Living by Providence

1 Kings 17:8-24

Introduction:

God’s warning was in the Law of Moses

Deuteronomy 11:

16  Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them;

17  And then the LORD’S wrath be kindled against you, and he shut up the heaven, that there be no rain, and that the land yield not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off the good land which the LORD giveth you.

What other gods do people serve today?

Do we have any other gods in our lives?

Now God sends Elijah to King Ahab who is not leading the Children of Israel to serve other God's.

1 Kings 17:

1 ¶ And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.

Following telling King Ahab there shall be no Rain God sends Elijah off to the brook of Cherith.

1 Kings 17:

2  And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,

3  Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

4  And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

5  So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

6  And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook.

7  And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

Following the time of God's provisions for Elijah by the ravens, God now sends Elijah to the widow at Zarephath.

1 Kings 17: 
8  And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying,

9  Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.

10  So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.
11  And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.

12  And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

13  And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.

14  For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.

15  And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.

16  And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.

It was a wondrous miracle that God provided for Elijah by the mouth of a raven, but now we see God multiplying food from such a small source.  

Elijah lived by the providence of God.

Do we trust God for our every need?

Do we get frantic when we can't see our providings in sight?  Or do we just put our trust in God.

What of Elijah?  One time after another he had to trust God to provide for his every need.

Lets look a the case of the widow.

Here she is, her husband has died sometime before Elijah's arrival at her home.

She and her son are left to starve in this great famine brought on by there being no rain for 3 years and 6 months.

Along comes a man who says to here take of the little bit you have to feed you and your son and make me something to eat.

I wonder if God sent someone to your house and this cause a burden that would take of you dwindling resources would you have fed the person?

Taking strangers may be angels

Hebrews 13: 

1 ¶ Let brotherly love continue.

2  Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

I remember when I was first saved God had to teach me to trust him.  I remembered this verse and how it was hard for me to give up time to help others.  I would find people in need of help along the road often.  Each seem to be a trial from God to test me if I was willing to be a helping servant to those in need.  I would stop to help because I realized that sometimes I may be helping angles or others that God in his providence was providing for them through using me.


Here this widow was, and the man of God a place of shelter and food for sometime to come.  But the woman was worried that her food would run out even sooner to feed an extra mouth.  She expected her and her son to starve soon, which is why she said:


"behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die."


She was going to light a fire with the sticks she fetched and make the last of their food and then she expected to them to die of starvation there after.

Fear Not

God is going to provide.  He will meet our every need.

13  And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.

14  For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth.

She had to Trust God

Matthew 6:

25 ¶ Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

28  And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

29  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

Hallelujah, She Went

15  And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.

16  And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.

She went and the meal in the barrel did not run out, the oil in did not fail.  There supply lasted.

Oh can we see how the everlasting God will provide when we abide.

God will provide when we abide.

He will meet our every need!

I see finally in the case of the widow, had she not taken Elijah in would her son even be alive today?

We often have read of Elijah and this famous story, but have we consider the case of the widow.

Was it just a coincident that Elijah was there to revive her son when He died?

Where would the widows son be if she never took Elijah in.

Where?

Dead.

God in his mercy provided one of His servants to be in the right place at the right time.

1 Kings 17:

17 ¶ And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.

18  And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?

Notice how when things seem stacked against us in life, we make a deep search of our heart.

Do we find hidden sins lurking about when we start digging?

What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?  What was her secret sin?

Did the child have a illegitimate father.  Was this child evidence of Adultery.  Was their some other sin she committed that cause her to think her punishment was her sons death.

We do not know what her sins were, but this in a way was a confession of her sins.

God put Elijah right where he needed to be and right where this widow needed him to be.  

God often works on form both ends of problems to meet somewhere in the middle and resolved more than one problem at a time.

Lets trust God.

So Elijah takes the situation straight to God

19  And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

20  And he cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?

21  And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him again.

22  And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived.

23  And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.

Her son was made whole again.  His life was restored.  He was raised from the Dead by God Almighty.

24  And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth.

Now by the hand of God, this widow acknowledged that God was with Elijah.

Read the beginning of William Bramble in "They Knew Their God."

Elijah lived by the Providence of the Lord.

The Woman who was going to stave to death and loose her son to sickness was taken care of by the Providence of the Lord.

Do we live by the Providence of the Lord?

If an Elijah of today came to your door, would you let him in?

If you wouldn't let him in, would there be some great hardship that this stranger would have been needed for?

May God give us wisdom to:


Walk faithfully


Hear His voice


Open our hearts and doors to others


Trust Him fully for our very lives


Finish with victory, not with Death because we obeyed.

God takes care of us when we continue to abide in Him.

Let us be mindful to obey the Lord in all things.

God knows what’s coming down the road that we can’t see.  So let us keep our eyes on Him.  Let us do what we can to be used of God.  And when God speaks to use about something, let’s simply listen and obey in faith nothing wavering….

May we get a fresh glimpse of His wondrous hands of provisions as we walk in the Light as He is in the Light.
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