Matthew 25:

31 ¶ When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:

32  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

33  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.

34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

And what of the goats, the ungodly, the unsaved, the LOST:

Revelation 20:

11 ¶ And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

The Reality of the Lost

Illustration

What is it like to be lost?

Have you ever been lost before?

Lost In Darkness when His Lamp Went Out

A striking incident was given me while laboring on the Pacific coast. A deep cave had been discovered that, so far as was known, had never been explored. But one man, determined to have the exclusive honor of exploring the interior of the cave, procured a small hand lamp and a large ball of twine, and went to the cave alone, and fastening one end of the twine securely to some firm substance outside, took his lamp and ball of twine and entered the cave, climbing over rugged rocks and through deep, damp  passages, unwinding his ball as he went. He felt sure if his lamp went out he could find his way back by the twine.

In this way he had gone a long way into the cave, having several times passed through small openings, until he reached a large, beautiful room in the cave. This room was adorned with rare and beautiful curiosities.

As far as could be ascertained, the man meant to bring out some of these curiosities. So setting down his lamp and putting his ball of twine by the side of it, he had gone some distance to break off a specimen, to bring out to his friends.

While he was doing this his lamp tipped over and went out. He at once left whatever he was endeavoring to obtain, to find his lamp and twine.  He knew his life depended on his finding his lamp and twine. His tracks could be seen where he had crept in total darkness back and forth in search of his lamp, but it was all in vain. His lamp once out his death was certain. If any one ever started for a given window, in a very dark night, perhaps reaching just the opposite window, you can imagine how difficult was the situation of this poor man in the dark cave.

Long weary hours and weary days and nights, he searched as best he could for his lamp and twine, still in vain. Oh what thoughts of home and dear ones. What self reproach over his folly in not having some one with him, but it was too late then. He must die alone unwept. At last the struggle was over. Exhausted and worn he laid down and died. And as no one knew he was there, it was a long time before his body was found and returned to the dear ones. 

So it is with unconverted men, they have a little light, in having some desire to become a Christian. The Holy Spirit, though often grieved and insulted by their rejection of his gracious calls, still shines, although it may be faintly, upon their darkness and would lead them out to hope and heaven. As in the cave when the light went out, the thread was lost, so when the Spirit leaves, the silken thread of desire is lost and they are in a dark cave without a guide to lead them out. Then their bitter cry will be, The harvest is passed, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.

Too late! too late! will be the cry, Jesus of Nazareth has passed by.

A. B. Earle, From: Incidents Used… In His Meetings, published in 1888
I.
The Lost

Lost = 

1.
To be unsuccessful in retaining possession of

2.
To be deprived of something

3.
To be left alone or desolate because of the death of

4.
To be unable to keep alive

To be unsuccessful in finding God.

To be deprived of God in your life.

To be left alone without God

To be unable to keep alive in the judgment

To be unsaved, not on our way to heaven,

Lost, not found yet in ones spiritual life.

Are we lost today, do we have Christ in our lives?

Can we see the Lost today, can we know where they are headed and remain in our place and do nothing?

The lost are dying and the churches today are idle in the work of the Lord.  All Christians everywhere need to get a burden for the Lost.

Do we really believe what the bible says about the Lost?

II.
The End for the Lost

Revelation 20:

11 ¶ And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

14  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

15  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Revelation 14:

10  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:

11  And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night… 


A.
Who have not found God


B.
Who are not born again 




shall parish in an eternal fire for ever and 




ever "No rest day nor night…"

Isaiah 34:10  It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever.


C.
We need not parish



Luke 19:10  For the Son of man is come to seek and 







to save that which was lost.

III.

Reaching the Lost

Reaching The Lost
How can I reach the lost, Lord?

What else can I say?

I've tried so hard to let them know,

Through your blood, they can be saved.

 

I was sinking so deep in sin.

I didn't want to let you in.

But, you reached down, deep inside,

And took away my foolish pride.

 

You made me see, though I was lost,

My sins you bore upon the cross.

While I was weeping soft and low,

You washed my sins as white as snow.

 

Now, help me be your witness, Lord,

For other's who are lost

And help them see, as You've shown me,

Their sins nailed to the cross. 
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A.
Its our duty to win the Lost

Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Conclussion?

Matthew 25:

34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

35  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:

36  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

37  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

38  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

39  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

42  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:

43  I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.

44  Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?

45  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.

46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Heaven and Hell
A man spoke with the Lord about heaven and hell. The Lord said to the man "come, I will show you hell". They entered a room where a group of famished people sat around a huge pot of cooking stew. Everyone in the room was starving and desperate. Each person held a spoon that reached the pot but each spoon had a handle so much longer than their own arms that it could not be used to get the stew into their own mouths. The suffering was terrible. 

"Come now, I will show you heaven" the Lord said. 

They entered another room identical to the first, the big pot of stew, the group of people and the same long-handled spoons. But here everyone was happy and well nourished. "I don't understand" said the man. "Why is everyone happy here and miserable in the other room? Everything is the same." 

"Here," said the Lord "they have learned to feed each other" 

Unknown 
Do we feed each other or just try to feed ourselves?

Do we try to reach the Lost or are we just concerned about ourselves?

True Christianity is Loving our neighbors enough to try winning their souls….
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