Paul Ready and Willing
As Christians are faced with a great challenge.

Paul said he was ready to meet the challenge.

Outline adapted from “Outlines on the New Testament,” by C.W. Keiningham

Romans 1:14  I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.

15  So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.

16 ¶  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

I. Some Things about paul’s Readiness


A.
He was ready from the day of conversion 
Acts 9: 1   And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest,

2  And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

3  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:

4  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

6  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

I.
(Con’t) Some Things about paul’s Readiness


B.
He was ready with everything he had 
15  So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.



C.
He was ready to preach, any place



Paul preached all over the country side.




He was always looking for a place to lift up his voice.




O’that God would raise up some willing to preach anywhere, any place, any time. 





Lord send forth laborers!



pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.
D.
He was ready to the end of his life 


2 Tim. 4:

6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

II.
Why Paul Was So Ready and Willing.

A.
Not because he was ignorant of the cost



2 Tim. 4:6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.


B.
Not because he was better trained / more gifted.

C.
He was a genuinely converted man.

2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

D.
He was a sanctified man



2 Tim. 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.


E.
He was a man of strong convictions


1.
He blieved all are sinners and lost



Romans 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God:



Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.


2.
He believed the gospel was the remedy

Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.


3.
He believed he was a steward of that gospel




1 Corinthians 4:1-2



1. Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 



2  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

F.
He was a man of compassion
III.
The Result of Paul’s Readiness

A.
He was a very busy man.


B. 
He was an effective, successful servant.



1.
He knew his work was ordained of God.



2.
He knew heaven’s resources were behind him.



3.
A salesman must be sold on his product

2  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

IV.
God needs People Now, and Who will Accept the challenge

A.
The challenge of Christian Leadership.

B.
The Challenge of faithful stewardship.

C.
The challenge to honor the great commission of reaching the Lost.
Paul, Ready and Willing, 2-4-07 AM NGMC






Last printed 2/4/2007 1:13 AM


Page 1 (A)

Page 1 (B)

