Power of the Believer

“Christians do not realize who they are in Christ, therefore we remain powerless!” 

Dean Hochstetler

Eph 1:17-2:7

15 ¶  Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,

16  Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;

17  That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19  And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us–ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

20  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

21  Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

22  And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

23  Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

1 ¶  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

4 ¶  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

7  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.
I.
Why or How do we have Power as a believer?

1.
For we are the Sons of God

John 1:12  

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:


We are Sons of God

2.
For we are Children of Light

Ephesians 5:8  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:


Light expels darkness

How is it that we have Power as a believer?

3.
Because Jesus Christ is 
declared to be the Son of God with power
Romans 1:

1 ¶ Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

2  (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)

3  Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;

4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:

5  By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:

6  Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:

4.
Jesus Christ is All powerful!

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

He is the Son of God

He is our Lord

He is in us!

II.
Why is Jesus Christ so powerful?

1.
Because He is in the Father and the Father is in Him.

John 14

6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

7  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

8  Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.

9  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?

10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.

11  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works’ sake.
Why is Jesus Christ so powerful?

2.
Because Christ triumphed over the works of Darkness

Colossians 2:

15  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.
III.
How is it then that we have power?

1.
Because we are in Christ and Christ is in us.
We abide in each other!
John 14 

15 ¶ If ye love me, keep my commandments.

16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.  (and shall bin in you, “Sanctification”!)
18 ¶ I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

19  Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.

20  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.  (the Father is in Christ, we are in Christ, and Christ is in us, so the Father is in us)
We must abide in Christ to bare this fruit as a believer

John 15:4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

Christ is the vine we are the branches, we are the fruit bearers.  We product the fruit as a branch on the vine!
John 17:23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

2.
To abide in Christ we must be sanctified!

Romans 8:10 ¶ And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.


If we are going to be in Christ and Christ in us, we must be dead indeed unto sin, we must be sanctified through and through.
3.
Obedience is required to maintain Christ abiding presence.

1 John 3:24  And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

Stop?
Christ left us instruction and statements of our power!

Mark 16: 
15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 


(speak with a tongue that is anointed. May even be a different language we don’t naturally speak.)
18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
19 ¶ So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.

20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

John 14:
12 ¶ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

14  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

Signs will follow true believers
Mark 16:

17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

19 ¶ So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.

20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

All things are possible to him that believes.

Mk 9:23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth

As true believers we can pray, and God will answer.

Answers to prayer:

Mark 11:24  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

Removal of Obstacles

Luke 17:6  And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.

Power to rebuke Sin!

Micah 3:8 ¶ But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin.

Power to resist the Devil

James 4:

7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

8  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.

9  Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.

10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

Our need of Clean hands

Submit yourselves to God,


Then resist the Devil!
The power is not of us, but of God!

Zechariah

6  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

7  Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.
Power of the Believer, GGC 5-2-04 AM-PM, NGMC 6-4-06 S.S., NGMC 4-27-08 PM-.doc






Last printed 4/27/2008 4:09 PM


Page 4 (A)

Page 4 (B)

