Reunion in Heaven
John 14:

1 ¶ Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

2  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

4 ¶ And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

5  Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?

6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

HEAVEN

From Sermon book of Stephen's

WHAT HEAVEN IS
Revelation 21:23, 24. 

23  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.

24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.

Heaven is attractive to the good, because of four facts
about it.
I.—Heaven IS THE PRESENCE OF god.

II.—Heaven IS A PLACE OF HAPPINESS.

III.—Heaven IS A PLACE OF PROGRESS. 
IV.——Heaven IS A PLACE OF PURITY.

I.—Heaven IS THE PRESENCE OF god.

This is the greatest wonder of Heaven.

1. We shall realize it—we shall see God. Even now, when we feel Him near, we cannot begin to know all his presence; but then we shall see Him in all His glory, and be with Him in His glorious presence.
2. We shall understand His will.—Now, it is often hidden in mystery ; then, we shall see that all is good.

Sometimes with our friends things happen that we cannot
understand; they puzzle and grieve us ; but a few words of
explanation, and we see it all! So, when we go Home at last, God will make His ways plain.

3. We shall love Him more than ever when we see His
glory.—The cross will be more wonderful to us when we see what He left to hang upon it. The Blood will be more
precious than ever to our victorious souls when we see Him
on His Throne of light, wearing the vesture dipped in
Blood.—Revelation 21:13.
II.—Heaven IS A PLACE OF HAPPINESS.

1. It will have in it all that will make every one there most happy.—Some natures need one thing, some another.


One seeks companionship. Look at the companions there!


Another pleasures. Look at the pleasures there—( rivers 
of them—love, music, song, and no more night or tears.


Another likes quiet and rest and home. What rest there,
and peace!  No Devil, no sin, no sorrow. Think of the joy
of families in Heaven—mothers and fathers and all their
children Home at last.

2. There will be happy service.—They serve Him day and night—perhaps sent on missions to other worlds. What bliss!  'Workers together with God' down here to be workers with Him, for ever.
III.—Heaven IS A PLACE OF PROGRESS.

The soul goes on expanding and learning for ever and ever.—
Think of what you are as a man compared with the babe !
You have grown in body and mind. Think of what you
are now as a Salvationist; look at yourself when you
were saved—your weakness, your ignorance—and then
at yourself now. Think of yourself when you have been in
Heaven fifty years, living only among the good and holy
and beautiful. Your ability for goodness^ and your ability
to enjoy will ever increase.

Notice also that this may be so in Hell—the capacity to
suffer may ever go on increasing. It is impossible to stop
Think of fifty years in Hell!
IV.——Heaven IS A PLACE OF PURITY.

1. Nothing there which is unlike God. No bad men ; no
bad natures ; no temptation.


Nothing impure—all in the light.

2. Nothing can get in that defileth.—Devils and defilers cure all left outside the gates—' For without are dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters,
and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.'


3. Still many are inside who once were vile and filthy.—
The Garden
Recalling my childhood days of going to church with my family, I heard people talk about a special garden and how beautiful it will be. What a great reunion it’s going to be with our families, again. That was many years ago.

Today, I still hear people talking about that special garden. When the day comes for me to go to that special garden, with all it’s beauty and all the excitement going on, I don’t want to be alone. I want someone to walk inside with me, that we might share the joy and excitement together ... and that’s why I say:

Won't you wait for me at the gate to the garden. Then, we will walk, together, inside. There, we will see our friends and our loved ones, again. What a gathering it will be in the end. I was sitting on a bench, by a store, next to a busy road in town and was talking to several men sitting beside me when I noticed three people, walking toward us, engaged in a heavy conversation.

As they approached, I heard one saying that they could not wait to see that special garden. Another one said they were told that the garden was going to be a breath taking site to see.

The other one said, "Yep. It's going to be a grand reunion to see my folks, again."

I stood up and said, "I'm sorry for listening to your conversation. But, where is this special garden you all are talking about?" Is it for members only, or is the public invited? Do I have to make reservations?

