PRIDE/ HUMILITY
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THAT'S WHAT JESUS SAID! Part 2

What Jesus said about PRIDE/ HUMILITY

         "That which comes out of a man, that defiles the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, PRIDE, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the man." Mark 7:20-23.

Introduction:

            1. Permit me to adapt the following from BAKER'S DICTIONARY OF 

                 THEOLOGY.

a.      PRIDE may be defined as "inordinate and unreasonable self-esteem, attended with insolence and rude treatment of others." 

It is n attempt to appear in a superior light to what we are, with "anxiety to gain applause, and distress and rage when slighted."

     b. The Bible teaches that pride:

1. Deceives the heart – Jeremiah 49:16.

2. Hardens the mind – 
Daniel 5:20 “But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him:”
3. Brings contention – 
Proverbs 13:10 “Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.”
4. Compasses about like a chain – 
Psalm 73:6 “Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment.”
5. Brings men to destruction –
Proverbs 16:18-19 

18 ¶  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.

19 ¶  Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.
6. Stirs up strife – 
Proverbs 28:25 

He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat.
7. Is an abomination unto the Lord – 
Proverbs 16:5 

Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.
8. Is hated by God – 
Proverbs 6:16-17.

16  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:

17  A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

9. Causes those who are engaged in it to stumble and fall - Jeremiah 50:32
32  And the most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise him up: and I will kindle a fire in his cities, and it shall devour all round about him.

     c. Pride is the parent of discontent, ingratitude, presumption, passion,

          extravagance, and bigotry. There is hardly an evil committed without pride being connected in some sense. 

     d. Since God resists the proud (James 4:6) 
Jame 4:6  “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”


the believer must learn to hate pride and to clothe himself with humility.

     e. Pride may well have been the first sin to enter God's universe. 

1. Satan –
Isaiah 14:12-15.

12  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

15  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.

2. Tyrus, that beautiful island city – 
Ezekiel 28:1-20
1 ¶  The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,

2  Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:

3  Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee:

4  With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures:

5  By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches:

6  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God;

7  Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness.

8  They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas.

9  Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee.

10  Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

11 ¶  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

12  Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

13  Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

14  Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.

15  Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.

16  By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

17  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.

18  Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.

19  All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

*** *** ***

2. Did you hear about the man who wrote the book: "Humility and How I Attained It?" Or the one who wrote the book:

            "The World's Ten Most Humble People – and How I Found the Other Nine?"

     Humility is a funny thing. The moment you think you have attained it – you lose it.

3. Interestingly, Jesus used the word "PRIDE" only once. In the text at the beginning of this lesson.


1John 2:16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

            a. Instead, He spoke about "HUMILITY." 

     1. Because He recognized the potential of PRIDE in all our hearts, He encouraged His followers to pursue HUMILITY.

a. "Humble" – Not proud
I. Jesus set the example of humility, and we are told to follow that example. 
Philippians 2:5-8 
5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

            A. Jesus started at the highest possible peak of exaltation – "Equal with God."

     1. Downward – past the angels – past nobility – past the common man – on a level with criminals.

a. He did not die in splendor – with attendants. Or at home. But on a cross – between two thieves.

            1. He humbled Himself to the lowest possible level.

            B. "The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many" Matthew 20:28
     1. Jesus was laid in a borrowed manger, ate at other people's tables, rode on

          someone else's donkey, died on another man's cross, was buried in a 

          borrowed tomb.

a. Jesus said "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have

       nests; but the Son of Man has no where to lay His head" Matthew 8:20.

            C. "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus . . ." 
Philippians 2:

5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

II. Jesus rebuked the pride (and hypocrisy) of the Scribes and Pharisees.

            A. Matthew 23:5-7

     1. In giving – Mathew 6:1-2.

1 ¶  Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.

2  Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.
     2. In praying – Matthew 6:

5 ¶  And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

7  But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

     3. In fasting – Matthew 6:16.

            B. Luke 18:9-14.

9 ¶  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

III. Jesus encourages humility in His disciples.

            A. Become like little children – Matthew 18:1-6
1 ¶  At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?

2  And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them,

3  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

4  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5  And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.

6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 

            B. Don't aspire to recognition and titles – Matthew 23:8-12.

8  But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

9  And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

10  Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.

11  But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.

12  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.

     1. One deacon told his pastor, "I don't serve you or anyone else. I just serve the Lord." 

a. What is wrong with that statement?

            C. Don't argue over who is greatest – Mark 9:33-37. See Verse 35.

            D. Don't aspire to greatness or position – aspire to servanthood – Mark 10:35-45.

35  And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.

36  And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you?

            E. Don't promote yourself – 
Luke 14:7-11.
7 ¶  And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when he marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying unto them,

8  When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him;

9  And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room.

10  But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee.

11  For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

12  Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee again, and a recompence be made thee.

13  But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:

14  And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.

Psalm 75:6-7.

6 ¶  For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.

7  But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.

F. Don't compare yourself to other people – Luke 18:9-14.

9 ¶  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

Conclusion:

            1. "The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honor is humility" -  Proverbs 15:33.

            2. "Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honor is humility" -  Proverbs 18:12.

            3. "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up. James 4:10.

            4. "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time" 1 Peter 5:6. It doesn't say to "pray for humility." Just DO it.

            5. Let us never forget: "Pride goes before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall" Proverbs 16:18.

            6. Finally, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus . . . He humbled Himself . . . " Philippians 2:5 and 8.

            7. This is pretty "heavy stuff." 

     a. No person grades us on our performance in this field of endeavor.      But GOD does.

1. So how are we doing . . . ?
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