Resist Unto Blood

Text:

Hebrews 12:4  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.

Are we willing to resist unto blood?

Are we willing to be Christian at all cost?

We must if we are going to make it through till the end.

We must stand up for what is right.  We must not denie the faith of Christ!

I.
We must not partake of evil

1 Peter 3:11  Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.

ekklino (ek-klee’-no); 

to deviate, (absolutely) to shun, or to decline from, avoid, eschew, go out of the way.


Even if this means to the point of death.

I wonder sometimes if far too often we just conform to the world around us as not to offend or not to be too different in our actions, values (shared openedly)

Are we trying to be Christian on the inside but on the outside we just conform to what is around us.

There are those who are dying for the their faith all over the world.

In East Timorese the country is ninety percent Christians, they are asked to forgive their enemies and killers.  For they are being massacred by the Indonesian military-backed militia.  CNN has reported more than thirty thousand mercilessly killed, and unaccounted killings in the hills, and everywhere. Nearly one half of the population has been displaced or trucked away from cities by the army and towns burnt and razed to the grounds showing evidence of ochestrated pre-planning at the highest level. Holocaust is still happening. 

WE have it so good here in the US and yet are we willing to stand up against sin to the point of persecution.

We each have choices to make daily.

Do we choose Christ over all things!!!?

Do we shun all evil?

What about the conversation with friends do we chime in on the ungodly topics and discussions or do we stand up for what is Holy and speak out against the evils?

2 Timothy 4:2  

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

Titus 2:15  

These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.

Are Christians wimps?

Are we so scared to say anything for fear they will not like us or will disagree with us.

Look around you, the sinners aren't afraid to tell you it is OK to live in sin are they.  

Why then do we not stand up for truth?

God will give us courage to stand up for what is right if we stay close to Him in prayer.  If we do not spend time with God to be filled with His presences we are no match for this world and the Devil.

Do we choose Christ over our entertainment and recreation?

Can a Christian willfully view evil on TV and still remain Christ?

Can we listen and sing to rock & roll and still praise God with the same mouth?

Can we do sinful things and still profess we are saved?

NO.  These are sinful desires that need to be forgiven and cleansed.

Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.

The live of a born again Christian is not one that lives in habitual sin.

Can we forsake the Lord's day by working, buying, selling, seeking of pleasure and still remain saved?

Resisting unto Blood for the faith

Rachel Joy Scott of Littleton, Colorado, penned these words in her diary exactly one year to the day before her death: "It is like I have a heavy heart and this burden upon my back... but I do not know what it is... Now that I have begun to "walk my talk", even my friends make fun of me...I know what they are thinking every time I make a decision to resist temptation and follow God. They call me "the preacher's churchgoing girl..." I have no more personal friends at school. But you know what? I am not going to apologize for speaking the name of Jesus... If my friends have to become my enemies for me to be with my best friend Jesus, then that's fine with me," The young man who shot her asked: "Do you believe in God?" She said, "Yes, and so should you." Since that moment, the whole world has heard this teenager's testimony. Don (Used by permission from her mother and her pastor, Bruce Porter)

2 Tim. 3:12  

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

	Christians will be persecuted!

Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.- 2 Timothy 3:12

Mehdi Dibaj was born in 1934 in Iran into an extremely wealthy Muslim family. He came to Christ as a teenager and went to seminary and became an Assemblies of God minister. In 1979 he was put in jail for 68 days because of his faith. In 1984 he was arrested again and for the next nine years he was regularly tortured. On December 21, 1993 an Islamic court in the city of Sari condemned him to die. 

During the trial, Dibaj said the following in his defense: "Life for me is an opportunity to serve Him, and death is a better opportunity to be with Christ. Therefore I am not only satisfied to be in prison for the honor of His Holy Name, but am ready to give my life for the sake of Jesus my Lord and enter His kingdom sooner, the place where the elect of God enter everlasting life, but the wicked to eternal damnation." World opinion pressured Iran to release Rev. Dibaj in January 1994. For the next five months he encouraged other believers in Iran. Then in June 1994, he was mysteriously abducted and suffered martyrdom.

Mission experts estimate that 1 out of 200 Christians throughout the world are martyred for their faith. Today in prayer, thank Christ that the small price for living a godly life is persecution. Pray for those Christians whose lives are threatened because of their faith in Christ.

"What a privilege to live for our Lord and to die for Him as well." - Mehdi Dibaj

God's Word: "Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also." - John 15:20
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Are we willing to go all the way in the faith even unto Blood to resist sin or share the gospel?

Christ will help us to be strong if we will spend time in His divine presence!
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