Distractions from God
Read: Matthew13:1-9, 18-23


7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:

22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
Are there Distractions in your life that keep you from serving God to the fullest? 

dictionary.com, “to distract” can mean:

Draw away or divert, as the mind or attention

Disturb or trouble greatly in mind; beset

Provide a pleasant diversion for; amuse; entertain

Separate or divide by dissension or strife.
John 10 

 1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

 2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.

 3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

 4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

 5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

 6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them.

 7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

 30 I and my Father are one.
Do you hear God’s Voice?

Are you distracted from hearing from God.

Do distractions keep you from spending time with God?
You know there are many distractions in this world. There are many voices crying out to get our attention.

What Things distract from God?

Mt 13:22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
1.
Does Your Technology Distract you from God?


A.
Smart Phones?



Reminders, FB, Text, Phone calls, 


How much time do you spend on Facebook or 


Twitter, Instagram? 



Eph 5:16 Redeeming the time, because the 


days are evil.
What about your apps?

apps (bible?)


Some Christians are so busy they go to have apps that popup to remind them to seek God, just to get some devotions done, without it they would not get any of the Word of God in their life.

Now this can be a good thing, but it can be a distraction from hearing from God Himself! Hearing his voice.


There are a lot of unsound bible study and devotional apps out there. Youtube is filled with them. Oh you may thing you can sort out all the bad stuff. I will effect your doctrine soundness. 


There must be Balance in our technology use and purity of doctrine!


B.
Media



TV – Got to watch the next episode, Binge watching



Movies



Music, is our music Godly.

One young man believing he was a Christian thought he need Christian Rock to calm his nerves (It is just a Devil’s Trap!)



Books, yes books, some people spend so much time reading they do not do much for God. No time to minster because they are stuck in a book


What am I talking about? Distraction from God!!!!
Anything that keeps us from Him is an unholy distraction. 

Mt 13:22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
2.
The pursuit of Money


Matthew13:

7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:

22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
Matthew 6 

 19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:

 20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

 22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.

 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

 25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

 27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

 29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
Mt 13:22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
3.
Our Hobbies

I’d love to tell you about some of my hobbies, but that would defiantly be another distraction.


I think its good to have some recreation time and do things we enjoy, but if it dominates our lives to a point that it interferes with God, then it’s a distraction.



Illustration: of riding dirt bike and the flat tire
You are going to get a flat tire…

You are going to get __________
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