It’s Time to Wrestle with God

Intro:

What kind of things do you regret?
What kind of jams or messes have you got yourselves into? 
Are you facing some things that seem impossible? 
Does your situation look hopeless?
Are you not sure how to get victory? 
Well then it is time to learn how to “Wrestle with God.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]So lets look back in time when two brothers parted ways.
It was a time of great family honor.
A time when the father of the family bestowed great blessings to the oldest son. The largest portion of the family inheritance. A Godly blessing that was prayed and pronounced over the eldest son.

Now Jacob was a sly deceptive kind of guy and his mother was on his side. Between them both they tricked Esau into giving up his birthright (first born blessing) and then stoled the death bed blessing of his father to the oldest son by through trickery pretending to be Esau.

So now we are going to take a peek at what happened next.

Turn to 

Genesis 27 
 38 And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.
	Jump down to
  41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.

Then there Jacob flees for his life to some relatives far away. 

There he get married and raises up a large family.

He went through a lot, and was take advantaged for many years by his father-in-law.

Finally he leaves by the leading of God to return home many many many years later.

So lets take a stop look at Jacob making his way home….

Genesis 32 
3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom.
 4 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now:
 5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight.
 6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him.
 7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: …..

Let pray…..


Jacob was in a real mess

He knows his brother wants him dead!




 9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee:
 10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.
 11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children.

Just a prayer was not enough for Jacob

He needed to get real serious about this situation.

1.	Jacob got alone!
 24 And Jacob was left alone; ……

If you are going to get through with God, you are going to have to get alone.

	Put everything away from you and get alone!


2.	Jacob Wrestled With God!

 24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.

If you are going to get through with God, you are going to have to wrestle in prayer.

Today we are too busy to wrestle in prayer.
We got too many things to get done!
It’s Time to Wrestle with God!!!!


Real heartfelt effective prayer is WORK! IT is wrestling!

Jas 5:16b …….. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
 25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.
 26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.

It was not a short wrestling match, it was until the new day was breaking. Thru the night he wrestled with God.


3.	I Will Not Let Thee Go except thou bless me!

Jacob was determined to get through with God
		I will not let thee Go Except you bless me…..

What is your situation? Are you determined to get through?

Jacob didn’t give up. Are you a quitter? 

Its time to give up the quitter in you and become determined.

When we 1. Get alone
When we 2. Wrestle in prayer
When we 3. Are determined to get through with God…..

Then 


God will search out your heart

4.	God will get to the bottom of your heart

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.

Oh when he said Jacob was his name
	He was saying what his name really meant:
Deceiver, selfish, Heel, Rear
	These are all definitions of the Name Jacob

Now after Jacob confessed out what he really was,
He had a spirit of repentance

God brought about a change in Jacob

5. 	A Changed Heart and a New Name

 28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

He had a new name “Israel!”

A name that meant “Triumphant with God”
						“Who Prevails with God!”
God will give you a new heart……
Ezekiel 36: 26-27,28.38 
 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.
 28 …… and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.
38 ……. and they shall know that I am the LORD.


What is you situation?

Did you know that if you are living in sin, you prayer are not getting through about your situation?
	Psalms 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

When we 1. Get alone
When we 2. Wrestle in prayer
When we 3. Are determined to get through with God…..
When we 4. Get to the bottom of our heart, and confess, 
				and Repent, and fully believe!
Then we  5. Will be changed!

We can’t expect God to help with our situation until we get our heart right with God!

Heart 1st
Situation 2nd

	The end result of Jacobs situation was beautiful:

Genesis 33 
 1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids.
 2 And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost.
 3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.
 4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept.
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