Persecution & Opposition
Matthew 10:16-42e

16 ¶  Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

17  But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues;

18  And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles.

19  But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.

20  For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.

21  And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death.

22  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.

23  But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.

24  The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.

25  It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household?

26  Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known.

27  What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.

28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

29  Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.

30  But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

31  Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.

32  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.

33  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

34  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.

35  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

36  And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.
37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

40  He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.

41  He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.

42  And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.
I.
All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
2 Timothy 3

10 ¶ But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,

11  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.

12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
Philippians 3:10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;

That I may know the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his death;
And the fellowship of his sufferings]  Christ died, not only as a victim for sin, but as a martyr to the truth.  No creature can have fellowship with him in his vicarious sufferings; as a martyr to the truth, St. Paul wished to imitate him.  Not only in the apostle, but in the primitive Christians generally,
Look what Paul went through:

2 Corin. 11: 

22 ¶ Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.

23  Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.

24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.

25  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;

26  In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

27  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

28  Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.

29  Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?

30  If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.

31  The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.

32  In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me:

33  And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands.

12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
Living a Godly life will bring persecution

II.
My life experiences of Persecution

A.
My wife:
Some Excerpts from my written testimony

Attacks through my wife 

Satan again went to one of his old surefire ways of hindering me.  He started using my wife again.  The very same hour I claimed sanctification Satan began his on going war on my life.  (I thank God for his constant help through my every trail)  My wife came up stairs and within minutes after explaining to her my new state of Sanctification an argument broke out.  Within the next several days my wife was determined to leave me.  She had by this time in my walking with the Lord told me at least 5-8 times to “get out”, but as usual I would not leave.  My wife is unsaved and Satan uses her like a shotgun against my spiritual life.  Whenever some thing glorious comes about with God or I am about to testify or do good works for the Lord, or stand firm on issues of sin, Satan attacks me through my wife.

The Lords Wondrous healing love

My spirit was constantly getting severely wounded in battle through each progressing day since my clam of sanctification.  I can always depend on the Lord for strength.  Recite the 28 Psalm Verse 7. Psalms 28:7  The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.   Whenever I reach a point where I am being smashed down against the ground with Satan’s foot at my throat, I simply humble my self to the Lord and Satan is removed and I am lifted back up and spiritually healed by Gods awesome loving power.  Recite James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
The Crushing battle blow from Satan

One of the hardest battles I had was when my wife actually left me on February 13, 2000.  She packed enough stuff for her and my daughter and left for the night.  I did a lot of crying and praying that night.  What had happen earlier that day was my wife had told me again that she wanted me to leave.  This of course broke my heart again. And that night we got in a big argument.  This argument was very brutal.  What I did not realize was that again Satan had tempted me with anger, and I was sinning because all of the emotions that came out of me in negative ways towards my wife which put me into a state of sin.  Hence, my backsliding fall from grace began.  


Its now March 4, 2000 and I am trying to recover from one of the hardest spiritual falls yet.  When my wife came back to me on February 14, 2000, there were many stipulations to our remaining together, many of which created conditions for me to start falling from grace and my human claim of sanctification.  At this current time I had fallen from God’s saving grace by returning to some minor sins and was no longer right with the Lord.  I started catering to my wife and not spending time with the Lord.  I started doing those little sin in life again, not being entirely honest, stopped worrying about the little things; the Love of my wife was once again greater than it was for God.


I confessed my sins to God and ask him for more chances.  I told God that this was going to be a change in my life.  I ask the Lord to show me what I was doing wrong.  In other words I was looking to the savior instead of trying to do this on my own.  You see if you don’t get it from God, you just done get it at all.  The Lord forgave me this day and showed me a little secret about my wife.
The proof of the spiritual battle

That evening and the next day March 18, 2000, I was tempted to tell my wife about my new sanctification.  But the struggle to overcome this urge was defeated.  You see every time that I have taken a step closer to the Lord; the Devil has always used my wife to defeat the accomplishments of the Lord.  My wife would typically argue with me over spiritual gains, thus I would start to doubt their reality. 

