The Reward of Obedience or Disobedience

2 Samuel 11: 

1 And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem.

2  And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon.

3  And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?

4  And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.

5  And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am with child. 

6 And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David.

David try to get Uriah to go in unto his wife Bathsheba, but Uriah the Hittite would not, he was a man of battle and would not enjoy the luxuries of home while his fellow solders were fighting without him

So now that David could not trick Uriah, he conspires against Uriah to take his life:

2 Samuel 11: 

14 And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah.

15  And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die.

16  And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant men were.

17  And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell some of the people of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite died also.

Prayer

2 Samuel 12:

1 And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor.

2  The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds:

3  But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter.

4  And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him.

5  And David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die:

6  And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.

7  And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;

8  And I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things.
9  Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.

10  Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.

11  Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun.

12  For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.

13  And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.

14  Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.

David sinned against the Lord he committed:

Adultery

Deception

Murder

Then takes Bathsheba the murdered man's wife to be his wife

Punishment from God was swift and strong.

David sacrificed his remaining days of joy on earth for this one pleasure he desired.

Seeking ones own pleasure can often be the beginning of folly and destruction to our lives.

Do we seek forbidden fruit?  

Do we desire what we cannot have?

I want to be optimistic today.

But what I see here today is not a message about the wrath of God but rather the reward should David had been obedient.  

I.
There is a reward for Obedience

Lets look at 

2 Samuel 12:8  

And I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things.

God had give so much to David and would have given him even more should he have ask.

"And I gave thee thy master’s house,"

God gave him the Saul's Kingdom

"and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah;"

The land and people of it to rule and honor David

"and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things."

God would have give David more if this was his desire.

But instead David wanted what wrong for him to have, Uriah's wife.  He wanted unlawful sex.  Lust destroyed David.

"O'David why did you sin against me, I gave you everything and would have given you more.  Why, Why David."  Now David who was a man after God's own heart would not get the things he desired got what he wanted Bathsheba, but this was a forbidden fruit, it was sin which destroyed the blessings God had in store for him.

Do we sin against God and destroy the blessings God has in store for us?

Dave could have had even more, even more that the Kingdom of Israel!

Perhaps if we can see the message today that if we will obey God does reward us.

Psalm 37: 

3  Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.

4  Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

5  Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.

6  And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.

Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart

If we will obey God, follow His ways he will give thee the desires of our heart.

There is a reward for following God, if we sin not

So many times we seek our own ungodly pleasures rather that that of godliness.  

Look here in Isaiah 58: 

13 ¶ If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:

14  Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

If we will not sin against God by doing thy pleasures on His Holy Day, 

14  Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

Friends we are living too low today, we have great and mighty promises of God that if we obey there is a reward.

I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

God will life us up in our hearts if we obey and follow Him.

II. There is also a reward for disobedience

2 Samuel 12:11  Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun.

"Thus saith the LORD,"

"Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house,"

Absalom turn against David, his own son stole the Kingdom from his hands.  David was on the run again, this time from his own son.

"and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun."

2 Samuel 16:22  So they spread Absalom a tent upon the top of the house; and Absalom went in unto his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel.

There is a reward for disobedience, the reward of punishment.  Now which do you want the reward of obedience or the reward of punishment?

There is a great reward for obedience.

Lets have the desires of our hearts by following in the straight and narrow.

God wants to give us far more that we have, but are we well willing to except it?

You say sure I want to accept it.  But you must be obedient to be the receiver of the reward. God has a blessing in store for us if we will follow his ways. 
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