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Bridegroom is waited for, but is absent.

Their very waiting attested to the fact of their belief in His return.


	Do we get side tracked?

The Virgins
2.	Personal responsibility
a.	Responsibility of their individual soul to their Lord.
b.	The wise and the foolish virgins.
c.	Their true attitude of the individual souls to Him in the days of His absence.

Parable of the Ten Virgins
Matthew 25:
1 ¶  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.
2  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.
3  They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:
4  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
5  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.
6  And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
7  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.
8  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.
9  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.
10  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.
11  Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
12  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

Let’s look at the breakdown of definitions of the parts of this parable

The Virgins, Denoting the purity of the Christian doctrine and character.  

The Bridegroom is understood to mean Jesus Christ.  

The wise, or prudent, those who truly are Christians

The foolish virgins, and those who only profess the purity and holiness of his religion.  

The oil, the grace and salvation of God, or that faith which works by love.  

The vessel, the heart in which this oil is contained.  

The lamp, the profession of enjoying the burning and shining light of the Gospel of Christ.  

Going forth; the whole of their sojourning upon earth.


Let us look at the 5 foolish virgins:

Went forth to meeting the bridegroom; but of carelessness took no oil with them.

The were not prepared.  They did not keep their lamp lit.   

Adam Clarke:
Our lamps are gone out.]  
So then it is evident that they were once lighted.  They had once hearts illuminated and warmed by faith and love; but they had backslidden from the salvation of God, and now they are excluded from heaven, because, through their carelessness, they have let the light that was in them become darkness, and have not applied in time for a fresh supply of the salvation of God.
Now they just have a profession.  They are deceived in thinking they can make it in.

6  And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

It’s a little too late now.

7  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.

8  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.
9  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

You cannot share you grace with another.  You must get it on your own.  We can’t ride on someone else’s religion to get to heaven.  O’my daddy was a preacher.  O’my grandpa was upright Christian.

No we must be ready ourselves.

The may not be enough time to get right later.

10  And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.
11  Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
12  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
13  Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

O’that we would be ready at all times.  Not just have an experience but be ready at all times.

What if the Lord returns when we have to go get something right.
	We’ll miss the boat.
	We’ll be in the dark….

The 5 Wise virgins:

Had enough oil to in their vessels!

They were prepared to meet the Bridegroom.
They were prepared to meet Christ!

They not only had their lamps with, but they had enough fuel to keep it burning bright.

This all has to do with our attitude toward Christs.  Will we keep the fire burning in our hearts that we are ready at all times?


G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. wrote:
“The wise virgins are such as have no eyes, no thought, no care for anything except the Bridegroom and the hour of His approach.”

We must not only get right with God, but we must keep our relationship alive and well with the Saviour.

In conclusion 
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