The Lord had impress to my heart not to tell my wife of my new state of sanctification,  so I could see that my wife’s problems are primarily spiritual.  What I needed to do was live the spirit filled sanctified life as a time telling statement of proof.  Then, I can tell her so she will have no argument against it. 

It is God vs. Satan in our lives, and my wife and I are just one of the many battle sites.  The day after my sanctification the proof was revealed.  My wife again told me she wanted me out and this time there was no arguments the night before or right before this moment, I had done absolutely nothing wrong.  It was the devil attacking again.  The difference was this time I just turned around and a smile actually came over my face, because the temptation to fight back after being hurt was not yielded to.  Thank GOD for his infinite wisdom.  To this day, the devil still tries to get to me through my wife.  I praise God for his continually renewing sanctifying power on me. 

II.
My life experiences of Persecution (Continued)


B.
Other In-Laws


1.
Paper arriving in the mail to Father-in-law




About so called since “I found this magic book of prayer” that was anonymously sent to my father-in-law



2.
Attached in my home because of my wife, took 



hold of me



(don’t mention names)



3.
On porch, confrontation with an in-law, turned words around that I claimed all in the house are alcoholics and drug attics, but this was not true, what I said was that the reason you don’t love me and want to be around me is that I don’t drink and do drugs anymore.

C.
Co Workers



1.
Co worker at the University where I was the manager over all the classroom and presentation computers. (Chris W. at BU don’t mention name)




a.
After saved, turned on me



b.
Opposites, tell about our office doors signs


2.
Pegan Co worker (Jeff C. don’t mention name)




a.
Spiritual battle in my office




b.
Attack in tech room, turned around into 





productive witness.



3.
Whole department rose up against me to stop witnessing and talking about Christ and salvation, and condemning sin.


4.
Man from Provost office came to tell me to take God out of my email, 




Told him I would be right back as I wanted to go photo copy a dollar bill and tell him to take it to the person who complained and tell them if they don’t like things with God on it to stop spending our money.


5.
Other faculty who rose up against me.



6. 
Published in Bloomsburg University Newspaper for stand on “Crosses” used in student demonstration when a Jewish teacher condemned their actions because the crosses represented Christianity.



7.
By Christians (yes that’s right Christians)



A
Senior preacher telling me I can’t pastor without a wife, its too hard and not possible





Few years later after the Lord resurectd a struggling work in our conference he came to me and said how good a job I was doing and how all the home missions pastors should be doing like I am and I could teach them some things.




B.
Resistance by some to starting the mission.



C.
How will you live, don’t shut down your business



Why should some struggling family give you $20 misison offering a month when you can just go get a job. Treat me like I’m doing something wrong to mind God in my calling.



D.
teach evangelism over outreach and winning souls with out church leaders leading the way is wrong.



E.
Just go out on you own, not sure where you belong.



F. 
Or how about this one from a fellow preacher:

Matthew 13:57  And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.
III.
Are you like the Stony ground?
Mark 4:
5  And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:

6  But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.

7  And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

8  And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.

9  And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

10  And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable.

11  And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:

12  That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.

13  And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?

14  The sower soweth the word.

15  And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.

16  And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;

17  And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended.

18  And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,

19  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.
How Firm a Foundation




Over….
How Firm a Foundation
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said—
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with thee thy trouble to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not harm thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.

“The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose,
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”
IV.
Dangers of not forgiving

2 Corinthians 2:

5 ¶  But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all.

6  Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many.

7  So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.

8  Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him.

9  For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things.

10  To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ;

11  Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.
A.
Dangers of not forgiving


don't forgive=no forgiveness for you
Mr 11:26  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.
B.
Satan reminds us of evil to us so we find it hard to forgive.

C.
Remember that the Persecutors are sick, think of the sick who need help, thing of dying cancer.

2 Timothy 3:12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
Mt 5:44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
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