Text Matthew 

My name is Pastor Rodney Keister; I pastor Ghent Gospel Chapel outside of Ulster, PA on Ghent Hill.

I was habitual sinner for over 28 years of my life, an alcoholic and drug addict for 12+ years from the ages of 15-28.  Praise the Lord that through God have been clean for 4 years with no relapses ever by the grace and mercies of God.  I have NO desire to do drugs or Alcohol any longer and am rarely even tempted to even think about doing them again.  God has taken all desire for sin out of my heart.  And God can do it for you too!

Today I would like to give my personal Testimony of how God freed me from my sins through Jesus Christ.

TESTIMONY:

Alcoholic father


Spent most of his time at the bar


No time for his children


Abusive at times to mother and children


I was slid up a wall by my neck, 

the tradigy is not remembered

Basically a good kid until alcohol problem began.

Always said I would never drink or do drugs.

By time I was 15

I had tried strong drinks


Drinking slow gin in back of brother's car.


Brothers having parties while mom was at 



work,  


Alcohol led to sexual sins


Notice how Alcohol leads us into other sins!


Still did not really like the alcohol too much, 

but was beginning to like the feeling of being drunk.


Started getting my oldest brother to get us 


alcohol even when they were not partying.

Brother Dies


That fall of my 15th year my oldest brother dies 



in a truck accident.  



God keeps us from the seen.



Unresolved evil I did to him 




haunted me day and night




could never make up with him.

Unresolved hurts can be a cause to plunge into alcohol or drugs.

That winter I turned 16


Got license, was able to travel for booze now.

Gram Dies


The following summer my great grandmother 



who I was close to dies.  



This hit me hard.


Started to burry my problems in alcohol.

Drinking regularly anytime I had money to get it. Started drinking beer because it was easier to get.

First run in with the Law over alcohol

By end of that summer I had my first Underage drinking citation.  

(no lesson learned, kept on boozing) 

New Friends lead to more boozing and Drugs


Began new job washing dishes.

Where I found new friends to get me beer 



and they introduced me to Pot.

Notice how it seems to always be someone else who leads us into something new.

Nobody wakes up one day and says:  "I think I'll be an alcoholic or I think I want to be a drug addict." 

Alcohol leads to more crime

Arrested for assisting in doing $4000 + damages to previous employers greenhouses while drunk and smoked up.

Purchasing underage


Late in my 16th year I discovered I look old enough to purchase beer.  I was getting served at distributors and bars.


Now that I fell in love with Pot I was quickly became a cross addict.  Had to be high or drunk all the time.  

Drugs became my waking desires


Would get high on the way to high school.  

Habits getting worse and worse.

Mother finds me passed out pulled off to side of road.  Pot bowl sitting in open on console of car.


It takes her over an hour to choux me out of car.


Takes me home, attempts to ground me.  I threaten to run away.  Left mostly unpunished.

Discovered that when I drink strong drinks vs. beer, I am very violent.  Almost kill someone after drink 3/4 of a double 5th bottle of Vodka who was try to make it with my younger sister.  Slid him up the wall by neck (wondered where I learned that one from, DAD)


 Then tried to run him down with truck.

Began selling drugs to support habit.


At 17 my drug habit, lead me to sell drugs.


I started selling at school and at work.

First time in Jail

By age 17 arrested for DUI.  Spent first time in prison holding cell until my mother was notified and came to pick me up. 


DUI was on multiple accounts.  


Alcohol level was .024% at this time in PA 



I was 2.4 x over the leagel limit.  


Blood test was positive for drugs.


Treated as juvenile.


No lesson learned yet, soon as I got my license back I bought a car and left for FL to get large quantity of Pot.

College brings new drugs in life

Started College in the fall of my 18th year, once again met new contacts and started doing cocaine and crank.  Then was selling, pot, cocaine and crank.

Notice again how it was somebody who lead me into the cocaine and crank.

Police are after me

During this time the police finally caught up with me after surveillance. 

 I sold to an undercover cop that winter of my freshman year in college.  The did not arrest me until the New Year as they wanted to get me on more charges before reeling me in.

Spent 16 hours in prison until mother and a 


lady I worked with bailed me out.


It took over a year from arrest to final 



sentencing.

Relation then with older lady who bailed me out, supported my alcohol and drug habit

Never stopped doing drugs and alcohol while awaiting the hearings.

Spent time in the Snyder county prison 


After serving my time, I said I was never going back to drugs and alcohol again.  I lasted 20 days until invited to a friends 21st birthday party.


There I indulged in Alcohol and smoke pot again.  This began my habits all over again.  I did manage to stay out of dealing for the most part, but my drug and alcohol abuse was deep.

I got married in 1995, lead her into habits of drugs and alcohol.

I reached the place in my life where I realized that I hated this life of being high and drunk but could not get free from it.


This is where God spoke to my heart.

I pulling out of my driveway to go partying with a friend when God spoke to me:


"Rodney the life you are living is not for you, come to me." repeat
I weighed the options and choose the partying.  An utter coldness flooded my soul and a darkness seemed to fall over my heart.  I felt like something died inside.


I had told the eternal God NO.  God closed the door on my life at this time.

If found my self sinking deeper into Hell.  

The thoughts of going to Hell were becoming so real.

I tried praying, but God would not hear me.  For I regarded sin in my heart.

I started seeking God frequently, praying for deliverance.

I would go to bed at night crying that I did not want to live like this any longer.  I would confess my sins including the drugs and alcohol yet I was still in bondage.  I felt that God did forgive me, but yet I would wake up and do drugs before breakfast.

It seemed impossible to get free.  But I kept on praying for deliverance and God started leading me out of the bondage.

The light of what the booze was doing.

I remember one of the last times I had a drink.  God showed me how it effects us.


At my brother in-law's bachelor party, God told me to watch how each drink would change each person just a little more.  How it was like liquid Satan entering their bodies.

Through this experience of seeing just how it really effects the body and soul, God continued to lead me out of the Alcohol habit.  The next month he cleaned up the drug problems in my life.  The next month it was the sin of smoking and then I truly God saved and was delivered from all my known sins.

I want to encourage you all that there is real victory over the drugs and alcohol through Jesus Christ who will save you form you sins if you will confess your sins and turn from you ways of unrighteousness.  If I only had known that I could have been free form the sins of Alcohol and drugs long before I was freed.

Here are some ways we will be approaching freedom form sinful addictions

1.

The real reason why humans like to drink, 



get drunk or get High

2.

Type and Source of habit

3.

How the problem started.

4.

Getting Victory over your sinful addictions

5.

Refocus on life after victory

6.

Filing the void

7.

Staying away from affiliate individuals

8.

Recovery form the damaged life

9.

Restoration, with God, Self, family

10.

Maintaining Victory
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