Over and Over Again

Prayer

Introduction

Ever keep doing the same thing over and over again/

Ever want to know why some things just never seem to work out?
John 21:

1 ¶ After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself.

2  There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.

3  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

4  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

5  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.

6  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

7  Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.

8  And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes.

9  As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.

10  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.

11  Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.

12  Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

13  Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

14  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

Verse 3:

"Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing."

Notice that some of the deciples desided to go right back to what they used to do.  They went fishing on the sea.

Who often do we return to our folly?

I see here that it only took one of them to lead the group back to there past.  We could look at it like this:

Peter said I don't know what you guys are going to do, but I'm going fishing.  They respond by saying me too.  And soon they were all fishing.

Ezekiel 16:55  When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your former estate.

Notice at the end of verse three:

"and that night they caught nothing."

Verse 4:

"But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus."

When morning was now come, when their horizon was come to the end of there return to their old life on the sea.  Jesus stood on the shore.

How long does Christ stand on the shore for us.  

But the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

How long does he watch and wonder when will they see me, when will they realize its me.

Perhaps their eyes were closed to Christ because they returned to their past.  Where they blind sighted again?  They knew not that it was Jesus.

Jesus then stirred their hearts.

Verse 5  

"Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No."

They acknowledged their current status of having a bad night of fishing.   "and that night they caught nothing."

I wonder if Christ thought if they only had ask me for direction.  If they only had tune their ears to me, but instead they did it their way and look what they got now.  NOTHING!

Are you trying something a different way than what Christ would say.  Have we truly sought the Lord for the answer or direction in the matter?

The disciples had fished all night, doing the same thing over and over again without a single fish to show for their time.

A doctor from Northern California once said, “the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over again, expecting different results.”  How many people do you think hate what they do, but continue to do the same thing over and over again, or hope and pray for something to change but keep doing the same thing.

Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again expecting different results.

The disciples needed to do something different.  

Verse 6

"And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes."

Jesus told them right where to fish and they they caught more than they ever expected to catch.

Do we keep our ear tuned to the Holy Spirit?  Are we listening for His voice?  Are we doing the samethings over and over again wondering why we can't get ahead.

Lets listen to the voice of God and not only hear it but do what he saith.

Luke 11:28  But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.

Blessed are they who will hear the voice of God and do what he says.

You know if some thing doesn't work the way you are doing, don't you think it is time for a change.  

Are you tired of spinning your wheels and not getting any where?  

Do you rev you engine but stay in neutral?

Verse 7  

"Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.":

Now when Peter knew it was the Lord he lunjuged forward and jumped straight into the water, swam to shore to meet the Lord.

You know if we will acknologe who Christ is and go right towards him He will make us might men for God.

Are you in a rut this morning?

Are you doing the same thing over and over again, expecting different results?  Remember that is insanity.
Listen for the voice of God and then obey.

Always remember the voice of God will match what the Bible says.  God's voice never goes against His Word.

Repeat

Listen for the voice of God and then obey.

-Always remember the voice of God will match what the Bible says.  God's voice never goes against His Word.

Let's not keep returning to our folly or our past, let's get established with God and keep on the right path.

There are people everywhere who walk this earth, lifeless, alone, and unfulfilled (not because they like it there, but because they have yet to see others get off that couch, and do something…anything…to change things). How many people do you think do the same exact thing everyday, whine and whine about why things are the way they are, but don’t do anything about it? Obviously, whatever they’ve been doing over and over again, day after day, hasn’t changed a thing. Try changing how you do things. Seek Christ, Listen for his voice, Re-learn. Re-think, Re-try.  Start over again.  Seek Christ, Listen for his voice, Re-learn. Re-think, Re-try. Start over again.  Get the picture.  If that doesn’t work, try something else, and if that doesn’t work, try something else. The whole time seeking God for direction.
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