Preparation to Hear

Read Matt 13:1-23

I.
All Heard, but not many truly listened


A.
Difference between 






1.
Hearing



2.
Listening

Illustration of not listing to someone, Mind preoccupied, 

II.
Preparation to Hear The Word


A.
Prayer before



1.
The Word




a.
Preached




b.
Reading



Read "Preparation to Hear" chapter from Powerful and Prayerful Pulpits


Quotes from PnPP


"If the preacher can be charged as guilty who neglects preparation to preach, the hearer is exposed to the same charge who fails to make prayerful preparation to hear"


"Closet prayer is one of the means of preparation. No Christian ought to think of going to the house of God who has not prepared his heart by a private approach to God."


"God's hand on the heart of the hearer in answer to prayer is the only true response to God's hand on the preacher."


B.
Heart ready



1.
Willing to receive new light



2.
willing to obey



3.
Wanting more of God.

III.
Results of not Listening


A.
Received by the wayside:



1.
Wicked one taketh it away  V. 19


B.
Received the seed into stony places v20



1.
not having taken full root




a.
dureth for a little while




b.
tribulation or persecution come





offended


C.
Received among the thorns



1.
Hears, but the cares of world 



2.
Deceitfulness of riches





Choke the Word, become unfruitful

IV.
Results of being prepared to hear the word


A.
He that received seed into the good ground 



1.
Heareth  (listened!)



2.
Understandeth it



3.
beareth fruit




a.
Brings forth 





some an hundredfold





some sixty





some thirty

When we have taken time to 


Prepare to Hear the Word of God



we absorb the thruth 



we prosper



we get strengthened



we are empowered to stand fast
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