They looked at me with a blank stare. I did no know if they thought I was stupid, or if they just did not know how to answer me.

One Sunday morning, at church, the pastor said his sermon was going to be about the garden. Finally, someone was going to give me my answers. I sat up straight on the bench. This is one Sunday, I was not going to fall asleep.

After about 1 1/2 hours of sermon, he still had not answered my questions.

As the congregation was leaving, I made sure I was the last one out. I said, "Pastor, I need some answers about that special garden."

The pastor led me into his conference room where we could sit comfortably. He said, "My child, what are your questions?"

"Where is this garden? How do I get there?"

The pastor said, "Ah, the garden you are looking for is Heaven.  Where many will gathering and shall be with the Master, worshiping Him along side of angles.”

“This place sounds great.  Tell me more”

“Heaven has been prepared for those who are overcomes as it says in the book of Revelation.  Christ was crucified on the cross. Then, He arose from the dead and ascended to the heavens above to prepare a place for us."
"How do I get there?" I asked.

The pastor smiled, again, and said, "That is all up to you."

“Up to me, how can it be up to me?”

The pastor explained further.  “Well it’s not like making a reservation at a motel and packing your suitcase to go.  You need to seek Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins and the cleansing of your heart.  Then walk in the light as He is in the light.”

“Really that’s all I have to do?  And this will make my reservation.”

“Oh pastor, this is what I’ve been searching for, thank you.”

I stood up, shook the pastor's hand, and thanked him for giving me the answers I had been searching many years for. Then, I hurried out the church, to go home as quickly as I could.

I ran into the house, then to the bedroom where my wife was lying in bed. Sitting down on the bed, beside her, I took a small bony hand and placed it gently in mine.

We both looked at each other and smiled. We knew that time was getting shorter and that, soon, I would be left alone ... just for a little while.

I said, "The pastor told me about a garden that I am sure you will love to see. It is a wonderful place.

The pastor said that we will see those who went on before us too. So, I know you won't be lonely while you wait for me."

Then, I leaned over and whispered, "I love you. I have one last request to ask of you." As she nodded her head, I told of our need to confess our sins to Jesus and he will let us in.  As we both prayed and found the Saviour, she went home ahead, I think now of that reunion to one I once had wed. 
A bright light covered the length of her body and I knew she would be there soon.

False Advertising
A well-paid, recently-promoted young executive dreamed he died and stood at the Pearly Gates. Peter asks: "Do you want to go to heaven or to hell?" 

"Let me know my options," he says. "Show me hell." Up pops a giant screen with a video playing. Girls in bikinis and well-built guys are playing volleyball on the beach. Coolers are iced down with beer. Everybody is wearing brand-name clothes and driving a BMW. 

Then he asks for a glimpse of heaven, only to notice that the video is still running. It pans upward and shows a park filled with old people sitting on benches feeding the birds and playing checkers — with angels singing in the background. 

"Uh, very nice," the guy mutters, "but I think I prefer hell." 

Immediately he is plunged into molten lava! In agonizing pain, he hollers at Peter. "Hey, where's the beach and the babes? What about the beer and cars?"

"Sorry," he says. "What you saw was the demo tape sent up by Satan." 

Talk about false advertising! But that seems to be the devil's speciality. He would like you to believe that cutting corners is just good business. That fudging on quality is "standard operating procedure" for everyone. That promises with no intention of keeping them are all right — if they help make a sale. 

On Satan's demo, "studs" and "bimbos" are the people who know how to turn boredom into fun. Booze is a "social lubricant," and pot and pills are "recreational." Both holiness and heaven are spelled b-o-r-i-n-g. 

Come to think of it, the story of the young man at heaven's gates only compresses the time factor from 70 years to a few minutes. Everything else about it is real. The conspiracy of our time has been to convince young and old alike that "the good life" is defined by things shallow or evil and that anything connected to God is dull and tiresome. What a bunch of suckers we've been! People who fall for the demo tape from hell begin to pay dearly even in this life. 

Be smarter this week than to fall for a lie with a ribbon tied around it. 

Rubel Shelly 
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