Restoration of God’s People
Reading Nehemiah 1:1-2:3

I.
Nehemiah made intercession for the children of Israel


A.
When he heard the condition of the remnant


1.
Wept & Mourned



2.
Fasted and Prayed


B.
He cried out to God,



1.
Confessed the sins of Israel



2.
Pleaded for God’s mercy and help

6  Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house have sinned.

7  We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses.

8  Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations:

9  But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there.

10  Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand.

11  O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer.

II.
God answered his prayer to the restoration of the people and Jerusalem


A.
Nehemiah went before the King


1.
The king granted his request to rebuild Jerusalem




a.
Not only granted it but also provided the 




materials to repair the city


B.
They came to together to work and rebuild


1.
But not all helped




a.
Verse 3:5





“And next unto them the Tekoites repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord.”




b.
we must all work together if you want the church rebuilt.




c.
be willing to forgive and come to peace and understanding.




d.
If you cannot forgive each other, there a great lost




e.
The promise of God is:





9  But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, 


C.
They had there share of troubles and resistance the devil came to fight



Read 4:7-14



1.
Nehemiah encouraged the people, Be not afraid




verse 4:14  And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses.




a.
We must fight for our children’s, wives‘, husband’s, everyone’s future we know.  




b.
We must fight the enemy and destroy the works of the Devil





1.
The devil wants to stop the rebuilding of 



Berwick





2.
Choose your side






a. 
opposition to restoration






b.
Or helps to healing


2.
God brought their counsel to nought



4:15  And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work.

III.
They worshipped


A.
After the restoration of the city things of the Lord had a new meaning


Read 8:5-12

5  And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up:

6  And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.

7  Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood in their place.

8  So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.  

9 And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 

10  Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. 

11  So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 

12  And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the words that were declared unto them.



1.
The bowed there heads, they worshipped with 



reverence, they honored the Lord, they were 



interested.  They were a new people.



2.
They had a new understanding of God’s word,




because they now were walking with Him again.



3.
The joy of the Lord is their strength.

IV.
God at work in your church




Will you let him back in?


If you want to see God restore and rebuild your church, you’ve got to be all 100% Christian.


No more division, 


No more speaking what you hear,


No more believing all that you hear,


No more spreading rumors.

Remember “the noble put not their necks to the work of the Lord.”  Don’t worry about those who speak about you, you just do what is right.  Look at the scriptures examples,  the enemy came to destroy the restoration, but God turned the counsel to nought!

Get filled with the Holy Ghost go out and turn Jerusalem upside down!
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