Persistence in Prayer

Luke 11:

5  And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;

6  For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?

7  And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.

8  I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

9  And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

10  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

11  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?

12  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

13  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

5  And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves;

6  For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?

Adam Clarke said it like this:

"A friend of mine is come to me out of his way, or who has lost his way"
This is why it was so urgent, the man was in need and it was urgent.

7  And he from within shall answer and say,

Not now 
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, 

I'm tired, we are sleeping

and my children are with me in bed; 

I cannot rise and give thee.

Or I Will NOT

8  I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.

Importunity = to urge or be with troublesome persistence, constant knocking, not giving up, Help, I must have bread!

Do we approach the through of Grace with importunity? 

Or do we knock once timidly and then leave?

Do we keep on knocking, keep on knocking, keep on asking, keep on asking, until we get the answer we so critically need?

9  And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

This verse apply supremely to that of the seeker of salvation.

But can it apply to other reasons of prayer?  Yes

Matthew 11:

12  And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.

Lets seek God for revival like these verses say:  with persistence, with violence of fervent prayer.

Keep seeking, and keep on asking, and keep on knocking…

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

Is God ever too busy for us?

Aren't you glad God makes time for us?  God hears our prayers even when He is surrounded by much other things going on?

Let approach the thrown boldly with our petitions

Let approach the thrown boldly with our petitions

Hebrews 4:

14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Persistence in prayer, 2-23-02 PM.doc






Last printed 2/23/03 5:22 PM


Page 1 (A)

Page 1 (B)

