REGENERATION AND SANCTIFICATION

Read Titus 3:1-8

Titus 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

And 

John 14: 

15 ¶ If ye love me, keep my commandments.

16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

Webster's dictionary defines "crisis" as "that change in the course of a disease which indicates whether the result is to be recovery or death, a decisive moment." "Crisis" is not intended to be limited to a raging stonn of the external circumstances of life. One need not have their world falling apart to desire a deeper walk. A crisis experience is, as I am describing, a point in time where a heart changing decision is made by the believer to yield their heart fully to the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit. We will be looking at the scriptural support of sanctification being a crisis experience. But first, we need to understand the differences between regeneration and sanctification. A person who accepts Jesus as his personal Saviour asks Jesus into his heart and receives forgiveness for past sins. That person becomes regenerated or born again. He becomes justified as a child of God because Jesus' death on the cross paid the price for his sins.; Instead of having to carry the weight of his past sins, he is now forgiven and is justified as a child of God. That is what justification is all about. Entire sanctification is a deeper work within the heart of the believer whereby his heart is cleansed or purged from the evil desires that remain after regeneration. Regeneration is an obvious crisis experience for every believer, but why do so many not press on towards sanctification? One reason may be a confusion over what takes place-and what does not take place-at regeneration. Some of the differences between regeneration and entire sanctification ate;

1. 
In regeneration men are saved from sinning and for​given from every past sin and made new creatures in Christ. 


In entire sanctification the positive carnal oppo​site of each gift and grace of the Spirit is cleansed.

2.
Justification deals with sin as an act; 


sanctification deals with sin as a principle.

3.
In justification one surrenders in repentance and faith; 


In entire sanctification one consecrates in obedience and


faith.

4. In justification a spiritual nature is imparted, in entire


sanctification the carnal nature is destroyed.

5. In justification the 'shoots' of sin are destroyed; in


entire sanctification the root itself is destroyed.

6.
In justification one becomes a branch in the Vme; 


In entire sanctification the branch is purged to bring forth more fruit (John 15:1-2). 

1
I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

2  
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

7.
In justification one is separated from the world;


In sanc​tification the world is taken out of the believer.  Israel was taken out of Egypt; then Egypt was taken out of them.

8.
In justification the 'old man' must be suppressed; 


In entire sanctification the "old man' is destroyed (Romans 6:6).


Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

9.
In justification the Spirit is with the believer;


In entire sanctification He is within the believer in His fullness (John 14:17).

15 ¶ If ye love me, keep my commandments.

16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
10.
In justification one becomes a child of God; 


In entire sanctification the believers are made kings and priests unto God.


In justification men are born of the Spirit; 


In entire sanctification they are baptized with the Spirit (Matthew 3: 11).


I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:

12. In justification man is restored to the favor of God; 


In entire sanctification man is restored to the moral image of God.


One of the curious blind spots in theology has been its strange failure to see sanctification as a result of the atonement (Jesus' death on the cross), as well as justification. There is of course, a possibility that sanctification as an entire instant act is rejected because of the simple fact that some may not hate their sin. In fact, some self-proclaimed followers of Christ may wish to justify their conduct claiming that separation from sin will come at death, therefore the atonement provides enough justifi​cation.  If the soul going out of the body has the effects of entire purification then something other than "the blood of Christ which cleanses us" is the purifying agent.

John Baillie, the Scottish Theologian remarked, " A justification which does not issue in sanctification is no true justification at all.  That is, if it is only a good tree which produces good fruit, then our persistent failure to become holy should raise a question even concerning our reconciliation with God."
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