One of the Keys to Revival 

and Answer to Prayer

Outline taken from page 563-564 of The Resource Book of Sermons Vol. # 3 adapted and edited by Rodney Keister May 4, 2003.

Matthew 18:19-20.

19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.

20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. —

We need to pray for quickened vision that we may see these words in their true significance. Let us consider---

I.

The 'IF' Which is one of God's One Condition

"IF two of you shall agree" and ask it shall be done!


How absolutely different from our frequent practice!
We are apt to place first the necessity of organization, of
money, of qualified helpers; but Christ says simply: 'If
you pray, it shall be done.'

We reverse the Divine process, and say: 'Such and such needs to be done; let us join hands and agree to do it.'

Christ says : 'You can never meet the need like that;

but if you wait on your Father in agreement, it shall be
done.'  If we put secondary things first, we shall fail, as we
have failed before.

II.

The "TWO" of Fellowship

"If two of you shall agree"

Christ takes the lowest number possible. Where a 
True Holiness Church in which two earnest souls in union with God cannot be found?  

Prayer never attains its highest in solitude; but even 'two' in agreement ensures the presence of a Third—the Lord is in the midst.

III.

The Symphony of Agreement

"If two shall agree." 

The original word is "sumphoneo" 


Meaning to call out with, to be in harmony, generally to agree: —, "If two shall 'symphonize'" — the word we use in our English 'symphony,' two voices singing in harmony or agreement. 


If a long note is drawn with the bow across the violin the piano will answer it. 

So God awakens a yearning cry for revival in one soul, and another answers it.  In their sympathetic agreement there is fulfillment of the conditions of power: "If two agree ... it shall be done."

Illustration…

Illustration…

Nash and Clary, prayer warriors, Traveled with Charles Finney praying of revival, They carried the load In England, rented a basement, stayed down there and agreed in prayer for Finney

IV.

The Locality for offered Prayer

"If two ... on Earth" 

The contrast is, of course, to the Father in Heaven.  Earth cries to Heaven; Heaven answers Earth.  The co-operation of man with God is always necessary.

V.

Prayer's Boundless Horizon

"As touching anything they shall ask."

Here God hands the praying soul a blank sheet. Just as when He said at another time : 


'Ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.' 

But it is given only to those who, what? "abide in Him"


which implies perfect harmony of our 'will' with His.

Here the limit is 'two or three gathered together in My
name'—those who bear the name and nature of Christ.

If such prayer had unlimited way in our Church, what
would be the outcome?

More on next page

VI.

Prayer Makes Any Place the Presence -Chamber of Christ

"Where two or three are gathered together in My name,
there am I in the midst." 

It may be a barn, a coal-cellar, or a hedgerow. 

No need to ask Him, as we often do, to come amongst us. 

That is a reflection on His truthfulness: He is with us if we are gathered in agreement in His name, and His presence is the guarantee of power—of prayer accomplishing its end—

"It shall be done for them of My Father"
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