.

We find many people who are torn between serving God and resenting God at the same time.

So a bitter spirit is the result of a wrong response to life's storms. The man or woman who nurses such a spirit lives under a proverbial cloud all of his days, for every thing that happens is viewed through the lens of life that is blurred by bitterness. GOD, meanwhile, says “Why live life under a cloud?” Behind that cloud is the SON, and He it is who will give meaning to that storm.

Some causes of bitterness are physical affliction like  our possessions, our loved ones, or the loss of good health. 
Maybe read from Job 1-2?

Job, of course, is our best example. Job lost all of his wealth. He praised God. Job lost all of His family. He quietly replied “The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away; blessed be the name of the Lord” Then God allowed Satan to touch Job's body.
A crippling disease came upon Job (with GOD's permission, mind you), a disease that literally rendered him helpless, caused him extreme agony physically, and made him a social outcast as well. 
Job’s own wife told him to “Curse God and Die.”
I remember at time when I was so hurt that I cried out to God WHY, WHY, WHY,

Not really expecting God to answer, but he did:



To make you stronger.

End with Story of Rick ____,
Visit his sons for bus ministry

Stop by one day,

He said he was glad I was here

…….
“A rattlesnake, if cornered, will sometimes become so angry it will bite itself. That is exactly what the harboring of hate and resentment against others is--a biting of oneself. We think that we are harming others in holding these spites and hates, but the deeper harm is to ourselves.”  

E. Stanley Jones, Reader's Digest, December 1981. 

Bitterness will destroy you inside.  It’s like biting yourself over and over again.

lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;
God wants to heal any heart that is bitter or any other sin that is eating at you today.

“A rattlesnake, if cornered, will sometimes become so angry it will bite itself. That is exactly what the harboring of hate and resentment against others is--a biting of oneself. We think that we are harming others in holding these spites and hates, but the deeper harm is to ourselves.”  
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