The Parable of the Talents

As we read this scripture let’s keep in mind that this is an example of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
What are we living for?  This earthly life or the Kingdom of God?  

Matthew 25:

14 ¶  For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

15  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.

16  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.

17  And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.

18  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.

19  After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.

20  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.

21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

24  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:

25  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

26  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:

27  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.

28  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.

29  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
1599 Geneva Bible Notes:

25:14  (2) For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 

(2) Christ witnesses that there will be a long time between his departure to his Father and his coming again to us, but yet notwithstanding that, he will at that day take an account not only of the rebellious and obstinate, how they have made use of that which they received from him, but also of his household servants, who have because of slothfulness not employed those gifts which he bestowed upon them.
Friends, what type of servant are we?

Do we horde, hide, and just maintain our resouces and talents or do we with all our being put forth an effort to see the Kingdom grow.

Mt. 7:21   Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
I feel that I must warn us tonight that we are not doing the full will of God by just maintaining our own salvation and just maintaining the keeping of the church doors open.  

We must be all out for the Kingdom.

What are we living for?  


Are we living for the Kingdom of God or our Kingdom we have created on earth.

There are churches across this land that are idol in our effort to grow the Kingdom.

May God help us live for the Kingdom.

Do we say that we are living for the Kingdom:

Acts 4 and 5

$:32 ¶  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

33  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

34  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

35  And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

36  And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,

37  Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

5:1 ¶  But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

2  And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

3  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?

4  Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

5  And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

6  And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

7  And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.

8  And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much.

9  Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.

10  Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

11  And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

Let’s look at the three servants in the parable:
I. Last servant
Mt. 25:18  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.

a. What did he do?
i. He dug in the ground
ii. He hid his Lord’s Money
1. his LORD money, not his money



b.
What do we do?

i.
Are we storing up the Lord’s Money?

ii.
Do we say, I don’t have any money to store up.  I know all about that,


But do we waste our time, do we spend our time for the things of the Kingdom of God?


I’m not talking about spending our time doing things of the Lord for our own souls like bible reading, prayer, and such, but I’m talking about what do we do outside of our own salvation necessarities to help other, to help them physically and most of all spiritually.

iii. Or do we give our all to the building of the Kingdom?
b. What did God do?

24  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:

25  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

26  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:

27  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.

28  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.

29  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Need I expand on God’s work HERE?

II. First Two Servants


15  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.


16  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.


17  And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.

a.
What did they do?

1.
They multiplied there talents by putting them to work for the Kingdom.



Remember all this is for what?




The Kingdom of God.

2. Let’s put our whole lives into work of the Kingdom.

a. Our churches across the land are not failing and falling because of some time period we live in, but rather if they are failing and falling it is because the believers are not putting there backs into the reaching of the lost.

b. Its not about the building.

c. Its not about our standards

d. But life is about the Kingdom of God.

i. Today perhaps we are in the kingdom because someone else put their back in the work of the Kingdom of God.

b. What did God do for them?


20  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.

21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.



The used and multiplied their talents for Jesus, and they were rewarded for there efforts!
What kind of servant have you been?

What kind of servant do you want to be?

What kind of servant WILL you be?


Remember we talked of  Mt 13:58  
And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
Are you a real believer working for the Kingdom?

What are we living for?  

Are we living for the Kingdom of God or our Kingdom we have created on earth. 
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