Psalms 90:12

Read Psalms 90:12

12 ¶ So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Illustration:


Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;  And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.  Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.  And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.  And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through.  Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.










By Jesus Christ










Luke 12:35-40    

Illustration:

Proverbs 6:

6 ¶  Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:

7  Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,

8  Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.

9  How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?

10  Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:

11  So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.
The ant toils all the time.
Here is a piece from Truth Magazine IV:10, pp. 221-222
July 1960:

"Go to the Ant - Consider Her Ways"

Leslie Diestelkamp

Lagos, Nigeria

	Out in this "bush country" ants are very plentiful and are a real pest. One morning I got out of bed at 4:20 a.m. to go on an early morning appointment for preaching, and before I could light a lantern ants were biting me. Upon investigation I found that "line ants" had invaded our house. They form a line about an inch wide, and travel over and under and around almost any obstacle. There will be millions of them in a line extending for great distances. On the morning mentioned above they had formed a line around our bed, into the bath room and around the toilet, then back into the bed room and the line even extended up over the bed on tile mosquito net. It was a rather harrowing experience. I hurried out on my appointment and left Alice in bed, surrounded by the ants. By the time she got up they had also gone into Roy's room. When they bite it hurts, but if you leave them alone and do not step too near the line they will not leave it to bother you.

The lesson Solomon had in mind in Prov. 6:6, when he said, "Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise," was a lesson in diligent industry. No doubt it needs to be observed even in the life of a Christian who would be fruitful. Jesus said that we are branches on the vine, and that if we bear no fruit we will be cut off and cast into the fire (see Jn. 15). But fruitfulness is no accident. If we hope to be a fruitful branch we need to consider the ways of the ant and imitate its industry. I have never seen an ant asleep! Always they move about with vigor and enthusiasm. They seem to be hurrying to a very important work. But the work of a Christian is the most important of all, yet we are often inclined to linger, to rest from our labors, to plod along as though time was unimportant.

If most Christians manifested the same attitude toward their secular work that they do toward their work as Christians they would lose their jobs quickly. On the other hand, if we would manifest the same enthusiasm for the Lord's work as we do for our secular work we would preach the gospel to the whole world in this generation! God has not commanded that we convert the world, but he has asked that we preach the truth to all people. This we could do if every Christian would imitate the ant!

If a Christian would consider the ant's actions and follow them, he would busily engage himself in study, prayer, benevolence, etc. Too many Christians can be classified as sluggards just as Solomon expressed it. They are too lazy to even pray except when someone leads them in a public prayer. (It does take time and diligence to really pray to God in secret.) They do not really study the word of God and meditate upon it, for it is easier to allow their thoughts to wander about in the world of materialism. They do not have the zeal to show compassion for the unfortunate, for it does take time, energy, money and patience to help those who cannot help themselves. To many Christians, worship is a burden, not a real privilege as it should be, and religious work is a matter of legal procedure and not an action that proceeds from a heart of love. (Let it be remembered that all religious work must be in harmony with lawGod's law-and that zeal must be directed by knowledge of truth. However, some who seem to have great zeal for truth fail to manifest the same zeal for the work which that truth demands.) In many cases the zeal that Christians do have is misdirected into pursuit of material things. Many Christians will give $30.00 for a good Bible for themselves but will only give $1.00 for tracts or Bibles for the lost. They will donate an "extra" twenty dollar bill for a new rug for the pulpit, but they will only give the unfortunate beggar a dime. Some churches will spend $400.00 or $500.00 for support of a preacher for a meeting within their own building, but will send a paltry few dollars to a preacher in a new field and expect him to work thirty days for it. Some preachers will hustle vigorously to promote themselves into bigger and better jobs, but have little time or energy to go out and seek the hard, new places of labor.

Zeal Plus Unity

But the ants have given me another good lesson. Just this morning I saw a group of them moving a small piece of bread. They were not just moving it across a floor, but up a perpendicular wall. In order to accomplish this, many of them worked together. They manifested the same zeal that always characterizes ants, but they also showed great unity in action. There were just as many ants around that piece of bread as could get around it. They all were pushing or pulling it in the same direction. Up, up, up it went, because they all worked together. I watched them intently a few moments and wished so much that brethren would just imitate them!

I am not advocating that brethren stifle their conscience to work with others. It is not my desire to say that we should engage in all work that all brethren do. For conscience sake I must refrain from that which is not clearly authorized by truth. However, in every area of agreement-in all that is in the class that "is right and cannot be wrong" because it is clearly taught in the New Testament, we could do well to imitate the unity of the ants. I think it is safe to say that the ants are not motivated by love, yet brethren are commanded to love one another, and our love for the Lord and for the truth should certainly cause us to desire such unity as will enable us to go forward together in full discharge of our duties and in fruitful work in the Lord's service.

(Note: If you are inclined to be critical of allowing ants to be in the house, it is because You do not live in tropical Africa.)

Truth Magazine IV:10, pp. 221-222
July 1960


12 ¶ So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Where do we put our time?

In the work for the Lord or in the Work for ourselves?

When we look at the end result of our days on earth, what will the tally be?

Ephesians 5:

16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

Redeem the time

Psalms 39:4  

LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am.

How frail we are in our shortness of life.

Deuteronomy 32:29  

O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end!

Be wise and take heed to this leason from God's Word tonight

Ecclesiastes 9:10  

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.


Do it while you are here, don't hesitate. 

Speak of putting feet to our prayers…

12 ¶ So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Put our days to use for wisdom.  Seek God for wisdom….

James 1:5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

God is the giver of Wisdom and our teacher….

1 John 2: 

20 ¶ But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

21  I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

22  Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.

23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.

24  Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father.

25  And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.

26  These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.

27  But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

John 14: 

25 ¶ These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.

26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
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