Praying in the Spirit

Text Ephesians 6:10-18

Prayer

I'm not preaching on the full armor of God Tonight, but rather want to look at the verse 18, praying in the Spirit.

Ephesians 6:18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

Quotes from the back of "Prevailing Prayer; or, the Secret of Soul Winning" book by Rev. E. Wigle


Read from back of Book
"The History of piety is the history of prayer.  All peity, and successful Christian work, begin, continue, and end with prayer.  To set Christians to praying prevailingly is to get at the root of all success in church work, and the secret of soul saving."

"There is no lack of machinery in the Church and Sunday school.  What is wanting, in so many instances, is the power of the Holy Ghost, to energize this machinery.  …We will se, more and more, that intercessory prayer is the most important, and the most real work the Christian has to do."

Introduction, Quote from Adam Clarke

The apostle does not put praying among the armour; had he done so he would have referred it, as he has done all the rest, to some of the Grecian armour; but as he does not do this, therefore we conclude that his account of the armour is ended, and that now, having equipped his spiritual soldier, he shows him the necessity of praying, that he may successfully resist those principalities, powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, and the spiritual wickednesses in heavenly places, with whom he has to contend.  The panoply, or whole armour of God, consists in, 1. the girdle; 2. the breast-plate; 3. the greaves; 4. the shield; 5. the helmet; and 6. the sword.  He who had these was completely armed.  And as it was the custom of the Grecian armies, before they engaged, to offer prayers to the gods for their success, the apostle shows that these spiritual warriors must depend on the Captain of their salvation, and pray with all prayer, i.e. incessantly, being always in the spirit of prayer, so that they should be ever ready for public, private, mental, or ejaculatory prayer, always depending on HIM who can alone save, and who alone can destroy. 

When the apostle exhorts Christians to pray with all prayer, we may at once see that he neither means spiritual nor formal prayer, in exclusion of the other.  Praying, proseucomenoi, refers to the state of the spirit as well as to the act.
I.
What does it mean to pray in the Spirit?

Albert Barnes' NT Commentary

In the Spirit. By the aid of the Holy Spirit; or perhaps it may mean that it is not to be prayer of form merely, but when the spirit and the heart accompany it. The former idea seems, however, to be the correct one.
Adam Clarke's Commentary

That it should be in or through the Spirit-that the heart should be engaged in it, and that its infirmities should be helped by the Holy Ghost, 

Jamison-Fausset-Brown Commentary

    in the Spirit--to be joined with "praying." It is he in us, as the Spirit of adoption, who prays, and enables us to pray (Ro 8:15,26; Ga 4:6; Jude 1:25).

Romans 8:

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

We know not how to pray, unless God Leads us.

We must call out to God, and ask that he help us to pray for we know not what to pray for

Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Praying in the Spirit is those times when God comes in a manifold witness to our hearts and leads us in a reverent powerful way to intercede for souls or whatever the Holy Spirit leads us to pray for.

We can prevail in prayer, we must prevail in prayer

There is a lost and dying world that awaits our prayers to 

Psalms 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.

We must pray and let God build the House!

But are we seeming week at times in this praying in the Spirit.

II.
What can we do when we become weak in the spirit?

Paul told Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:6  Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

Stir up the gift that is with in you. 


Look around you there are souls dying everywhere, the hour is at hand, Christ is coming and we need to pray and do all that we can for Christ, 

Stir up the Gift that is within you and pray and prevail for souls.

Christ wants to do mighty things, we must be faithful to pray.

Psalms 126:6  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
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