Deception

True Story of the man in Bradford county who had investors visit him.  After signing the paper work he went on about his life.  One day very soon he found out that his whole life’s savings were gone from his bank.  His whole retirement savings. I believe if my memory serves me correctly it was over $170,000.  This was the money he expected to live on for the rest of his retired life.  Not being able to work any longer he was destroyed.  When he tried to resolve the problem with the bank, there was nothing that he could do, he agreed with the deception and signed the paper work.
Do we ever sign Satan’s paper work?

Do we ever agree with deception unknowingly?  Whether we realize it or not, if we are deceived we are undone and destroyed and there is nothing anyone can do for us in the end.

Galatians 3:

1 ¶  O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

2  This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

3  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?

4  Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.

5  He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
Gal. 3:1 “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth….”
Wikipedia® Free Encyclopedia says this:
“Deception (or mystification) is to intentionally distort the truth in order to mislead others.” 
1 John 2:
7 ¶  For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

8  Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

9  Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

10 ¶  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

Eph. 4:

14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

Romans 16: 
17 ¶  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

18  For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.
Eph. 5:

3 ¶  But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;

4  Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.

5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

6  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.

7  Be not ye therefore partakers with them.

8  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

10  Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

11  And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

1 John 3:

4 ¶  Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.

5  And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.

6  Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.

7  Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.
8  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.

9  Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

10  In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.

1 John 1:

8 ¶  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

“Jessica Hawn, former church secretary who committed immoral acts with Jim Bakker (former host of the PTL Club), and later brought down the PTL empire, said today (9-28-87) that God gave her "real peace" about granting an interview to Playboy magazine and posing for topless pictures. On 9-29-87 the news reports that she still considers herself a Christian, but goes to God "one-on-one," not through any church or organization. Also: she doesn't consider herself a "bimbo." But her mother does.”
Some early studies concerned with prejudice show that we're quite capable of reordering our perceptions of the world around us in order to maintain our conviction that we're right. A group of white, middle-class New York City residents were presented with a picture of people on a subway. Two men were in the foreground. One was white, one was black. One wore a business suit, one was clothed in workman's overalls. One was giving his money to the other who was threatening him with a knife. Now as a matter of fact it was the black man who wore the suit, and it was he who was being robbed by the white laborer. But such a picture didn't square with the prejudices of the viewers. To them, white men were executives, black men were blue collar workers. Blacks were the robbers, whites the victims. And so they reported what their mind told them they saw--that a black laborer was assaulting a white businessman. As human beings who desperately desire our lives to be consistent and untroubled, we'll go to great lengths to reject a message that implies we're wrong.  

Em Griffin, The Mindchangers, Tyndale House, 1976, pp. 48-9. 
A school teacher lost her life savings in a business scheme that had been elaborately explained by a swindler. When her investment disappeared and her dream was shattered, she went to the Better Business Bureau. "Why on earth didn't you come to us first?" the official asked. "Didn't you know about the Better Business Bureau?" "Oh, yes," said the lady sadly. "I've always known about you. But I didn't come because I was afraid you'd tell me not to do it." The folly of human nature is that even though we know where the answers lie--God's Word--we don't turn there for fear of what it will say.  

Jerry Lambert. 

Pr 16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
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Areas of Deception

Galatians 3:1

Paul suggested that the Galatians were “bewitched,” or easily attracted to false
teachings. Many people are also being so deceived today.

1. In the Area of Salvation.

A. What does Satan tell us about salvation?
1. There is more than one way to be saved.
2. All that is required is to do your best.
3. You will be saved if you are faithful to your religious practices.
4. If you believe in God, you will be saved.
5. If you come from a Christian family, you are in.

B. What does God say about salvation?
1. Everyone is a sinner and needs to be saved (John 3:3).
2. Jesus died on the cross to save us (1 Cor. 15:3).
3. We are saved by faith in Jesus alone (John 3:16).

II. In the Area of Service.
A. What does Satan tell us about service?
1. Someone else will do the job.
2. You don’t have the time to serve.
3. You don’t have the talents to serve.
B. What does God tell us about service?
1. Every Christian is expected to serve.
a. The branch that doesn’t bear fruit will be cut off (John
15:1-2).
b. We are ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20).
2. Every Christian is a part of a mission (Luke 24:45-48).

1. In the Area of Sin.
A. What does Satan tell us about sin?
1. There is no such thing as sin.
a. You are being deprived of pleasure if you don’t do as you
please.
b. Do whatever makes you happy.
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2. There is really nothing bad about sin.
a. Itis bad only to the “old fashioned.”
b. God is more concerned with social issues.
B. What does God tell us about sin?
1. Sinis a reality to be dealt with.
a. Model prayer: “forgive us our sins. ...’
b. “Goand sin no more” (John 8:11).
2. Sinis serious in God’s eyes.
3. There is forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
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