Restoration of the Backslider
Gal. 6
1 ¶  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

2  Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

3  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.

4  But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

Key

1 ¶  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

Catherine Booth wrote this preface to A.M. Hills:

Backsliders and Worldly Christians
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Remember from whence you have fallen. You were once
full of zeal for the glory of your divine Deliverer, and the salva-
tion of those for whom He died. You could then reprove sin, and
weep over and expostulate with sinners. You could deny yourself
almost your necessary sleep and food, in order to promote the
interests of your Redeemer’s kingdom.

Where is now your zeal for the Lord of Hosts? Can you
deny self, sacrifice your ease, honor, reputation, or wealth for
His glory, as you once did? Remember! Compare your present
state with your former one. Let conscience speak, let facts speak,
and honestly admit the truth; and if you are condemned, write
yourself down—backslider in heart.

Too many Christians have far too light an estimate of heart
unfaithfulness. I have sometimes heard them speak of five or ten
years’ half-heartedness as a very light thing, slurring it over, as it
were, with a very thin and superficial sort of confession.

But our Lord does not so regard it. He looks upon it as a
very serious matter, a very heinous sin, a most God-dishonoring
experience. So much so, that He threatens the Ephesian backslid-
ers that unless they repent, notwithstanding all their good works,
He will come unto them in judgment and remove their candle-
stick out of its place.

—CATHERINE BOOTH




I.
God is a God of Restoration


God’s desire is to restore……


The fallen



The lost



The hopeless



The poor



The wretched



The wicked



The brokenhearted



The backslidden in heart

When Adam and Eve fell God’s desire was to bring restoration for the fallen.

We are a fallen race and God has prepared a plan of salvation for our fallen race.

God has setup a way to get our hearts right with God and this is great

AM Hills wrote:

Three months before his death John Wesley wrote to Adam Clarke, “to retain the grace of God is much more than to gain it:  hardly one in three does this.  And this should be strongly and explicitly urged on all who have tasted of perfect love.”
WE need a spiritual Awakening in our circles.

WE need to get the lifelessness back to life.

WE need to see revival today.

II.
Key’s to restoration:

Let us look at Acts 26:
18  To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
1.
First our eyes need to be opened

2.
1We need to turn from darkness to light

3.
From the power of Satan unto God

4.
That we may receive forgiveness of sins

5.
And inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith

to gain is one thing, to retain is another.

Which brings back to our key verse

Gal. 6

1 ¶  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

Are we where we need to be?

God’s promises to restore:

Joe 2:25  And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you.
But we need to seek, confess, repent, believe
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